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Every year in October, some 

new words are added to the 

Oxford English Dictionary. 

These words reflect changes in 

culture, sub-culture, language 

and world movements. In 2019 

over 650 new words were 

added, including terms from 

Star Wars (Jedi), newly popular food items (e.g. 

Arancini, Cobb salad), slang terms such as ‘sumfin’ 

and ‘whatevs’ (which, if I am honest, made me flinch 

as I read them!) and, of course, the new 

phenomenon of ‘fake news’. Other words such as 

‘steaming’ have had additional definitions added (for 

your interest, steaming now means ‘a state of 

intense inebriation’ as well as ‘giving off steam’ or 

‘intensely hot’!) 

I wonder what words we will find added this year. 

Who knows, but I would be very surprised if they 

didn’t include some of the words and phrases that 

have become commonplace in recent months. The 

language of the last few months has been dominated 

by pandemic related words – some of which we 

already knew and used, albeit infrequently, and are 

now commonplace, some which have taken on new 

meanings and some phrases which we have used 

for the first time – ‘social distancing’ for example.  

And social distancing is a phrase that I think reflects 

something of the reality of the last few months. I 

would have preferred it if we had used ‘physical 

distancing’ as that is what has been vital in trying to 

limit the spread of the Covid 19 virus. We have had 

to limit physical contact, we have had to physically 

distance, but what I think many of us have realised is 

that we really don’t want to limit social contact. I don’t 

want to be separated from friends, family, strangers, 

loved ones. I can physically distance myself from 

them but social interaction seems vitally important for 

our mental and emotional health and, I would say, for 

our spiritual health. My experience of the love and 

presence of God is so often felt, seen and 

experienced through others – in their words and 

actions. 

For many of us, we have found new ways to socially 

interact whilst remaining physically apart. Towards 

the end of March I remember hearing people 

speaking about something called Zoom and not 

knowing what on earth they were talking about; by 

the end of that month I was using it sometimes 

several times a day. Zoom Church has really taken 

off and we are getting around 100 people or so 

across the two churches at our 10.30 am Zoom 

service. Although we haven’t been able to meet 

together physically, we have been able to socially 

interact. The lovely thing about Zoom is that it is live 

and it is interactive and one of my favourite parts of 

Sunday is the ‘chat’ that takes place on my screen 

before and after the service. 

Throughout July and August, we have begun to be 

able to open our church buildings for some services 

and during the week. The building is open for private, 

individual prayer on Wednesday afternoons and 

there is a 9.00 am communion service each Sunday, 

alternating between St Mark’s and Grantchester. At 

the stage of writing, the plan is that this pattern will 

continue through September as a minimum, with the 

10.30 am Zoom service continuing as the ‘main’ 

service for those who can engage in that way and a 

small 9.00 am service each week in one or other of 

the churches. As you know we have to restrict 

numbers to services and face coverings are now 

mandatory. It may be that we can do more but, until 

further guidance is issued, we can’t make those 

decisions just yet. The best way to keep up to date 

with what is happening is to visit our website – 

stmarksnewnham.org and/or to sign up to our 

mailing list (the link is on the website). If you are not 

online, please give me a ring (845634) and I can 

keep you up to date by other methods. 

With regard to the Community Centre, again we are 

not able to give a firm plan for the term ahead but we 

are working towards, hopefully, being able to reopen 

for at least some of the regular classes. Please keep 

in touch with your tutor or class leader who will let 

you know in due course what the plans are. I’m 

afraid there is a lot of ‘watch this space’! 

In the meantime, I think physical distancing is to be a 

reality for a bit longer as we try and care for one 

another and protect those who are most vulnerable. 

However, let’s not ‘socially’ distance but look for 

other ways to keep in touch and to care for one 

another even if we cannot gather physically. And 

perhaps we might just catch a glimpse of the love of 

God in one another. 

 

 

 

 

The Revd Rachel Rosborough 

rachelrosborough@hotmail.com 

The Vicar’s Letter 
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Seek is printed by Chris and Barbara Wright situated in St Neots 

01480 474112               07836 717950            aerocrw@gmail.com  

 Services in September  

(as far as we know!) 

