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Welcome to our bumper summer edition of Seek. We are delighted that this month we are able to 

distribute a printed copy of the magazine to our regular subscribers, as well as making it available 

online. 

We are very pleased, too, that the introductory letter is written by our new Curate, Andrew Hurst. We 

all look forward to the time when we can meet him properly and in the meanwhile wish him well as he 

joins our community.  

Rachel has invited me to introduce myself to the 

Parish by writing for this month’s Seek. I shall - 

eventually - appear as the new Curate, to start 

my ministerial training under Rachel’s careful 

tutelage. I will be continuing with my full time job 

in the criminal justice system, but wholly 

committed to my curacy. For the last three years 

I have been studying part-time with the Eastern 

Region Ministry Course. Our formal, academic 

studies are now at an end, and ordinarily at the 

end of June/early July at the Church festival of 

Petertide, I would be ordained a Deacon in the 

Church of England at Ely Cathedral. 

Sadly, for obvious reasons, the Ordination 

service cannot happen this year. We may be 

ordained at the end of September, but much, of 

course, depends on the national situation, and 

when and how such events can be safely 

conducted. However, that does not stop me 

beginning my new life with you in the Parish, and 

I shall start to appear here and there on-line or 

as here, in the pages of the Parish magazines. 

Amidst, then, the curious life we have all become 

accustomed to - of working from home, not 

seeing people we care about, restricting our 

travel - we have encountered disappointments. It 

is a strange time when to be a good neighbour 

means crossing the street to avoid each other. 

For me I feel acutely the loss of the celebrations 

and seismic changes that Ordination should be 

bringing on an almost daily basis this month. 

There are goodbyes unsaid and farewells 

unmade. Friends of mine on my training course 

going into full time ministry have finished life-long 

careers not with a party, but by shutting down a 

lap-top and handing it over to a motorcycle 

courier. In Cambridge I have found something 

haunting about the empty College playing fields, 

the deserted town centre, and hundreds of years 

of youthful and joyful study and play abruptly 

suspended. I described it to a friend as rather 

like cycling through a full scale Architect’s model 

- everything was faithfully there, except the 

people. Jeremiah’s lamentation for the 

ransacked Jerusalem seemed very apt: how 

lonely sits the citadel, that once was full of 

people. For our children and young people there 

has been no school, no friends, and no 

celebrations as those life landmarks are 

reached and passed. Perhaps in the great 

reckoning we shall have to make it up to the 

younger generations who have irretrievably lost 

so much. 

But in our endings are our beginnings. We 

have all had the time and space to reflect on 

the world locally, nationally and internationally. 

There is much that we can celebrate about how 

as a Society we responded to Covid-19 - 

especially the fact that we appreciated all those 

who do the hitherto unnoticed and 

unappreciated jobs, such as driving lorries, 

filling shelves and caring for the vulnerable. 

How many million times more have we come to 

value them in our society rather than celebrities 

who are paid a million times more? Enormous 

focus has been shone on areas where perhaps 

we have been guilty of complacency - the 

recent Black Lives Matter groundswell that has 

forced the issue of conscious and unconscious 

racial bias into all of our lives; of environmental 

matters, and of care for the elderly and the 

chronically sick - the Cinderella sector of our 

healthcare. Perhaps our values for Society 

have undergone a necessary, and long 

overdue, correction. 

I am excited as I stand on the threshold of 

curacy, about to begin my three years or so, 

fulfilling God’s calling that ten years ago I never 

would have imagined would lead me here. Life 

has a knack of startling us all at times - and the 

Bible is no stranger to helping us find joy after 

loss down the ages and through the darkest 

times. The joy of it now is that as I reach one 

ending and begin anew, we can all sense an 

end and a beginning as we emerge blinking 

into the daylight, to look at what we do well and 

what we do less well, and to set about making 

a difference. 

It is all rather exciting really. 

With all best wishes, and looking forward to 

SEEING you soon, 

Andrew 

 

A Letter from Curate, Andrew Hurst 
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Pas un chat dans les rues! 

