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 The Vicar’s Letter 

Happy New Year! 

I wonder what you long for this year? I 

expect each of us will begin 2020 with 

different hopes and dreams – perhaps 

personal, perhaps political(!). Maybe 

you are beginning the year with a 

resolution in place, something you are 

going to do, or not do, to try and realise 

those hopes. 

I begin 2020 with a number of wonderings about what is ahead.  

I hope, as most of us do at this time of year, to get fit, to eat and 

drink a bit less, to spend more time outside.  

I hope to be more organised, and have more time for people.  

I look forward to a period of extended study leave in a couple of 

months, a change of pace and focus for a while, a chance to step 

back and to reflect on life, ministry and the church.  

I look forward to the arrival of our curate, Andrew, in the summer 

and the chance to work with a new colleague. 

I wonder what my now adult children will be up to as they begin to 

establish themselves in new jobs and new homes. 

I wonder what joys and sadnesses we might encounter in this 

coming year. 

But to be honest, we simply don’t know what this year will bring. I 

hope there will be some surprises – good ones – but I am sure 

there will be some things that are challenging too. 

Just last month we celebrated the age-old story of the nativity. The 

story of the infant Jesus born in a stable in Bethlehem, visited by 

shepherds and magi. And the story is one to be treasured and 

remembered each Christmas. But the truth of it, its central 

message, is one to be remembered and taken in all year round. 

That God came to us. That God is with us. That God has opted 

St Mark's Church Mission Statement 

To be the people of God in this place and to work to make God more 

real for our community. 

into, and continues to opt into, human life – in joy and happiness 

but also in sadness and challenge. That there is nothing too 

ordinary, or too worldly, or too human for God. 

The society that God came to in the person of Jesus was not 

easy, it was a nation under occupation, there was movement of 

people, much uncertainty – not so different to parts of our world 

today. But God, it seems, is overwhelmingly keen on humanity, 

including the reality, ordinariness and mess of human life and 

came to make his home among us. 

So whatever 2020 brings for you, I hope you experience 

moments of joy, love and peace and can be assured of the 

ongoing reality of Christmas, that God has come to us. 

Emmanuel, God with us. 

 

 

 

The Revd Rachel Rosborough 

rachelrosborough@hotmail.com 

 

Services for 2020 

As you will know, the PCC has agreed to 

alter the time of the main Sunday service at 

St Mark’s. This change will take place from 

the 5th January so do join us that day at the 

new time of 9.30 am for our Epiphany 

themed service, with a baptism. 
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 COUSINS BUTCHERS & DELI 
36 Grantchester Street; Tel (01223) 35 28 56 

www.CambridgeButchers.com  

Locally-sourced top quality meats. 
Fresh seasonal fruits and vegetables. 

Award-winning pies and sausages.  
     Everything you need for your Sunday roast...                             

a quick lunch 'out'... or a nice dinner 'in'...  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

40 Grantchester Road, Newnham, Cambridge 

01223 503634 lathambuilders.com 07528 772899 

Carpet Cleaning &  
Stone Floor, Upholstery, Rugs 

In business since 1993 

01223 832 928       
www.Rothwells.biz 

We’re an honest local family firm. 
Our large truck mounted machines mean more cleaning & drying power for the 

best results possible. 100% satisfaction or it’s FREE. 
Call Oliver and Max Campbell for expert help today. 

C & C BLINDS 
SPECIALISTS IN BLINDS 

ANY SIZE   ANY COLOUR 

FREE ESTIMATES 

01223 211171  07761 262070 

Vertical Blinds, Roller Blinds,          

Venetian Blinds, Wooden Blinds,     

Roman Blinds, Pleated Blinds, Repairs 

  

 

Who Were the Magi? 

Matthew’s Gospel is one of the two Gospels that tell us about the 

birth of Jesus and his early life. So, as we might expect, Matthew 

places his account of the birth of Jesus near the beginning of his 

Gospel. But he doesn’t put it right at the beginning. He actually 

begins further back: with the ancestry of Jesus. He gives us the 

genealogy of Jesus through many generations right back to 

Abraham (1:1-17). If you read Matthew’s Gospel, you may be 

tempted to skip the genealogy.  

Biblical genealogies tend not to be everyone’s favourite reading. 