Every Sunday         10.30 am    Zoom Service                               

(meeting ID and password available via our mailing list) 

Sunday 6th  September   9.00 am                                                Communion                                                                Grantchester 

Sunday 13th September  9.00 am                                               Communion                                                                 St Mark’s 

Sunday 20th  September  9.00 am                                             Communion                                                              Grantchester 

Sunday 27th  September  9.00 am                                             Communion                                                              St Mark’s 

Other services may be added as guidance changes. Please keep an eye on our website for updates. 

We thank Andrew for agreeing to tell us a bit more 

about himself and assure him of our best wishes 

and prayers as the date of his Ordination 

approaches. 

Ordination now is only a (delayed) few weeks away 
at Ely Cathedral at the end of September. I have 
been with the two Churches of St Mark’s and St 
Andrew’s for about a month or so now and I feel 
very much at home. Thank you for all your warm 
welcomes and big smiles of greeting behind the 
masks! In fact, once the masks come off, I will have 
to start re-recognising everyone again, and may get 
to the point when I ask you to put a mask on so that 
I can tell what you look like … 

By way of my own introduction, I have been asked 
to write a little bit more about myself. I was born and 
brought up in Cambridge, went to school at Morley, 
Coleridge and Hills Road, and from there to Oxford 
to read Law in 1984. I was very fortunate to make 
fantastic friends at Sixth Form and to spend 
probably the most intense and formative phase of 
my life there between 1981 and 1983. It is as a 
consequence of my Hills Road friendships that I 
enjoyed the parties in Derby Street that I felt 
compelled to apologise for in my recent Sermon - 
thirty odd years later. 

From Oxford I went to Law School, met Teresa, 
qualified in due course as a Solicitor and promptly 
realised I disliked my new profession, where we 
spent all day long (and sometimes half the night) 
arguing about money, or so it seemed to me. So it 
was that I took a big plunge, resigned and 
transferred to the Criminal Bar. I was very fortunate 
to be taken on as a tenant in a very good Set and 
embarked upon a life of crime. For the last ten to 
fifteen years until my recent big career change I was 
principally doing medical regulatory work, most 
recently representing Doctors at the GMC and 

before Inquests from Chambers at 2 Hare Court. 
Now I am back to Crime, and I am really enjoying 
my new life in the Criminal Justice System. 

Teresa and I returned to Cambridge in 2003 with 
our daughter, and since then our son was born (in a 
rush - and nearly in the corridor - at the Rosie). 
Teresa was at Churchill College all those years ago, 
so we both have reasons to continue to feel 
affection for Cambridge on our long-established 
return. Just before lock down Rachel and I had a 
“meeting” in the Red Bull on Barton Road — it was 
nice to be back after many years when I used to go 
there with my friends to play Bar Billiards badly. 

So, often at moments like that I think, “How have I 
got here?” My first real sense of calling to the 
Priesthood was probably around 2012/2013, and 
one thing led to another, and whatever I did do at 
Church was never quite enough. Many 
conversations and meetings followed, as did a lot of 
form filling .. and eventually I was on a selection 
Panel and then, when I was waiting for what 
seemed an eternity for the result, I realised I wanted 
this very much. 

Three very happy years of training part-time with the 
Eastern Region Ministry Course followed, and here I 
am, a few weeks away from Ordination, with you, 
and very happy and excited to be so.  

Although I continue to work full time in the week, I 
shall be a very committed Curate, and I feel very 
blessed to be sent to the parishes of Newnham and 
Grantchester. I am looking forward to being together 
in non-Covid times - as we all are; and when life is 
“normal” (or the “new normal”) it will be really good 
to meet mask-free.  

And I am still rubbish at Bar Billiards, if anyone 
wants a game … 

Andrew Hurst 

 Andrew Hurst 



4 

Domenic 
The Gentlemen’s Hairdresser 

45 Newnham Road 

9.00 - 5.30 Tuesday - Friday 

  8.30 - 4.30  Saturday 

Appointments or ‘drop in’ 

Cambridge 309750      

JM CARPENTRY 
Carpentry · Building · Property Maintenance 

01223 515880 / 07932 788801 

10 Selwyn Road, CB3 9EB 

Domestic & Commercial Carpentry Services 

Kitchens, Roofing, New Builds, Joinery 

Works, Windows, Doors 

CHIROPODIST & PODIATRIST 

BEECHWOOD PRACTICE 

41 HILLS ROAD 

Celia Kenney, B.Sc. (Hons) Podiatry, 

M.Ch.S, S.R.Ch. 