Apologies for the French title, but in six words it 

sums up neatly the situation in the weeks of 

lockdown. No cats, nor much other life in the 

centre of Cambridge - no students, no tourists, 

very few basic shoppers. Rather eerie and post-

apocalyptic in some ways, with nobody at all in 

Trinity Street and Kings’ Parade, looking like an 

abandoned film set, but offering (to use two 

outworn words) unprecedented and unique 

experiences in other ways.  

When else has it been possible on a weekday 

mid-morning to stand in the middle of the road in 

Bridge Street listening to birdsong? Or to stand 

on the road in Trumpington Street with a couple 

trying to film the two peregrine falcons they could 

see perched on the tower of the old University 

Press building? Or having the time to try to 

measure the approximate trunk circumference 

and spread of foliage of the largest chestnut tree 

in Cambridge by the number of paces it took to 

walk round it? These experiences I had by taking 

the 199 bus to the market square on Tuesdays 

and Fridays and, before essential shopping, 

walking around a familiar but transformed city 

centre. 

My walks took me in all directions from the Market 

Square: west to Jesus Green and back past a 

punt free Magdalene Bridge; east along 

Trumpington Street, back along Tennis Court 

Road; north across Midsummer Common and 

along the river of college boathouses and moored 

houseboats; south to the Backs and the historic 

Castle Hill area. In all these I was under no 

pressure to hurry and could stop without 

obstructing anyone in mid pavement, on traffic 

free road, or deserted river footpath. I was free 

to gaze in admiration at individual trees, upper 

floors of buildings and small private gardens. 

Most of these I had ‘passed a hundred times 

and failed to see’.  

Memorable moments: the views from the castle 

mound looking not onto roofs as I expected, but 

tree tops – as if surveying a forest; two beautiful 

Georgian houses within five minutes’ walk of 

one another and the Victorian cottages amid the 

tall new buildings of Tennis Court Road; the 

huge trees, especially chestnuts in bloom and 

splendid copper beeches almost everywhere; 

the Princess Diana memorial garden in Christ’s 

Pieces, and many more.  

I am writing this just before the shops reopen, so 

this strange period of idyllic peace and quiet 

among the famous and less known sights of 

Cambridge will be over. I look forward to normal 

life returning to the streets, particularly in my 

case the opportunity to enjoy a good cup of 

coffee inside a bustling café, but I shall remain a 

little nostalgic.  

(These walks only happened on Tuesdays and 

Fridays; on the other days of the week I 

explored Newnham and its near surrounding 

with many discoveries – but that’s another 

story). 

Derek Cummings 
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40 Grantchester Road, Newnham, Cambridge 

01223 503634 lathambuilders.com 07528 772899 

JM CARPENTRY 
Carpentry · Building · Property Maintenance 

01223 515880 / 07932 788801 

10 Selwyn Road, CB3 9EB 

Domestic & Commercial Carpentry Services 

Kitchens, Roofing, New Builds, Joinery 

Works, Windows, Doors 

CHIROPODIST & PODIATRIST 

BEECHWOOD PRACTICE 

41 HILLS ROAD 

Celia Kenney, B.Sc. (Hons) Podiatry, 

M.Ch.S, S.R.Ch. 

Available for home appointments 

 01223 315541  07939 227195 

A Rocha UK is a Christian charity working for the 

protection and restoration of the natural world and 

committed to mobilising Christians and churches 

in the UK to care for the environment. It is affiliated 

to A Rocha International, which works in nineteen 

countries worldwide and takes its name (the 

Portuguese for “The Rock”) from the field study 

centre in Portugal that was the movement’s first 

initiative. Some of you will remember Dave 

Bookless, who has worked with A Rocha both in 

the UK and internationally, and who led an 

inspiring evening for us in St Mark’s during our 

Creation week last September. 

St Mark’s is also linked with A Rocha by means of 

the Eco-Church scheme that they run and which 

helps churches to develop concern and care for 

the natural world across all our activities. We are 

committed to becoming an eco-church and have 

been taking steps in that direction. 

