
Creation 
Wednesday of Holy Week 

 
 
ARRIVING 
 

I go among trees and sit still. 
All my stirring becomes quiet 
around me like circles on water. 
My tasks lie in their places 
where I left them, asleep like cattle. 
 
Then what is afraid of me comes 
and lives a while in my sight. 
What it fears in me leaves me, 
and the fear of me leaves it. 
It sings, and I hear its song. 
 
Then what I am afraid of comes. 
I live for a while in its sight. 
What I fear in it leaves it, 
and the fear of it leaves me. 
It sings, and I hear its song. 
 
After days of labor, 
mute in my consternations, 
I hear my song at last, 
and I sing it. As we sing, 
the day turns, the trees move. 
 
Wendell Berry, ‘Sabbaths’ 1979, no 1 

 
[THE SOUND OF CREATION: for those who would like to listen to the sounds of a 
rainforest during this time of prayer, click here to open the website and click on 
the ‘play’ button] 
 
 

OPENING PRAYER 
 

Let the darkness of night surround us, 
let light and warmth gather us 
and let us say 
AMEN 
 
Let the tools be stored away, 
let the work be over and done 
and let us say 
AMEN 
 
Let the flowers close and the stars appear, 
let hearts be glad and minds be calm 
and let us say 
AMEN 

 
FIRST READING 
 

Psalm 19:1-4 
The heavens are telling the glory of God; 
    and the firmament proclaims his handiwork. 
Day to day pours forth speech, 
    and night to night declares knowledge. 
There is no speech, nor are there words; 
    their voice is not heard; 
yet their voice goes out through all the earth, 
    and their words to the end of the world. 

 
WATCH 

 
Creation – a Godly Play story: https://youtu.be/J4LeGc3QcIE  

 
SILENCE 
 

Relax your body. Slow your breathing. Close your eyes. Be aware of your 
thoughts, feelings, emotions – and let them be. 

 

https://mynoise.net/NoiseMachines/primevalEuropeanForestSoundscapeGenerator.php
https://youtu.be/J4LeGc3QcIE


SECOND READING  
 

Colossians 1:15-20 
He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation; for in 
him all things in heaven and on earth were created, things visible and 
invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or powers—all things 
have been created through him and for him. He himself is before all 
things, and in him all things hold together. He is the head of the body, the 
church; he is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that he might 
come to have first place in everything. For in him all the fullness of God 
was pleased to dwell, and through him God was pleased to reconcile to 
himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, by making peace 
through the blood of his cross. 

 
REFLECTION 
 

Ruth Valerio, Saying Yes to Life, p.4-5 
 

“The redemption that we anticipate eagerly as we go through Lent is not 
one that takes us away from creation but one that will root us more 
deeply in it, as we find there the light and life of God.” 
 
“Many of us are used to seeing Christ’s work on the cross as being 
focused on reconciling people to God, but Paul here is broadening out our 
understanding of salvation to include all things, not only human beings. 
The God who created the world is the same God who redeems us and his 
whole creation through his Son, Jesus Christ. As God spoke the world into 
being, so Jesus is the Word who was there in the beginning (John 1.1), the 
one through whom and for whom and in whom all things were created 
(Col.1.16). 
In the English language there is no single word that brings creation and 
redemption together in Jesus, and westernized Christianity traditionally 
struggles to hold these two concepts together, though the Cherokee 
Indians have a beautiful phrase: Oo-nay-thla-nah-hee Yo-way-jee. This 
description of Jesus can only inadequately be translated as Creator-Son. 
Randy Woodley, speaking from his personal experience as a Keetoowah 
Cherokee, says that ‘in this simple formula Jesus is acknowledged as both 
divine Creator and divine Son’. There is a danger in our churches that we 

focus on the God of salvation and forget the God of creation. I wonder if 
this is something you recognize? Do you see that in your church or in your 
own thinking and awareness? Our task is to learn how to hold both 
concepts together and see how this might turn our attention outwards 
and change the way we live.” 

 
LISTEN 
 

Touch the earth gently https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bJsKtpBhpk4  
 

Touch the earth lightly 
use the earth gently, 
nourish the life of the world in our care: 
gift of great wonder, 
ours to surrender, 
trust for the children tomorrow will bear. 
 
We who endanger, 
who create hunger, 
agents of death for all creatures that live, 
we who would foster 
clouds of disaster— 
God of our planet, forestall and forgive! 
 
Let there be greening, 
birth from the burning, 
water that blesses and air that is sweet, 
health in God's garden, 
hope in God's children, 
regeneration that peace will complete. 
 
God of all living, 
God of all loving, 
God of the seedling, the snow and the sun, 
teach us, deflect us, 
Christ reconnect us, 
using us gently, and making us one.  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bJsKtpBhpk4


READ 
 

Julian of Norwich 
 

I saw that God was everything that is good 
and encouraging. 
 
God is our clothing 
that wraps, clasps and encloses us 
so as never to leave us. 
 
God showed me in my palm 
a little thing round as a ball 
about the size of a hazelnut. 
 
I looked at it with the eye of my understanding 
and asked myself: 
‘What is this thing?’ 
And I was answered: ‘It is everything that is created.’ 
 
I wondered how it could survive since it seemed so little 
it could suddenly disintegrate into nothing. 
 
The answer came: ‘It endures and ever will endure, 
because God loves it.’ 
 
And so everything has being because of God’s love. 

 
PRAYERS 
 
 For the love shared, 
 we are grateful. 
 For provision and nurture, 

we are grateful. 
For kindness given, 
we are grateful. 
 
For the sorrow we’ve caused, 

we pray for forgiveness. 
For injustices ignored, 
we pray for forgiveness. 
 
For the encounters with God today, in stranger and friend, 
we bid you welcome. 
For the encounters missed today, 
we know that you always see us 
even when we don’t see you. 
For tomorrow, 
may we see you 
in ways expected and unexpected. 
 
We welcome the dark of the night. 
We make space for it, and we mark our place in it. 
 
We remember that you, Jesus of Nazareth, 
lived through nights of consolation and desolation. 
And you walked into the nights of those people you met 
inviting them to justice and truth, love and life. 
 
We welcome the night, 
and we welcome you into all our nights. 
 
We pray for those who work by night, 
whose day is marked by moon, cloud and stars. 
 
And we pray for those whose nights are desolate, 
that they may have the consolation of prayer, 
peaceful solitude and community. 
 
For a peaceful night, 
we pray. 
For a hopeful day, 
we pray. 
For a deeper generosity, 
we pray. Amen. 

 



BLESSING 
 

Bless to us, O God, 
the moon that is above us, 
the earth that is beneath us, 
the friends who are around us, 
your image deep within us. 
Amen. 

 
LISTEN 
 

Ralph Vaugh Williams, Benedicite: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b5st_NqgiW0 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b5st_NqgiW0