Available for home appointments 

 01223 315541  07939 227195 

Charity of  the month : Friends of  the Holy Land 

When a group of pilgrims set off from St Mark’s on a snowy morning in February last year, we knew we would 
be visiting all the principle sites and shrines associated with the life of Jesus but some of us did not realise 
how important this trip would be, not just for us but also the tiny number of Christians in the Holy Land.  

Bishop Stephen explained that Friends of the Holy Land is ecumenical and apolitical. The charity focuses 
on encouraging Christians to remain in the land of their birth by supporting them in their very challenging 
environment - this support is characterised by encouraging people like us to visit the Holy Land, to pray for 
and meet its local people and to raise funds to help with its key areas of education, employment, housing, 
family support and health. 

Two highly dependent groups which are examples of how we can be of help are the St Vincent Crêche and St 
Martha’s House in Bethlehem.  

If you would like to help the Friends of the Holy Land, whose aim is ‘to give hope to vulnerable Christians’, 
please look in the box below to find details of how you can make your contribution. 

Sue Payne and Wendy Walford 

St Vincent’s offers a home for 
abandoned and sick children up to 
the age of six years old and is the 
only place where they will find peace 
and comfort as the present political 
context does not allow adoption.   

St Vincent Crêche 

St Martha’s House  

St Martha’s House provides a day 
centre for elderly women who, having 
once been at the centre of family life, 
now live alone in the midst of suffering 
hardship, warfare and discrimination.  
They have very few people and little 
money to support them; in many cases 
their children have moved overseas 
and there is no state pension in 
Palestine.  

Contributions to the Monthly Charities 

It will, of course, not be possible to make contributions to the Charity of the Month via the Sunday collections 

in the usual way. Instead, if possible, please make your payment directly into the church account giving as 

reference the name of the charity. The details are given below. 

St Mark’s Church, Newnham, sort code 40-52-40, account number 00019664. 

It is also possible to give online to St Mark’s. If you would like to contribute to the general fund or to the 

Charity of the Month go to Rachel’s weekly newsletter to find the link. 
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Victor Hugo: The Infanta’s Rose 

We have greatly enjoyed Derek Cummings’s contributions to Seek over the lockdown period. He tells us that 
he has spent much of his time translating poems into English. Readers will remember his translation of  
Heinrich Heine’s Mein Kind, wir waren Kinder in our June edition. This month and next month he brings us a 
translation of one of Victor Hugo’s poems. 

Victor Hugo is best known in the UK as the author of the novels on which the musical “Les Misérables” and the 
classic film “The Hunchback of Notre Dame” were based. In France he is also their most celebrated national 
poet. This poem is from a large collection of imaginative explorations of Old Testament stories, legends and 
slices of world history, which he published in the 1850s under the title “La Légende des Siècles.” 

Derek Cummings  

The Royal Palace at Aranjuez, Spain   July 1588 

Her duenna is watchful, the child holds a rose; 

What does she see? She herself scarcely knows: 

The rose, the pine trees, the gardens, a swan, 

The birch shaded pool it is sitting upon, 

White wings, rippling water, then along 

It glides further under branches in song; 

A park radiant with flowers, in sunlight aglow, 

She an angel in white like 

petrified snow. 

The gardens stretch 

onward till out of her sight, 

Behind her, the palace in a 

halo of light;       

She sees the clear ponds, 

where deer quench their 

thirst, 

And the eye-spotted 

peacocks under trees in 

leaf burst.  

Innocence fits on her like a new robe of white, 

Her graces all held in a pure beam of light. 

Fine lawns surround her, as the fountain jet flows. 

She stands by the pool, occupied by her rose: 

Genoese lace bodice, satin skirt to her feet, 

The arabesque pattern running down every pleat,   

Sinuously following the folds with gold thread 

In Florentine style (but real gold, be it said).       

She laughs, pouts her lips and wrinkles her nose 

In the royal magnificent all purple rose, 

From its urn-like bud bursting, its petals expand 

To fill the exquisite small grip of her hand. 