A Rocha UK also supports a number of 

programmes such as the Partners in Action 

network of Christian land managers. This includes 

A Rocha’s own two nature reserves, Foxearth 

Meadows and Wolf Fields, which are also 

demonstration sites to inspire and enable others to 

manage small or larger areas of land for the 

benefit of people and nature.  

In all its work in the UK and other countries, A 

Rocha is identified by five core commitments: 

Christian – Underlying all we do is our biblical 

faith in the living God, who made the world, loves 

it and entrusts it to the care of human society. 

Conservation – We carry out research for the 

conservation and restoration of the natural world 

and run environmental education programmes for 

people of all ages. 

Community – Through our commitment to God, 

each other and the wider creation, we aim to 

develop good relationships both within the A 

Rocha family and in our local communities. 

Cross-cultural – We draw on the insights and 

skills of people from diverse cultures, both locally 

and around the world. 

Cooperation – We work in partnership with a wide 

variety of organisations and individuals who share 

our concerns for a sustainable world. 

Please support A Rocha generously this month. 

Richard Bauckham 

A Rocha UK : The July Charity  
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Carpet Cleaning &  
Stone Floor, Upholstery, Rugs 

In business since 1993 

01223 832 928       
www.Rothwells.biz 

We’re an honest local family firm. 
Our large truck mounted machines mean more cleaning & drying power for the 

best results possible. 100% satisfaction or it’s FREE. 
Call Oliver and Max Campbell for expert help today. 

Domenic 
The Gentlemen’s Hairdresser 

45 Newnham Road 

9.00 - 5.30 Tuesday - Friday 

  8.30 - 4.30  Saturday 

Appointments or ‘drop in’ 

Cambridge 309750      

CAMFED : August Charity of  the Month 

individually. She will have support from her 

cohort and also from one of the 7,500 CAMFED 

alumnae who volunteer their time as role 

models. These ‘Learner Guides’ draw on their 

own experiences to help with the real and 

dangerous challenges that a marginalised child 

faces. 

CAMFED Alumnae network - CAMA 

One of CAMFED’s most impressive 

achievements is the pan-African network of 

140,000 alumnae who exponentially multiply the 

impact of CAMFED. As well as training the 

‘Learner Guides’, they train ‘Transition Guides’ 

to equip those leaving school with life skills and 

encourage them into employment, 

entrepreneurship or further education. Many 

alumnae have become doctors, lawyers, 

teachers and government officials. CAMA 

provides a structure for members to develop 

their leadership,  helping to break the cycle of 

poverty, and to develop resilience to climate 

change. Evidence for the sustainability of the 

model lies in the fact that 41% of the girls helped 

by CAMFED are currently supported by CAMA 

alumnae themselves, and a further 36% by their 

communities. 

Your support  

£10 can give a girl essential educational 

supplies 

£30 pays for school uniform 

£120 can keep a girl in high school for a year 

Educating girls is the best investment we can 

make in alleviating poverty and making the 

world a safer place.  It is fantastic that our local 

church community has recognised this and is 

interested in supporting CAMFED’s work.   

Clare Goodhart 

CAMFED’s mission is to eradicate poverty 

through the education of girls and empowerment 

of young women. CAMFED (Campaign for 

Female Education) was founded in 1993 by Ann 

Cotton, who lives in Newnham, and has become 

an internationally acclaimed charity.  Starting 

with a cohort of 32 girls in Zimbabwe, the 

organisation has grown exponentially and is now 

also active in Zambia, Tanzania, Malawi and 

Ghana. Overall, CAMFED has now supported 

the education of 3.3 million girls. 

Why female education? 

Most families in rural Africa cannot afford to 

educate all their children, and traditionally it is 

the sons who are sent to school. Daughters face 

exclusion from education on a massive scale. Its 

is estimated that across the continent, 52 million 

girls are out of school. 