But for Matthew the genealogy of Jesus was really important. He 

put it at the beginning of his Gospel because he meant it to 

prepare us for reading the rest of the story of Jesus. One key thing 

it tells us is that Jesus was the rightful heir to the throne of King 

David. It traces Jesus’s descent from all the kings of Judah back to 

Solomon and David. As a descendant of David Jesus is the 

Messiah the prophets had foreseen. As a hymn puts it, he was 

“great David’s greater Son”.  

But Matthew traces Jesus’s ancestry further back than David. He 

goes all the way back to Abraham. This is because, when God 

called Abraham to be the ancestor of God’s special people Israel, 

he said that through Abraham’s descendants all the nations of the 

world would be blessed (Genesis 12:3). It was always God’s 

intention that from the people of Israel would eventually come the 

salvation of the world. When the prophets of Israel looked to the 

future, those two things came together. The new David would be, 

not just the Messiah for Israel, but also the Messiah for all the 

nations. In the messianic age to come, Israel with her Messiah 

would be like a great beacon beaming out light into all the world. 

Addressing Jerusalem, one of the prophets says: 

Darkness shall cover the earth 

and thick darkness the people; 

but the Lord shall arise upon you, 

and his glory shall appear over you. 

Nations shall come to your light, 

and kings to the brightness of your glory (Isaiah 60:1-5). 
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One of the Psalms uses similar language, addressing the ideal king of 

Israel: 

 May all kings fall down before him; 

 all nations give him service… 

 May all nations be blessed in him.        (Psalm 72:11, 17). 

Reading those texts you may be able to see how it was that the Magi, the 

“wise men” (as most of our translations call them), who came from the 

east to worship the infant Jesus (Matt 2:1-2), were imagined as kings in 

later Christian tradition. Isaiah says that kings will come “to the brightness 

of your glory”; the psalm, that all kings will bow down before the Messiah. 

Moreover, both of these passages also speak of kings bringing gifts in 

tribute to the Messiah, and even gold and frankincense are mentioned 

(Isaiah 60:6; Psalm 72:10, 15).  

 Matthew does not call the wise men kings. Nor does he say there were 

three of them. The number three is just an inference from the three sorts 

of gift they bring. Actually the earliest version of the story in Christian 

tradition that puts a number to the Magi says there were twelve of them. 

It might be a good idea for school nativity plays to take advantage of that 

tradition: there would be far more parts to be played, especially if you add 

all the camels that twelve important people would have needed. 

 Matthew does not call the wise men kings and I would rather we didn’t 

call them kings, because it obscures who they really were, as I shall 

explain shortly. Nevertheless, the tradition that made them kings was 

onto something important. Connecting them with those prophecies is 

right, not because the wise men were kings, but because they were 

Gentiles. The kings in the prophecies represent their nations who come 

to worship the Messiah. The wise men at the birth of Jesus also in a 

sense represent all the nations who will come to the light that goes out 

from Jesus into the darkness of the world. 

 So, the story of the wise men has at least one very clear and simple 

message: Jesus is for everybody. He is, as these Gentile sages 

themselves call him, the king of the Jews. “Where is the child who has 

been born king of the Jews?” they ask (Matthew 2:2). Jesus belongs to 

Israel’s story and we get Jesus wrong if we try to detach him from that 

story. Jesus himself was a Jew, not a Gentile. But he is the Jewish 

Messiah also for us Gentiles. Jesus is for everybody. Our role as 

followers of Jesus is simply to let the light of Jesus shine out for all 

people to see. That’s what “Epiphany” means. 

But if the wise men from the east were 

not kings, who were they? We could 

say they were intellectuals. They were 

the sort of people you could easily 

come across in Newnham. They were 

learned men who studied, and 

published, the results of their research. 

What they studied were the stars and so we might say they were 

astronomers. They certainly knew a lot about the movements of the stars 

and the planets. They could predict eclipses and planetary conjunctions 

and the like. But they had rather different interests in the heavens than 

scientific astronomers today. They wanted to know what the stars could 

tell them about the lives of people on earth. I hesitate to call them 

astrologers because then we may too easily think of horoscopes in the 

popular press. The Magi were astrologers when astrology was a 

respected and demanding science. In their day they were serious 

scientists and people took them seriously. 