Her blue eyes are pretty beneath her light brow. 

She has all that joy, charm and fine scent can 

bestow 

What sweet gaze, azure! What a sweet name, 

Maria! 

Her appearance so bright and her name like a 

prayer!   

But what life does she face beneath the skies of this 

land? 

Poor child! She feels vaguely she’s born to be 

grand, 

As she looks at the parkland, with its shade and its 

sun -  

The huge sun now setting on a dark horizon - 

The magnificent radiance of the calm dying light, 

The murmuring streams one can hear out of sight, 

She looks at the meadows, nature eternal, serene  

With the earnest attention of a child to be queen.  

 When they enter her presence, all men must bow 

low, 

She’ll one day be Duchess of Brabant, they know.   

She is five, but she has learned to look with disdain, 

Becoming aware of her greatness in Spain.   

But the children of kings with darkness are crowned.  

They are learning to reign as they toddle around;   

Today they have picked a large rose from the briar; 

When older, to please her, they’ll pick an empire.   

Her gaze, now royal, seems to say: Mine by right! 

The respect all men owe her is tinged with some 

fright. 

She will govern Flanders or Sardinia no doubt, 

She is the Infanta; should you touch her, watch 

out!     

You could face the scaffold, however well meant; 

To save her from falling needs royal assent.      

The light fades, the child smiles, and all that she 

knows 

Is that she’s alive, as she carefully clutches her 

rose, 

Amid all the flowers and chattering nests 

In the grounds of the palace, as all the west’s 
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Carpet Cleaning &  
Stone Floor, Upholstery, Rugs 

In business since 1993 

01223 832 928       
www.Rothwells.biz 

We’re an honest local family firm. 
Our large truck mounted machines mean more cleaning & drying power for the 

best results possible. 100% satisfaction or it’s FREE. 
Call Oliver and Max Campbell for expert help today. 

LOCAL HANDYMAN 

Andy Beeton 

• General gardening and house maintenance 

• Small painting jobs or repairs 

• Also professional plasterer 

Free Estimates 

07800 871738 

andrew.beeton48@gmail.com 

 
Garage Services : GP Motors 

Newnham Service Centre 
Eltisley Avenue 
Cambridge CB3 9JQ 
Tel: 01223 355574 

www.gp-cars.com 
e-mail: enquiries@gp-cars.com 

Purple tints shimmer on trees and on stone  

Statues of goddesses; now all has grown 

Darker, and as the sun sets - no sound from the land, 

Just the laugh of a child with a rose in her hand.  

Aranjuez was designed as a pleasant retreat  

From the troubles of kingship and high summer heat, 

For the Holy Roman Emperor – Charles’ son is now King 

Philip the Second, obsessed with one thing 

On his mind, while pacing through room after room, 

A sinister figure when glimpsed in the gloom. 

From the parterre below, a dark 

shadow, and weird,    

And he whose dark projects by rulers 

are feared,   

For the whole of a day standing there 

might be found, 

As still as a monument on a burial 

ground; 

When he walks on – at the pace of a 

funeral ring 

From a belfry-like Death, but this 

shadow’s the King. 

As he stands by a window and leans 

on the wall, 

The scene down below does not figure at all. 

Not the pool, nor beside it the child, his own daughter, 

Not the gardens, nor even the glittering water 

Reflecting the gold of the sky  - all that he sees 

Is his great Spanish fleet upon the high seas,     

In the form of a constantly fast moving image 

And each detail he notes, as if there on the bridge.  

To be continued 

Translated by Derek Cummings 

PAUL WALDMANN 

Designs in Wood 

41 Norfolk Street 
pm.waldmann@ntlworld.com 

01223 314001    07740 167055 

Cabinet making 

Furniture restoration 

Interior woodwork 

(fitted cupboards, bookcases, etc.) 