Yet investing in girls’ education has an incredible 

multiplier effect providing returns for generations 

to come. Unlike her brothers, a young woman 

will reinvest 90% of her earnings into her family, 

and will be more likely to remain local and to 

lead change in her community. Educated girls 

have smaller families, and are much less likely 

to catch HIV. Investing in girls and women is a 

proven way of improving the health and welfare 

of entire nations. 

How are girls supported? 

CAMFED operates a gold standard model of 

accountability. Everyone is treated as an 

individual, but no-one is supported in isolation.  

Cohorts of marginalised girls are carefully 

selected by local committees to attend one of 

6,000 selected schools. Financial support for 

school fees, uniform, equipment and sanitary 

protection is given directly to the girl’s family, 

and the progress of each child is tracked 
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LOCAL HANDYMAN 

Andy Beeton 

• General gardening and house maintenance 

• Small painting jobs or repairs 

• Also professional plasterer 

Free Estimates 

07800 871738 

andrew.beeton48@gmail.com 

 
Garage Services : GP Motors 

Newnham Service Centre 
Eltisley Avenue 
Cambridge CB3 9JQ 
Tel: 01223 355574 

www.gp-cars.com 
e-mail: enquiries@gp-cars.com 

VE Day and the Celebrations in Newnham in 1945 

The archive of Parish Magazines for St Mark's gives a unique glimpse into how the end of World War II in Eu-

rope was marked and how the community tried to come to terms with this momentous event. Throughout there 

is a note of caution as many of the local servicemen had been serving with the Cambridgeshire Regiment in 

the Far East and at this time their fate was unknown. However, the Vicar at the time, the Revd Edward Arm-

strong, strikes a balanced view of the need to celebrate the peace but not to forget all the past hardships and 

those still to come. 

These extracts are taken from his monthly newsletters. 

23rd April 1945 

‘I think we can assume that the day 

officially fixed for celebrating the victory of 

the Allies in Europe will be announced 

some time ahead of the actual day. We 

shall be discussing arrangements at the 

next meeting of the PCC and you will be 

informed in good time of the various 

services. Remembering the famine and 

distress throughout Europe and the war 

with Japan, our Thanksgivings ..should be 

the rededication of ourselves to further 

effort and continued service.’ 

21st May 1945 

‘Victory in Europe Day was celebrated throughout the 

country, so far as one could judge, with due jubilation 

but without forgetfulness that it marked, as the Prime 

Minister said, a brief pause for rejoicing rather than 

the end of the task. When so many of our men are 

still fighting in the East, and there are still numbers of 

prisoners yet un-released, we are fully conscious of 

the magnitude of the job still to be done. None the 

less the defeat of Germany, marks a landmark in the 

struggle and probably one of the greatest turning 

points in the whole history of Europe. For us it means 

certain immediate and obvious relaxations of the 

burden of anxiety and inconvenience – the lifting of 

the black-out, the end of civil defence and the 

fireguard duty, the cessation of air-raid warnings and 

no more flying bombs droning overhead.’ 

18th June 1945 

‘I should like to take the opportunity of 

mentioning the Victory Celebrations and 

parties which have been held in the streets 

of the parish. The greatest credit is due to 

those who organised them and made them 

so highly enjoyable. It was evident to all that 

a great deal of planning and hard work and 

forethought had been devoted to organising 

them and that local trades people and 

householders had been very generous in 

their contributions and support. From 

beginning to the end these Celebrations 

were an admirable demonstration of good 

fellowship, neighbourliness and happy, 

orderly jollification. They will long be 

memorable and the children will never 

forget the good time they had. May it not be 

long before we are able to celebrate Victory 

in the Far East.’ 

Victory against Japan was celebrated later in the year 

but was much more low key. The devastation caused 

by the dropping of the nuclear bombs and the 

horrendous loss of life in Japan and the stories of the 

treatment and horrors of the prisoners of war came at 

the end of 6 years of turmoil. As the Revd Edward 

Armstrong writes in August, ‘Clearly victory has been 

greeted in the right way – with sincere and sober 

rejoicing accompanied by a realisation that it is by no 

means the end of all our striving.’ 