They came from the East, Matthew tells us. Almost certainly that means 

they came from Babylonia or Persia, the areas we now know as southern 

Iraq or Iran. In those countries there was a long tradition of astrologer-

priests called Magi, well-known by repute to the people who lived around 

the Mediterranean. It was their study of the stars that brought these Magi 

to Jerusalem in search of a newly born king of the Jews. But why should 

a new king of the Jews matter to them? Why undertake a long journey 

bringing expensive gifts to honour him? I think that as well as the stars 

they must have studied Jewish prophecies. There were large 

communities of Jews living in that area, descendants of the Jewish exiles 

of Old Testament days.  

 If so, then the king the Magi were looking for was not just any king of 

the Jews. He was the long expected Jewish king who was destined to 

rule the world. His birth would be an event of world-shattering 

significance, well worth the arduous journey. 

So, we can think of the Magi as learned people on a quest. They are in 

search of nothing less than the key to the world’s meaning and future, a 

child who would change everything. By a slightly round-about route they 

find him. If they are surprised, as well they might be, by his humble 

circumstances, his very ordinary parents, they don’t show it. What they 

do is something intellectuals don’t always find it very easy to do. They 
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Dispensing Chemist 
N.K. Jank 

32a Eltisley Ave, Tel. 322473 

8.30 - 18.00 Monday to Friday 

8.30 - 13.00 Saturday 

Closed 13.00 - 14.00 Mon & Thurs 

Aromatherapy oils, health and skin care, 
healthfood, gifts wrapped with style 

JM CARPENTRY 
Carpentry · Building · Property Maintenance 

01223 515880 / 07932 788801 

10 Selwyn Road, CB3 9EB 

Domestic & Commercial Carpentry Services 

Kitchens, Roofing, New Builds, Joinery 

Works, Windows, Doors 

 

A caring and professional service at all times  
Richard Stebbings Ltd  

Funeral Service  
Kendal House, Cambridge Road,  

Impington, Cambridge CB24 9YS  

Tel: 01223 232309                   

Fax: 01223 232319               
Member of the British Institute of Funeral 

Directors 

• Independent family business  

• Personal 24 hour service  

• Private Chapel of Rest  

• Pre-payment funeral plans  

• Monumental masonry  

• Floral Tributes 

PAUL WALDMANN 

Designs in Wood 

41 Norfolk Street 
pm.waldmann@ntlworld.com 

01223 314001    07740 167055 

Cabinet making 

Furniture restoration 

Interior woodwork 

(fitted cupboards, bookcases, etc.) 

C.S. MARTIN 

PAINTING & DECORATING 
For a complete and reliable interior 

and exterior decorating service 

Free estimates and advice 

Over 25 years experience 

Please contact Chris on 01223 
233613 or 07778338437 

cs.martin@ntlworld.com 

The February Issue of  SEEK 

All contributions will be gratefully received. Please send them by 

Wednesday 15th January  to Jane Plows (350120) at 

janemp@virginmedia.com  or give them to any member of the 

committee. 

Seek is printed by 

Chris and Barbara Wright  

situated in St Neots 

01480 474112           07836 717950       aerocrw@gmail.com  

kneel down on the ground, they take out their rather spectacular gifts and 

lay them at the feet of the little child and his mother, and they bow 

prostrate in worship. 

Jesus is for everybody, Jew and Gentile, learned and unlearned, eminent 

and ordinary, men and women, young and old, from east or west or north 

or south. People come to Jesus in all sorts of different ways, led by 

different stars. But they all find Jesus in the same way as the Magi did - 

when they bow down before him and offer him whatever it is they have to 

give. 

Richard Bauckham 

This article is a sermon preached in St Mark’s at Epiphany 2019. 

December’s Charity : Red Balloon of  the Air 

At the time of going to press the December collection 

for Red Balloon of the Air, with Gift Aid included, has 

raised over £500. Stuart anticipates that he will 

receive more donations before the end of the month. 

Very many thanks to all those people who donated so 

generously. 
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Umoja : Charity of  the Month 

Umoja is based in Arusha, 

Tanzania and is now in its 11th 

year. It was started by two university friends who, whilst working 

already in Arusha, saw the need for educational support for 

disadvantaged teenagers who could no longer afford to complete their 

secondary education. A year for the teenagers at the Centre was then 

followed by financial help to study for additional qualifications and 

vocational training. The programme has been extremely successful 

with 95% of the students completing their courses and entering the 

labour market. A new programme has enabled students to study for 

their school certificate in-house and last year the pass rate was 100%. 