C.S. MARTIN 

PAINTING & DECORATING 
For a complete and reliable interior 

and exterior decorating service 

Free estimates and advice 

Over 25 years experience 

Please contact Chris on 01223 
233613 or 07778338437 

cs.martin@ntlworld.com 

  

Beginners 

PIANO TUITION  
in your own home 

  

Tel: 07834 420739 

maureen.pritchett@gmail.com 

Registered with Ofsted 

   

Seeking Experienced Tutors to join 
our growing team 

Visit our website to apply 

www.tutordoctor.co.uk/cambridge 

01223 430432 
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Extra sockets to full re-wires 

Inspections & Testing 

Part P registered 

Call for free friendly advice 

01223 521882  07830 349199 

info@electricalcontractorcambridge.com 

C & C BLINDS 
SPECIALISTS IN BLINDS 

ANY SIZE   ANY COLOUR 

FREE ESTIMATES 

01223 211171 07761 262070 

Vertical Blinds, Roller Blinds,          

Venetian Blinds, Wooden Blinds,     

Roman Blinds, Pleated Blinds, Repairs 

  

 

Why are we making wildflower gardens and 
planting more trees on the Gough Way estate? 
Last year the Cambridge City Council declared a 
Climate Emergency and approved a motion that 
pledged to work toward a biodiversity net gain for 
Cambridge.  As part of their strategy, they set out 
to encourage community engagement with such 
projects as habitat creation for species diversity 
and the planting of trees. With this in mind, a group 
of local residents drew up a plan for actions for a 
greener Gough Way. This received strong support 
from the Gough Way Residents Association and 
Council representatives. 

Now parts of the plan 
are underway. We 
had asked the Council 
to plant more trees 
and we produced a 
map of the estate with 
all the locations for 
proposed new trees 
marked. These trees 
are now happy in their 
new home. Residents 
are particular pleased 
with some of the 
plantings, such as a 

tulip tree on the Birch tree island.  Outside our 
house, we got a Swiss pine - a good source for 
pine nuts, I am told. In addition, as if to endorse 
points about biodiversity, soon after its arrival I 
found a pine ladybird nearby, the first I had ever 
seen in the neighbourhood. We had also asked for 
the removal and replacement of a number of dead 
or diseased trees. Many of these were rowans. It 

used to be thought that rowans were a good choice 
for street trees in Cambridge, a British native with a 
berry crop, which is much enjoyed by several bird 
species. However, they do not thrive here, with our 
warming climate. They are more at home in the 
much wetter parts of Britain and are no longer 
being planted by the Council in Cambridge. We 

need to think of 
other berried trees 
in their stead.  

Ensuring a long 
flowering season 
with a diversity of 
largely native plants 
is important for the 

support of good populations of pollinating insects 
like bees, butterflies, hoverflies and other wildlife. 
We therefore proposed planting a wild flower 
garden in the grass areas of the Post box Island 
and in the triangle by the footpath by the Bin Brook 
bridge. This is a long and not entirely a 
straightforward process. We organised it by finding 
‘adopters‘ for each area who have guided and 
worked on the process with a lot of help from 
volunteers and the Council. Each of the areas was 
stripped of a good depth of turf and then seeded 
with a wildflower and grass mixture. In addition, 
some perennial plants were put in. Over the 
summer we have had the first flowers with a splash 
of poppies, cornflowers, corn marigolds and many 
others. It is very rewarding to watch bumblebees, 
hoverflies and other pollinators forage around the 
flowers and to see caterpillars on some yellow 
flowered mulleins.    

Martin Richards  

Gough Way Going Greener 
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 COUSINS BUTCHERS & DELI 
36 Grantchester Street; Tel (01223) 35 28 56 

www.CambridgeButchers.com  
 

Locally-sourced top quality meats. 

Fresh seasonal fruits and vegetables. 

Award-winning pies and sausages.  

  Everything you need for the BBQ this summer...            

and even ice cream. 

Dispensing Chemist 
N.K. Jank 

32a Eltisley Ave, Tel. 322473 

8.30 - 18.00 Monday to Friday 

8.30 - 13.00 Saturday 

Closed 13.00 - 14.00 Mon & Thurs 

Aromatherapy oils, health and skin care, 
healthfood, gifts wrapped with style 

Swallows and Amazon(s) 

I have to confess that I have sinned. An Eco sin but 
my friend Teresa Green informs me that they are 
the worst kind! We have had a wasp problem. Now I 
know that wasps are useful in the garden as they 
eat pests like greenfly but when they are getting in 
under the eaves of the house to build a nest my eco 
principles go out the window. Out of the window we 
had to go too. All geared up in a sturdy hooded 
anorak and rubber gloves and a mask (we have a 
lot of those nowadays it seems) we took it in turns to 
go out in trepidation onto the extension roof armed 
with an old spray can of wasp nest killer. The 
entrance hole was sprayed on several occasions 
but still the wasps kept coming in and out. By now 
we had run out of spray. Where were we going to 
get more in ‘lockdown’? Amazon of course! 