Sue Wagner 
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C & C BLINDS 
SPECIALISTS IN BLINDS 

ANY SIZE   ANY COLOUR 

FREE ESTIMATES 

01223 211171 07761 262070 

Vertical Blinds, Roller Blinds,          

Venetian Blinds, Wooden Blinds,     

Roman Blinds, Pleated Blinds, Repairs 

 COUSINS BUTCHERS & DELI 
36 Grantchester Street; Tel (01223) 35 28 56 

www.CambridgeButchers.com  
 

Locally-sourced top quality meats. 

Fresh seasonal fruits and vegetables. 

Award-winning pies and sausages.  

  Everything you need for the BBQ this summer...            

and even ice cream. 

 

Extra sockets to full re-wires 

Inspections & Testing 

Part P registered 

Call for free friendly advice 

01223 521882  07830 349199 

info@electricalcontractorcambridge.com 

Nonagenarian Sir David Harrison 

David and Sheila Harrison first moved into their 

home in Gough Way over 55 years ago, but David’s 

association with Cambridge (and Newnham) goes 

back even further. However, they have not lived in 

their house continuously since then as David’s 

remarkable career took them away for over 20 

years. 

David was born, on the 3rd May 1930, in Clacton-

on-Sea in Essex. His father was a Civil Engineer in 

local government. David sang in the choir at St 

James, Clacton, with his father. At the beginning of 

the Second World War David, then aged 10, along 

with his Mother and younger brother, went to stay 

with his grandparents in Sunderland (where his 

parents had married). Whilst there he took the 11+ 

exam and proceeded to Grammar School in 

Sunderland, transferring to Clacton County High 

School on the family’s return in 1942. After leaving 

school with the Higher School Certificate, David 

was called up for National Service in the Army 

(REME) first in Blandford and then in Honiton for 

officer training. 

In 1950 David first came to Cambridge as an 

undergraduate at Selwyn College beginning an 

association that has continued for over 70 years. In 

those days of National Service most men came up 

at 20, rather than 18. He read Natural Sciences and 

after graduating in 1953 stayed on to study for a 

PhD in Physical Chemistry. As a research student 

he lodged in Selwyn Road with Mr and Mrs Frost, 

both employees of the College, and he remembers 

being exceedingly well looked after even to the 

extent of having his socks ironed! 

It was during this time that he took advantage of his 

(ultimately lifelong) friendship with two fellow 

students who were bellringers. When Billy Graham 

visited Cambridge in 1956, the queue to get into 

Great St Mary’s to hear him stretched way down 

Trumpington Street but David was able to sneak 

into the bellringing chamber with his friends and 

after the bellringing to descend into the organ loft 

which gave a perfect view of proceedings. 

The completion of his PhD coincided with the 

opening of a new Department in the University, the 

Department of Chemical Engineering. David, then a 

Physical Chemist, was among the first members of 

staff. He remembers a busy time giving lectures on 

some topics whilst attending lectures on others as 

he embraced the new discipline.  

In 1957 David was elected to a Fellowship at 

Selwyn College (which brought with it 

accommodation at the top of the gatehouse) and 

http://www.CambridgeButchers.com
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Dispensing Chemist 
N.K. Jank 

32a Eltisley Ave, Tel. 322473 

8.30 - 18.00 Monday to Friday 

8.30 - 13.00 Saturday 

Closed 13.00 - 14.00 Mon & Thurs 

Aromatherapy oils, health and skin care, 
healthfood, gifts wrapped with style 

 

A caring and professional service at all times  
Richard Stebbings Ltd  

Funeral Service  
Kendal House, Cambridge Road,  

Impington, Cambridge CB24 9YS  

Tel: 01223 232309                   

Fax: 01223 232319               
Member of the British Institute of Funeral 

Directors 

• Independent family business  

• Personal 24 hour service  

• Private Chapel of Rest  

• Pre-payment funeral plans  

• Monumental masonry  

• Floral Tributes 

over the ensuing years took on an increasing 

number of responsibilities, including that of Senior 

Tutor. 

