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The Vicar’s Letter
I wonder how you are
feeling as we approach
November? We are
drawing towards the
close of a rather
strange
year;
November is often the
first month that properly
feels like winter for me;
it is dark and cold; we are still facing quite
significant restrictions to our normal lives and ‘the
virus’ is still with us – there is still uncertainty and
anxiety; and, of course, this is also the time of year
when traditionally we take time to remember.

of anyone you would like included in the list names
to be read out.
The following
week (8th November) is
Remembrance Sunday. There will be a 9.30am
Communion service in church where our theme will
be Remembrance but our main Act of
Remembrance will be in our Zoom service so
please come along (starting slightly earlier at
10.45am). The best way to get details of our Zoom
meetings is to join our mailing list which you can do
on the front page of our website. This means you
normally receive one email each week with
updates, news and details of services. In addition,
we invite you
this year to find
a
stone
or
pebble and to
paint or draw
on it a poppy,
or another symbol of peace, or perhaps write on it a
name of someone who has died in war, or a place
in the world that still faces war and violence and
then to bring it between the 4th and 11th November
to place on the war memorial in front of St Mark’s
Church. This can be a visual reminder of our
collective remembering even when we cannot
gather at the memorial.

At the beginning of November, many churches
mark All Souls Day when we remember those we
love who have died. Often services are held which
give a chance to pause, to reflect, to mourn and to
light a candle in memory.
And then, of course, on or around the 11th
November we come to Remembrance Day when
we pause to remember those who have died, not
just in WW1 and WW2 but in conflicts around the
world since. This is often a big community
gathering, a collective remembrance, a chance to
remember and give thanks and to pray for peace.
Obviously this year, these events cannot happen in
the ways we are used to. Big gatherings in person
are simply not possible but it still feels important to
still be able to do some of that collective
remembering.

And then of course, as we move into December our
thoughts will turn to Advent and Christmas. It is
very hard to plan things at the moment as we
simply don’t quite know what the situation will be.
However, everything seems to be pointing to a
continuation of restrictions and the need to
physically distance etc. This means that most of
what we normally do in terms of church services
and gatherings in December will simply not be able
to happen. We are working to come up with
creative solutions and interesting alternatives to
ensure that we mark the season of Advent and to
celebrate Christmas together – in person where
possible and also online. More information will be in
next month’s edition but please keep an eye on our
website too.

So, I would like to invite you, first, to an All Souls
Day service with a difference. At 5.00 pm on the 1st
November we will have a ‘Service of Thanksgiving
and Remembrance for those who have died’ but it
will be held in Zoom. As we do every year, we will
gather to pause, to hear beautiful music and
reflective readings, to pray, to remember, to mourn,
but we will have to do that gathering remotely
rather than in person. We will also hear, read aloud,
a list of names of people we love who have died.
These may be those who have died recently, in the
past year or so, but they may also be people who
died many years ago, but who are never forgotten
and who are still deeply missed. If you would like to
join
us
in
this
service,
please
email
(rachelrosborough@hotmail.com) or phone (01223
845634) to let me know and to get details of the
Zoom meeting. Please also let me know the name

The Revd Rachel Rosborough
rachelrosborough@hotmail.com
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Services in November
(as far as we know)
Every Tuesday

11.00 am

Communion

Sunday 1st November
All Saints Day

8.00 am
11.00 am

BCP Communion
Morning Worship *Zoom Service with Grantchester

5.00 pm

Zoom Service of Thanksgiving and Remembrance for those
who have died

Sunday 8th November
Remembrance Sunday

9.30 am
10.45 am

Communion
Joint Zoom Morning Worship with an Act of Remembrance

Sunday 15th November

8.00 am
11.00 am

BCP Communion
Zoom Morning Worship

Sunday 22nd November
Christ the King

9.30 am
11.00 am

Communion
Zoom Morning Worship

Sunday 29th November
Advent Sunday

11.00 am
7.00pm

Zoom Morning Worship
Wolfson Carol Service

Please check on the website each week as everything is subject to change!
*meeting ID and password available via our mailing list

Quiet Day
In previous years we have held an annual quiet day or day of reflection at Ferrar House, Little
Gidding. We had to cancel the day this year, due to Covid, but we are hoping to hold an 'in-house' quiet
day on 21st November.
Assuming we are still allowed to, the plan will be to start in church at around 10.00 am with about half an
hour of input from retreat leaders, followed by some questions and things to reflect on in quiet as we either
go for a walk or go to our own homes.
There will probably, then, be an opportunity to 'check-in' at a couple of other points through the day. This
will probably be a blended offering whereby people can either be in the church building or able to access it
on Zoom.
More details to follow soon but please put the date in your diary.