At present there are 57 students on the Outplacement Programme, 

studying in primary education (children from an orphanage), secondary 

education, vocational training, college and university. Currently there 

are 11 students at university level, which is fantastic but puts a 

financial strain on Umoja due to the high cost. 

The most significant change this year has been the acquisition of a 

new site for future development. At present Umoja is run from a rented 

converted house and outbuildings. On the 3rd June the charity 

became owners of a remarkable site and buildings for the new Umoja 

Centre. The main site (approximately 2.6 acres) will be where the 

programmes will be run and will include classrooms, offices, 

workshops, gardens, sports ground etc. The second site 

(approximately 2 acres) contains a large walled compound with kitchen 

and garden as well as a nursery school for 60 local children. Outside 

this area is a farm with 4 cows and a herder. These cows provide milk 

for the children. 

This is an exciting new development but work needs to be carried out 

before Umoja can transfer to the new site. This will require extra 

fundraising in addition to the ongoing expenses of the Programmes. St 

Mark's has always been very generous in supporting Umoja since its 

beginning and this year as well as its being the charity of the month, 

there will be a fundraising lunch on the 19th January in the community 

centre. Please see the separate advertisement. Do sign up in the 

narthex if you wish to come. 

Sue Wagner susan.wagner1@ntlworld.com  
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 Bible Reading Fellowship Notes 

Following on from the article on pages 10 and 11 of the 

December issue of Seek,  this is a reminder that in early 

February I shall be renewing our church-rate 

subscription with the Bible Reading Fellowship, who 

produce a number of publications to "sustain people in 

their daily journey with the Bible".   

For busy people the most accessible of these is probably New Daylight. 

Each issue provides four months of daily Bible readings and comment, 

with a team of regular contributors drawn from a range of church 

backgrounds and covering a varied selection of Old and New Testament 

biblical themes, characters and seasonal readings. Each issue contains 

nine topics of fortnightly readings and is published three times a year in 

January, May and September. Available in regular and large-print 

editions, a single regular copy costs £4.70, the large print edition 

£5.95. By taking out a church-rate subscription from May 2020, you get a 

valuable saving of 3 issues for £14.10 postage free for the regular 

edition and £17.85 for the large-print version, whereas an individual 

subscription costs £17.85, and the large-print version £22.35  

Another publication Guidelines, also at £4.70, is aimed primarily for 

Today's Ministry and Mission, with the subscription prices the same as for 

New Daylight.  

I have left samples of New Daylight and Guidelines in the Narthex. 

Please do feel free to take a copy. Why not give it a try by sampling the 

January - April copy at the current rate of £4.60? 

If you have any questions or would like to find out more, please do get in 

touch or contact me on tinahelenwilson@gmail.com and you can find out 

more about BRF on their website: https://www/brfonline.org.uk and 

https://www.biblereadingnotes.org.uk.    

I shall be asking current subscribers if they are happy to continue with 

their subcriptions.  

Tina Wilson 

SEEK for 2020 

This is the opportunity to thank all our distributors 

who, month by month, ensure that over 300 copies 

of SEEK are circulated throughout the parish, and 

especially to thank Sue Wagner who coordinates 

this distribution.  

It is a good time too to thank our printers, Chris and 

Barbara Wright, for their helpfulness and efficiency. 

We never cease to be amazed by how quickly they 

get Seek ready for publication. 

February is the month in which we begin to review and reformat our 

advertisements. If anyone is interested in advertising in Seek in the 

coming year, do let us know.  

The annual subscription for 2020 will remain at £5.00 (10 copies at 50p 

and the October issue free).  

Please would you give this to the distributors who will ask you for 

it when they deliver the February issue. You do not have to do 

anything now. 

Next Coffee Rota   

Many thanks to all who have been such reliable 

'Coffee Makers'. There will be a new list in March 2020 

so if you are unable to continue please could you let 

me know before the end of January.  

New volunteers are always very welcome as it helps 

keep the number of duties per year to three or four. 

Volunteers who are unavailable on certain dates can let me know 

later when other duty dates have been arranged.  