The next day another two cans arrived and the 
battle continued. However, as fast as we blocked up 
one hole, the wasps found another one. More cans 
of spray. More Eco sins. No wonder Amazon shares 
are going up! We decided that it was time to call in 
the professionals. I rang one well known pest 
control company and the lady told me that they 
would need a ‘cherry picker’ and that it would cost 
£500. Wow, that’s an awful lot of Amazon deliveries. 
Eventually I found a local firm called WaspRemoval 
and they sent someone out that day and charged a 
fraction of the price. 

Our neighbours have been far more ‘eco’ with their 
eaves. Some while ago I was collecting the milk 
bottles from the doorstep and I heard ‘bird’ noises. 
No, it wasn’t Teressa’s cockerels this time but a far 
louder tweeting sound. It seemed to be coming from 
our neighbour’s roof and lo and behold there were 
some long nest boxes under their eaves. It sounded 
like they were full of birds but I didn’t see any…and 
then the noise stopped. Not so much as a tweet. 

However, that evening the sounds started again 
only to stop at 8 pm. How weird is that? 

Well, on enquiry I found out that the bird boxes had 
been put up for swallows to nest in and the sounds 
were meant to attract them. Whatever next! 

I must admit that the repetitive sound was driving 
me mad the other evening as we were sitting out 
enjoying a glass of wine. “It’s OK,” said my 
husband, “Let’s put some music on. I’ve got just the 
thing. A bit of Wagner”. Within minutes the stirring 
sound of ‘Ride (flight) of the Valkyries’ was ringing 
out. (Dark sense of humour he has, hasn’t he?) 

Well, life was ticking along and one day we were 
peering out of the window to check that the wasps 
had really gone when we heard a similar bird sound 
(racket) to the recording. We looked up and there 
were half a dozen birds flying around. “They’re 
swifts,” he said. “Really? Not swallows? That’s going 
to spoil the title of my article. Swifts and Amazons 
doesn’t have the same ring about it.” Ah well I guess 
it could have been worse. What if they were 
Valkyries? I promise to try to be more ecological! I 
did at least recycle all the cardboard from the 
Amazon deliveries. 

Rosemary Ley 

           Swift                                                                                       Swallow 

http://www.CambridgeButchers.com
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We are extremely grateful to Ruth Lambert for 
contributing to our series of articles on the streets 
and buildings of Newnham. 

Waymouth Cottage, at the Merton Street/Derby 
Street junction, sandwiched between the first 
Teacher Training Establishment (see Blue 
Plaque) and Daisy Cottage, was built in 1898 by 
Caroline Amelia Stephen of The Porch. She was 
known as Aunt Milly in the family, according to 
Henrietta Garnett. The name is not only in the 
brick but also engraved in the fanlight above the 
front door. Does anyone know of the river Way? It 
was pointed out to me that if you remove the m 
and the h, you get Way Out, so I’m writing this as 
a “Way Out” of Lockdown, on the kitchen table as 
ever, seeking further enlightenment. 

After four boys, Caroline Amelia was the only 
daughter of the Under Secretary for the Colonies, 
Sir James Stephen, and his wife, Jane Venn, 
daughter of the evangelical Rector of Clapham. 
Her next but one brother, Leslie (ordained and 
celibate) had been at Trinity Hall and gave up his 
fellowship after his father died, because he had 
become convinced that “Noah’s Flood” was a 
fiction and so he acted resolutely according to his 
convictions, travelled to London and America and 
married. “Milly,” unmarried, cared for their 
parents, sitting in vigil at their bedsides at the end 
of their lives, right up until 1875. By 1895 she had 
moved from Malvern to Cambridge, she had 
become a Quaker and attended Jesus Lane 
Meeting. She had written Quaker Strongholds in 
1890, as well as transformational texts of liberal 
Theology adopted at a decisive Manchester 
Conference early in 1895. She wrote about 
accepting the solitary life, even if not chosen, and 
how to seize the master key of life, and turn 
everything to good account. 