David and Sheila were married in 1962, in Selwyn 

Chapel, by Professor Owen Chadwick, with Dr 

John Sweet giving the address. They moved into 

their current home in Gough Way in 1964. David 

recalls that it was the Show House of the 

development which came to be built as Corpus 

Christi College sold off land to finance the building 

of postgraduate accommodation at Leckhampton 

House, off Grange Road. He believes that they are 

the last remaining “original” owners in Gough Way. 

Michael, their eldest child, was a baby when they 

moved in and Sarah and Tony came along in 1965 

and 1966. They therefore grew up in Newnham. 

Tony received organ lessons from Jonathan 

(Hellyer Jones) and from Arthur Wills at Ely and at 

the age of 12 played at his Grandfather’s wedding. 

In 1967 David, Sheila and the children spent six 

months at the University of Delaware, where David 

was a Visiting Professor and whilst there took the 

opportunity for wider travel, including to Canada. 

This was followed by another six months visiting 

professorship in 1976, this time to Australia and the 

University of Sydney. 

In 1979 the Harrisons left Gough Way and were not 

to return until David’s retirement in 2000. Their first 

destination was the University of Keele in 

Staffordshire when David was appointed Vice-

Chancellor. His five years there included the time 

of huge cuts in University funding precipitating 

financial crises in many Universities. The 

Chancellor during those years (and indeed the 

previous 25) was Princess Margaret who David 

and Sheila got to know very well as she was a 

regular visitor. In 1984 David became Vice-

Chancellor of Exeter University where he remained 

for 10 years until the return to Cambridge. 

By now the children were of University age. 

Michael (in 1982) and Tony (in 1985) both went to 

Selwyn and Sarah to Bristol. Tragically Tony died 

in 1986 having just completed a very successful 

first year. 

In 1994 David and Sheila 

returned to Cambridge but 

not yet back to Gough Way. 

David became Master of 

Selwyn College and they 

moved into the Master’s 

Lodge in the College. The 

College had changed 

somewhat in the preceding 

15 years but at least the geography was familiar. 

David retired from the Mastership in 2000 and he 

and Sheila moved back into Gough Way. 

If these demanding and high profile appointments 

were not enough, David also took on a multitude of 

other roles over his working life (and indeed into 

retirement). These included being on the governing 

body of many independent schools (including 20 

years at Shrewsbury School, 14 as Chairman); 

being Chairman of the Trustees of Homerton 

College from 1979 until 2010, negotiating the 

hurdles necessary for it to receive its Royal Charter 

as a fully-fledged College of the University 

(Harrison House and Harrison Drive at Homerton 

recognise his service); President of the Institution 
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PAUL WALDMANN 

Designs in Wood 

41 Norfolk Street 
pm.waldmann@ntlworld.com 

01223 314001    07740 167055 

Cabinet making 

Furniture restoration 

Interior woodwork 

(fitted cupboards, bookcases, etc.) 

C.S. MARTIN 

PAINTING & DECORATING 
For a complete and reliable interior 

and exterior decorating service 

Free estimates and advice 

Over 25 years experience 

Please contact Chris on 01223 
233613 or 07778338437 

cs.martin@ntlworld.com 

  

Beginners 

PIANO TUITION  
in your own home 

  

Tel: 07834 420739 

maureen.pritchett@gmail.com 

Registered with Ofsted 

   

Seeking Experienced Tutors to join 
our growing team 

Visit our website to apply 

www.tutordoctor.co.uk/cambridge 

01223 430432 

 

 

 

St Mark's Church Mission Statement 

To be the people of God in this place and to work to make God 

more real for our community. 

of Chemical Engineers; Chairman of the Committee of Vice-

Chancellors and Principals; Chairman of the National 

Committee on Safely in Nuclear Installations in 1993 (5 years); 

Director of the Salters’ Institute in 1993 (22 years); Chairman of 

the Eastern Arts Board of the Arts Council; Chairman of the 

Council of the Royal School of Church Music (RSCM) in 1996 

(9 years); member of the University Council and Deputy Vice-

Chancellor at Cambridge University.  