Eleanor Jones  

01223 354893  afjones39@btinternet.com  
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Friday Talks by Local People 

Spring Term 2020 

Every other Friday from January to March at 10 am  

Once again we are presenting at the Community Centre a 

varied and stimulating series of talks by people who live in 

or have a close connection with Newnham.  

No need to book. Admission £3 including refreshments. 

Fri  17 January   An entertaining presentation by                                  

            Rosemary Eason and Colin Laurence, long 

             standing members of the theatre group     

            Bawds 

Fri 31 January    Yale H Ferguson Rutgers University New   

            Jersey, Yale Ferguson is one of the world’s  

            leading experts on globalisation.   

Fri 14 February   Derek Cummings: Lost in translation?     

            Famous poems you may not have heard of  

            (with more than a nod to today’s date} 

Fri 28 February   William Swift  Working at the World Bank  

Fri 13 March    Sam Rosborough Rebuilding a broken wall 

Fri 27 March    Frank King  Sundials.  Dr King was Senior  

            Lecturer at  the Cambridge Computer      

            Laboratory. He designed the sundials at    

            Selwyn and Newnham Colleges. 

 

(Date to be arranged   Nicola Hardy: My other job: Esquire   

           Bedell of the University) 

 

Dying Ash Trees 

Ash die back disease continues its relentless 

march through the City. Recently it has been 

diagnosed in the large and stately ash trees along 

the bank of the Bin Brook in Newnham and this 

includes a grand old tree which overtops our 

garden. I am told by our City Arboricultural Officer, 

Robert Murison, that of the estimated 240,000 ash 

trees in the City, it is likely that all, save a very 

small proportion that may show some resistance, 

are likely to die eventually. But it is a slow death. 

While young trees may be dead in a couple of 

years, their mature elders may hang on for much 

longer – perhaps 10 or even 20 years. There is no 

cure for the disease.  

The current advice is to leave trees growing for as long as it is safe to 

do so. Leaving trees standing allows them to be monitored for possible 

resistance, and this preserves the habitat for as long as possible. Pre-

emptive felling is not advisable. 

The City is developing a strategy which will aim to mitigate the predicted 

effects of the disease. This should be published shortly. There is 

already a detailed mapping of all the ash trees under City Council 

management. These trees are regularly inspected and when necessary 

dead and defective branches are removed. Soon a campaign will be 

launched asking residents to help with the locations of ash trees on 

private property. It is hoped that with this information there can be some 

more strategic planning and it may provide ways of mitigating the 

problem, as far as this may be possible.  

Martin Richards 
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Charity Lunches in Lent for Caring Together 

       Volunteers needed, please 

As many of you will know, we have a tradition of holding a series of 

Charity Lunches on six Wednesdays in Lent, when various people 

across the parish offer to host in their own home a simple lunch, 

typically of soup, bread and cheese, followed by coffee and fruit, to 

which all are welcome. It's a good way to meet neighbours and friends, 

a chance to make new ones in a relaxed atmosphere, whilst at the 

same time raising money for a good cause.   

Our chosen charity for the Lent Lunches next 

spring is Caring Together (until recently known 

as The Carers' Trust), which supports carers of 

all ages across Cambridgeshire, Peterborough 

and Norfolk. Its Chair of Trustees is Stuart Evans, who lives in Gough 

Way (and who led the successful appeal to build the new Arthur Rank 

Hospice). You can find out  more about the charity at 

www.caringtogether.org,The first lunch will be on Ash Wednesday, 26th 

February in 2020, and one couple has already kindly volunteered to 

host a lunch, but I am looking for three more volunteers who would each 

be willing to host such a lunch on one of the following Wednesdays: 

26th February; 4th, 18th and 25th March  and 1st April! If you can 

help, could you, please, contact me on tel. 366988 or by email: 

wilson.cambridge@gmail.com, giving a choice of dates, if possible? 

Unfortunately, several people who have so kindly and generously 

hosted a lunch in the past are now no longer able to do this, so we are 

looking for new volunteers or people who may have given a lunch 

before and would be willing to do so again - appealing especially to any 

one living on the Barton road and in  the Croft area of Newnham. If this 

all sounds a bit daunting, why not team up with a friend and have fun 

hosting it together? It is really not very onerous, and actually fun! People 

do so enjoy sharing a meal in relaxed surroundings with neighbours or 

friends, and I would be very willing to offer support in any way, make 

soup, etc., if you find the prospect a little challenging. I’m delighted that 

I've had one offer already, but we need at least three more! I look 

forward to hearing from you! 