As she herself lived in The Porch, she purposely 
built Waymouth Cottage two doors down, all 
doors and windows, with a central hearth to the 
home, (never two knocked together), for the 
young things to gather separately from her, the 
Quaker, “the nun in her own nunnery”.  

Who was of that younger generation crossing this 
threshold at the momentous dawn of the 20th 
century? Her brother Leslie Stephens’ daughter, 

Virginia, for sure, other siblings and friends, the 
nascent Bloomsbury Group, plus young Quakers 
such as Arthur Eddington (who confirmed 
German Einstein’s Relativity Theory during WWI). 
As the University had only just, in 1882, admitted 
non-conformists and ‘women’ and recently 
removed the requirement of attending Chapel, 
there were the Keynes’s, the Darwin’s, Jews such 
as Leonard Woolf, Newnham and Girton women 
as well as married fellows. Waymouth Cottage 
was on the way to Grantchester where Rupert 
Brooke had King’s lodgings - think EM Foster, 
Lytton Strachey and faces peering out of those 
sepia photos in The Orchard. 

Upon her death in 1909, Caroline/Aunt Milly left 
Virginia a special legacy of £2,500 with which to 
write (only £100 each for siblings Vanessa and 
Adrian), thus encouraging a new way of 
expressing consciousness. Her niece, Katharine 
Stephens, then Librarian and Vice-Principal at 
Newnham College (and previously secretary to 
Gladstone), was executor of her will. Waymouth 
Cottage went to two further nieces, youngest 
daughters of her brother, James, - Rosamund in 
Belfast, Ireland, and Dorothea nursing in Madras, 
India. Caroline Amelia bought the Pub on the 
corner of Jesus Lane and Park Street so it could 
become part of Jesus Lane Quaker Meeting 
House. 

Helen and Christopher Morris lived here from 
1937 to 1995, she teaching at Homerton and 
writing about Alexis Soyer in Portrait of a Chef. 
He was the chef at the Reform Club who invented 
a portable stove for making nutritious broth (as 
opposed to dry biscuits and water) for the 
wounded on battlefields, alongside the advent of 
the Red Cross in the 1860s. Christopher Morris 
was a history don at King’s, writing a seminal 
work on the Tudors, as well as being a code-
breaker at Bletchley Park during WWII. 

So what of today? The spot parallel to where 
Caroline Stephen sat is where I sit as an 
“armchair campaigner”, following up on many 
Zoom conferences and webinars. Here, in 
Waymouth Cottage, I am promoting the 
Campaign to “Build Back Better” for the post-
Covid world. Let’s be movers and shakers to get 
our groups of public opinion to sign up to its Open 
Letter. Look out for it, soon to appear in the newly 
repaired sash windows!  

Here, under the Tree of Heaven, close to 
Paradise Nature Reserve, in Waymouth Cottage, 
connected by Zoom and the Spirit, we’re in 
synchronicity, aspiring to what Virginia Woolf said 
of her Aunt Milly, (Caroline Amelia Stephen), she 
who engaged in the practicalities of building her 
Quaker Cottage and thus launching fresh voices 
in the younger generations, “Her life had about it 
the harmony of a large design”. 

Ruth Lambert 

Waymouth Cottage 
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40 Grantchester Road, Newnham, Cambridge 

01223 503634 lathambuilders.com 07528 772899 

La Maison du Steak 

125 Hills Road 
Cambridge, CB2 1PG  

01223 324258 

info@lamaisondusteak.co.uk 

We are more than just a Steak House. Come and discover us!   

Newnham Post Office 

Delicatessen/Newsagent 

Jean and Neera 

01223 354391 
Off licence, Provisions, Cakes/Biscuits, 

Cheese Counter, Luxury Ice Cream 

8.00am - 8.00pm daily 

Sunday 8.00am - 4.00pm 

THE DERBY STORES 

Many of you will have 
enjoyed the talks on 
aspects of garden history 
presented in 
the Community Centre 
over the last four autumns 
by Twigs Way. A pick and 
mix series on different 
aspects of garden history 
was due to take place this 
autumn but, sadly, due to 
the ongoing uncertainty 
over Covid 19, it is not 
considered sensible to go 
ahead with these.  