David was awarded a CBE in 1990 for services to Higher 

Education and in 1997 was knighted for services to Higher 

Education and to Nuclear Safety. 

In 1999, just before he was due to retire, The Bishop of Ely 

asked David to join a group to set up the new cathedral 

statutes, following new legislation. So, once the new statutes 

had become law, David chaired the Ely Council (for 15 years!). 

Upon his retirement, he was appointed High Bailiff of the 

Cathedral which, fortunately, has no known duties! 

David and Sheila have enjoyed travelling both before and in 

their retirement. In 2001 they went to visit Michael and Sophie 

in Sydney, where Michael was working. They decided to go via 

Los Angeles, called in at the Cook Islands in the Pacific, and 

went to Sydney via Auckland. They returned via Hong Kong. In 

2004 they were again in Sydney; in 2006 they came back via 

South Africa, and Vancouver. 

Of course, over all these years in Cambridge, St Mark’s has 

featured in their lives. (They went to St Mark’s when they could 

during the vacations and knew all the Vicars going back to Mr 

Armstrong.) In addition to Selwyn and St Mark’s there was also 

the lure of the services at King’s College and at Great St Mary’s 

for the University services. They do not appear in the Marriage 

Register of St Mark’s, however, as Selwyn is in the parish of St 

Giles. 

Music has featured strongly in their lives over the years, and 

here in Cambridge they are spoilt for choice with all that goes 

on. 

David’s 90th birthday was during “lockdown” so the planned 

dinner with the Fellows at Selwyn could not take place – 

instead he had a quiet celebration at home and, no doubt, a 

dinner will follow in due course. There was, however, a lovely 

surprise for David to mark his birthday – the New SCR (the 

Fellows’ Combination Room) is to be renamed as the Harrison 

Room. What a marvellous act to salute a marvellous man! 

Congratulations on your 90th birthday, David! 

Margaret Hay 

Footnote: Whoever would have thought that the Former Tutorial 

Secretary would interview the Former Master of Selwyn 

College! What a daunting prospect! Sir David, it was a sheer 

pleasure and an honour and privilege. 

Margaret  
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Newnham Post Office 

Delicatessen/Newsagent 

Jean and Neera 

01223 354391 
Off licence, Provisions, Cakes/Biscuits, 

Cheese Counter, Luxury Ice Cream 

8.00am - 8.00pm daily 

Sunday 8.00am - 4.00pm 

THE DERBY STORES 

felt that sat on top of them. So now we 

have an army of plants that are wheeled 

around to stay in the sun. All good 

exercise along with the watering from the 

rain-water butts! 

Of course, this means there is no time to 

lounge around and there is nowhere to sit 

anymore anyway. So there you have it, 

Meals on Wheels! 

Oh dear, what are those marks on the 

leaves. Those tomatoes are supposed to 

blight resistant! 

Take care of yourselves and the 

environment too. 

Rosemary Ley 

Meals on Wheels 

We were out for a short walk the other evening when 

we suddenly heard the sound of clapping. Of course, 

it was the last Thursday Clap for the NHS wasn’t it? 

We were just passing Teresa Green’s house when we 

were greeted not only by Teresa and her family but by 

two very fine cockerels prancing around in the road, 

all social distancing of course. One of the birds was 

lacking in his tail feathers but evidently that was due 

to a set-to in the summer house with a hopeful fox 

that was beaten off when they fought back. Looking at 

those talons I could see why! In case you are 

concerned that the birds have something to do with 

the title, fear not. That is related to my latest project, 

growing vegetables in pots! 

Inspired by programmes on TV and articles in the 

news, I fished out last year’s seeds from the seed box 

and found some tomato seeds that were said to be 

‘blight resistant’. Trying as always to be eco, I filled 

some plastic food trays that I was planning to recycle 

anyway with some leftover compost, sprinkled the 

seeds on top, watered and covered them with yet 

more clear plastic containers destined for recycling. 