Tina Wilson     

Charities of  the Month : 2020  

Once again in 2019 parishioners have donated generously to the 

Charities promoted each month. Below is the list of charities chosen for 

2020. In a change from our practice up till now the monthly collections 

will be made on the third Sunday of each month. 

 
 

Crib Service collection       The Children’s Society 

Carol Service collection         The Children’s Society 

Lent Lunches 2020             Caring Together  

Month Charity Sponsor 

January Umoja UK Sue and Emma 
Wagner 

February Cambridge Churches Homeless 
Project  

Jeremy Whitton 
Spriggs 

March Karen Morris Memorial Trust TBA 

April CBMUK 

Christian Blind Mission 

Gill Kelly 

May Gombe Perrin Hardy and     
Andrew Watts 

June Dementia Compass Margaret Banks 
and Edye Hoffman 

July Friends of the Holy Land Sue Payne 

August CAMFED Rita Lingard 

September A Rocha Richard Bauckham 

October Gombe Perrin Hardy and     
Andrew Watts 

November Scotty’s Little Soldiers Miles Elliott 

December Practical Action Tina and Tony 
Wilson 
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Extra sockets to full re-wires 

Inspections & Testing 

Part P registered 

Call for free friendly advice 

01223 521882  07830 349199 

info@electricalcontractorcambridge.com 

Domenic 
The Gentlemen’s Hairdresser 

45 Newnham Road 

9.00 - 5.30 Tuesday - Friday 

  8.30 - 4.30  Saturday 

Appointments or ‘drop in’ 

Cambridge 309750      

La Maison du Steak 

125 Hills Road 
Cambridge, CB2 1PG  

01223 324258 

info@lamaisondusteak.co.uk 

We are more than just a Steak House. Come and discover us!   

 

Seeking Experienced Tutors to join our 
growing team 

Visit our website to apply 
www.tutordoctor.co.uk/cambridge 

01223 430432 

WI Notes 

Sadly the WI meeting scheduled for the 4th 

December had to be cancelled because 

several members were poorly and others had 

a lot of commitments. 

It has been suggested that we have a meeting 

over coffee and mince pies before Christmas at which we can talk 

over which new resolutions we wish to vote on for next year’s National 

AGM. 

Pat Caesar 

Around and About 

There was great excitement on Paradise Fen in late 

November after word went out that a Pallas Warbler had 

been spotted there. Pallas's warbler (Phylloscopus 

proregulus) is a bird that breeds in mountain forests from 

southern Siberia east to northern Mongolia and northeast China. It is 

strongly migratory, wintering mainly in south China and adjacent areas 

of southeast Asia, but in recent decades increasing numbers have 

been found in Europe in autumn. Bird watchers were delighted that 

there were a number of sightings over several days. This was the first 

live sighting in Cambridgeshire. The only previous Cambridgeshire 

record of Pallas’s Warbler was way back in 1998, when one died after 

hitting a window in Peterborough. 

Millington Road Nursery School launched its 

new website in November. Photographs show 

the children involved in a wide range of 

activities, many of them taking place outside in 

the garden where they play every day, come rain or shine. 

Go to https://millingtonroadnursery.co.uk/ to discover what goes on 

down the leafy lane off Millington Road. 

Jane Plows 
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THE DERBY STORES 
Newnham Post Office 

Delicatessen/Newsagent 

Jean and Neera 

01223 354391 

 

8.00am - 8.00pm daily 

Sunday 8.00am - 4.00pm 

Off licence, Provisions, Cakes/Biscuits, 

Cheese Counter, Luxury Ice Cream 

REDMAYNE ARNOLD & HARRIS 

Local and Independent Chartered 
Surveyors 

Land and Estate Agents for all your 

property needs 

01223 323130 
www.rah.co.uk 

 
Garage Services : GP Motors 

Newnham Service Centre 
Eltisley Avenue 
Cambridge CB3 9JQ 
Tel: 01223 355574 

www.gp-cars.com 
e-mail: enquiries@gp-cars.com 

CHIROPODIST & PODIATRIST 

BEECHWOOD PRACTICE 

41 HILLS ROAD 

Celia Kenney, B.Sc. (Hons) Podiatry, 

M.Ch.S, S.R.Ch. 