Instead Twigs has kindly 
offered to present this 

same course as eight x 1.5 hour virtual talks using 
the popular, easy, (and free) Zoom format. The 
course will run as normal on Fridays between 
10.00 and 11.30 from 25th September to 20th 
November with a one week break for half term on 
30th October and there will even be a ‘virtual’ tea 
break and chat in the middle of each session.  

The course covers a fascinating array of garden 
history related topics. from the social history of 
allotments to exploring the traditional names for 
wildflowers via the art and culture of the sunflower 
and the chrysanthemum. We will explore the work 

of a Victorian botanic painter, do derring-do with 
plant collectors, and muse on the rags to riches 
history of the cottage garden. There will be 
something for absolutely everyone in this pick and 
mix course.  

Cost is £6 per session or £35 for all eight sessions 
paid direct to Twigs (minimum numbers are 
needed to run the course so advance booking is 
essential). 

A note on Zoom: Not Zoomed yet? It’s easy, free 
and almost instant! Almost all laptops/iPad/
desktops will allow you to see/be seen and chat to 
your classmates as well as the lecturer and you 
can even use a mobile phone just to watch the 
talks! Just like a real class but with none of the 
risks we are all carefully avoiding at present. 
Twigs will send guidance on how to Zoom and can 
also run a practice session if needed for those 
who are uncertain or new to Zoom. But it really is 
as easy as just clicking on a link! 

For more details on the full programme of talks 
and for booking/payment arrangements please 
email Twigs at twigsway@me.com . You may also 
like to look at Twigs' new website 
www.twigsway.me   

Please tell your friends and anyone else you know 
who might be interested in the talks /course. 

Chris Hammond 

A Bouquet of  Garden History                    

with Twigs Way 

mailto:twigsway@me.com
http://www.twigsway.me/
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A caring and professional service at all times  
Richard Stebbings Ltd  

Funeral Service  
Kendal House, Cambridge Road,  

Impington, Cambridge CB24 9YS  

Tel: 01223 232309                   

Fax: 01223 232319               
Member of the British Institute of Funeral 

Directors 

• Independent family business  

• Personal 24 hour service  

• Private Chapel of Rest  

• Pre-payment funeral plans  

• Monumental masonry  

• Floral Tributes 

The October Issue of  SEEK 
We hope to be able to distribute the October issue of Seek to every household in the parish as usual.  

Please send contributions by Friday 16th October to Jane Plows at janemp@virginmedia.com (350120) or to any 

member of the committee. 

The Lord is my pilot; I shall not drift. He is my light across the 

dark waters, he steers me in deep channels, he keeps my log. 

He guides me in the way of holiness for his name’s sake. 

Though I sail amid the hungers and tempests of life, I shall fear 

no danger, for you are with me, your love and care shelters me. 

You prepare a harbour before me in the homeland of eternity; 

you anoint the waves with oil, my ship rides calmly. Surely 

sunlight and starlight shall favour me in the voyage I take and I 

shall rest in the port of God for ever.  

(A Sailor’s Psalm 23, from The Mission to Seafarers) 

What a friend we have in Jesus 

All our sins and griefs to bear! 

What a privilege to carry 

Everything to God in prayer. 

Oh, what peace we often forfeit, 

Oh, what needless pain we bear 

All because we do not carry 

Everything to God in prayer. 

Can we find a friend so faithful? 

Who will all our sorrows share? 

Jesus knows our every weakness 

Take it to the Lord in prayer. 

Have we trials and temptations? 

Is there trouble anywhere? 

We should never be discouraged 

Take it to the Lord in prayer. 

(Joseph Scriven) 

O Lord, fill us, we beseech thee, with gratitude to Thee for all Thou 

art for us, to us, and in us; fill us with love, joy, peace and all the 

fruits of the Spirit.                            

(Christina Rossetti) 

 

Prayers and Reflections for September 

God give me sympathy and sense, 

And help me keep my courage high,  

God give me calm and confidence 

And - please - a twinkle in my eye. 

   (Rita F. Snowden) 

Chosen by David and Valerie Keeble 