The contents of my ‘propagators’ sat seemingly 

dormant on the windowsill and then the sunshine 

came and, lo and behold, we had tomato plants…

hundreds of them! I potted them all on into bigger pots 

that had been stockpiled in the shed. (We are not 

supposed to put black plastic in the blue bin to recycle 

and I didn’t have the heart to put them in the black bin 

to go to landfill). Anyway the seedlings grew and grew 

and I was wondering what I was going to do with them 

all when my daughter said that she would take as 

many as I liked as people in her village were not 

having any luck with their tomatoes this year. 

‘Problem solved’ I thought and left them outside at the 

front to be collected. However, when I went to check 

they had gone I found loads more pots of plants; 

courgettes, green beans, butternut squash you name 

it. There were enough for a whole allotment. (The 

exchange system is still alive and well in villages I 

understand!) 

I put all the plants in the garden room/conservatory 

but you know what lovely weather we had in May. 

Well it was getting like a tropical jungle in there so my 

husband said that they all had to go out! 

We have a small garden and the patio gets sun but in 

different parts during the day. If we put them in one 

place they would not get much sun and by now they 

were in bigger pots and getting heavier to move. 

“Wheels”, he said, “That’s the solution!” So online I 

went and yes, Amazon had sturdy little wooden 

stands on wheels and ‘eco’ tomato bags made from 
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A Prayer for Lockdown Summer 

Our Father in heaven 

Although we find ourselves in troublesome times we 

thank you for your  goodness. 

Thank you that we have seen this goodness in many 

different ways and through many different people 

during these testing times. 

Thank you for the people who have stepped up to 

serve. Thank you for all those working in the NHS and 

Care homes, all involved in the shops and delivery 

services and many other key workers.  We ask that 

you will bless them and let them know they are loved 

and valued. 

Thank you for a time of reflection in which we have 

realised what a blessing friends and family are. A time 

in which our communities have stepped up to support 

one another. 

We ask that you will be with each and every person in 

our community. Comfort the isolated, the lonely and 

bereaved and let all know they are loved.  

Lord help us to acknowledge the suffering and pain 

caused by the present pandemic but also to be 

positive focussing on love and kindness and beauty in 

Nature. Help us to prioritise the right things and to love 

our neighbours as ourselves. 

Lord, we ask that you will bless us and keep us, make 

your face to shine upon us, be gracious to us and give 

us peace. 

In Jesus name Amen. 

Amy Whitear and Margaret Banks 

Amy has been living with her grandmother, Margaret, 
during lockdown and we thank her very much for her 
contribution to Seek. 

The September Issue of  SEEK 

It is hard to plan with any certainty for our September edition yet but the deadline for contributions will arrive surprisingly 

quickly.  Please send them by Sunday 16th August to Jane Plows at janemp@virginmedia.com (350120) or to any 

member of the committee. 

Contributions to the 

Monthly Charities 
It will, of course, not be possible to make 

contributions to the Charity of the Month via 

the Sunday collections in the usual way. 

Instead, if possible, please make your 

payment directly into the church account 

giving as reference the name of the charity. 

The details are given below. 

St Mark’s Church, Newnham, account 

number 00019664, sort code 40-52-40. 

It is also possible to give online to St Mark’s. 

If you would like to contribute to the general 

fund or to the Charity of the Month go to 

Rachel’s weekly newsletter to find the link. 

Opening the Church  

The PCC met via Zoom on the 16th June to 

discuss how we can open our church building 

for private prayer. They are pleased to 

announce that from Friday 26th June, the 

church building will be open on Friday 

afternoons and Tuesday mornings. Leaving 72 

hours between each session removes the need 

for deep cleaning, which is not possible. 

 Full details of opening times will be advertised 

on thes website, and on the church noticeboard. 

In addition, they are developing resources to 

encourage people to use the church grounds as 

a place for prayer and reflection. There will be a 

series of 'prayer stations' in the grounds and on 

the outward facing windows of the narthex. 

These will offer a chance to pause, reflect and 

pray on site, even when the church building is 

closed. 