Available for home appointments 

 01223 315541  07939 227195 

  

Beginners 

PIANO TUITION  
Apply now for September 

  

Tel: 07834 420739 

maureen.pritchett@gmail.com 

Registered with Ofsted 

Prayers for January 

‘I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made’ Psalm 

139:13-14 

January can bring with it many pressures to change or improve 

ourselves. Lord, we ask you to help us remember that we are 

enough. Help us to remember that our worth is in you, and is not 

dependent on our own striving, appearance, or achievements.  

We thank you for giving us life, and for giving us the only new 

beginning we will ever need in the person of Christ.  

 

‘opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, 

frankincense and myrrh’ Matthew 2:11 

We know that any gift we present to you, Lord, is incomparable to 

the gift of everlasting life that you have given us. May we hear 

your call to present our gifts to you anyway, in praise of you. Help 

us to discern what gifts we have to offer you, and to recognise the 

gifts of others, encouraging them also to offer their gifts as an act 

of praise.  

We remember that our gifts should be used to help build up the 

community of the Church. Help us to love our neighbours, and to 

offer what we can of ourselves and our gifts to those who most 

need to witness our love.  

 

‘In the morning, while it was still very dark, he got up and went out 

to a deserted place, and there he prayed.’ Mark 1:35 

Thank you for teaching us how to pray. May we remember to pray 

to you in thanks, while also taking comfort in the prayers we can 

offer in times of worry. Help us to remember not just ourselves, 

but others, in our prayers.  

At this time we especially pray for anyone beginning the new year 

feeling lonely, lost, or afraid. May they recognise your presence in 

their lives.  

In Jesus’ name, Amen. 

Written by Natalie Lealand 
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Regular Groups 

Home Group with Bible Study : Alternate Mondays 10.30 am to 12 noon 

Contact Sue Wagner  

Bible Study at 3 Kings Road : Tuesdays at 7.30 pm  

Contact Andrew and Angela Watts  

Prayer Group at 10 Stukeley Close : Thursdays from 6.00 pm to 6.30 pm 

Just turn up, or for more information, or to ask for prayer, contact                
Anne Howie 

Friday Prayer Group at 10 Stukeley Close : Alternate Fridays at 11.00 am 
Contact Anne Howie 

St Mark’s Choir meets on the 1st, 3rd and 5th (when applicable) Fridays of 

the month from 6.00 pm to 7.15 pm in the Community Centre in term time. 

Contact John Wyatt       

Advertise in this magazine for as little as £45 per annum                   

for 11 issues. 

Contact Jane Plows  (janemp@virginmedia.com) 

Dates for your Diary 

Wednesday 8th January at 12.30 pm  Ploughman’s Lunch in the       

                      Community Centre  

Friday 17th January at  10.00 am     Friday Talk  in the Community Centre   

                      p 8 

Sunday  19th January at 12.30 pm      An African Inspired Lunch in aid of     

                      Umoja p 6 

Tuesday 21st January at  3.30 pm     Messy Church 

Friday 31st January at  10.00 am     Friday Talk  in the Community Centre   

                      p 8 

Services at St Mark’s Church, Newnham 

Services in January 

Sundays 

8.00 am 

Holy Communion (1662) 

9.30 am  NOTE THE NEW TIME 

5th January  Parish Communion with Baptism 

12th January   Morning Worship and Junior Church  

19th January  Parish Communion and Junior Church  

26th January  All Age Communion 

There is a parent and child area at the back of the church for those with 

very young children at all the 10.00 am services. Refreshments follow the 

service and everyone is most welcome.  

Evening Services  

12th January at 8.00 pm  Breathing Space  

26th January at 6.30 pm  Informal Service 

On other Sundays, parishioners are invited to join the congregation at 

Trumpington Parish Church for BCP Evensong at 6.30 pm. 

Regular Tuesday Services 

Weekly: Holy Communion (1662) at 11.00 am followed by coffee   

Monthly: Messy Church from 3.30 pm to 5.45 pm. Join us for     

activities and worship for the whole family on Tuesday                  

21st January. 

In addition to Messy Church, St Mark’s has a wide range of children’s 

activities which take place during term time, including Toddles, our 

toddler group, each Monday and Thursday, Bumps to Babies on a 

Thursday morning and also Friday Storytime every Friday. 