Domenic
The Gentlemen’s Hairdresser
45 Newnham Road
9.00 - 5.30 Tuesday - Friday
8.30 - 4.30 Saturday
Appointments or ‘drop in’

Cambridge 309750

JM CARPENTRY

CHIROPODIST & PODIATRIST

Carpentry · Building · Property Maintenance

BEECHWOOD PRACTICE
41 HILLS ROAD

01223 515880 / 07932 788801
10 Selwyn Road, CB3 9EB

Celia Kenney, B.Sc. (Hons) Podiatry,
M.Ch.S, S.R.Ch.

Domestic & Commercial Carpentry Services

Available for home appointments

Kitchens, Roofing, New Builds, Joinery
Works, Windows, Doors

01223 315541 07939 227195

A caring and professional service at all times
• Independent family business
• Personal 24 hour service
• Private Chapel of Rest
• Pre-payment funeral plans
• Monumental masonry
• Floral Tributes

Richard Stebbings Ltd
Funeral Service

Kendal House, Cambridge Road,
Impington, Cambridge CB24 9YS
Tel: 01223 232309
Fax: 01223 232319
Member of the British Institute of Funeral
Directors
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Sir Chandos Wren Hoskyns Bt
(killed 1945 aged 21 years)
Sue Wagner investigates the story behind another of the people
named on the St Mark’s War Memorial.
The inscription of the name Wren Hoskyns Bt on
the St Mark's war memorial has always intrigued
me. Was Wren a Christian name or was it more
likely a double-barrelled surname? And was he a
baronet and therefore addressed as a Sir? If so,
surely he must have been in his forties or fifties
and therefore a Major or Colonel at least.
Imagine my surprise therefore to discover that
Wren was the middle name of Sir Chandos Wren
Hoskyns, 14th Baronet of Harewood of Hereford.

With the death of his father, Chandos inherited
the baronetcy at the age of 13 years, just after
starting as a pupil at Winchester College. He had
previously been a pupil at King's College School
here in Cambridge. At Winchester he specialised
in history, but was also a keen fisherman, fencer
and rower. However the Roll of Honour mentions
that he also took an interest in farming and would
spend his summer holidays working on a farm in
North Wales. Maybe his future would have taken
him away from the church of his family
background and rather into the farming world.

The name Wren was in fact
inherited
from
Sir
Christopher Wren whose
great
granddaughter,
Theodosia, married the 7th
Baronet. They had a son
called Chandos but in 1837
he had his name legally
changed to Chandos Wren
Hoskyns and the family
continued to use Wren and Chandos in
subsequent generations.

However when he left Winchester in 1942 the
War was well underway and he joined the RAF,
aged just 20 years, learning to fly in Canada and
then becoming an instructor. On returning to
England he became a glider-tug pilot with 190
Squadron. The Squadron was based at RAF
Fairford where in 1944 it was involved in
supplying drops at the Battle of Arnhem; 11
aircraft were lost from the Squadron during this
battle. Later the Squadron was based at Great
Dunmow near Stansted where they towed gliders
for the Rhine crossing and helped with
paratroopers drops into the Netherlands.

Our Chandos was the eldest son of Revd Canon
Sir Edwyn Clement Hoskyns, himself the son of a
Bishop of Southwell, and a Fellow and Dean of
Corpus Christi College, Cambridge and
recognised as a notable biblical scholar. His
mother was Mary Trym Hoskyns (nee Budden)
who was a fellow of Newnham College.

On the 3rd April 1945, just as the war was
nearing its end, he piloted a Stirling IV on special
operations to Norway when his plane went
missing near the Norwegian coast. He and his
crew of seven were reported missing but it was
not until the 12th December 1945 that he was
officially declared dead. A memorial service was
held for him at St Mary the Less in December
1945. He has no known grave and no wreckage
of the plane has ever been found. He and his
crew are also remembered on the Runnymede
Memorial - what a loss to the post-war Country.

They had five children whilst living in Newnham.
Chandos, the eldest of four sons, was born on
the 14th December 1923. He was followed by
John Chevallier, Benedict Leigh, Antony
Hungerford and finally a daughter, Catherine, in
1935. Unfortunately the happy family life came to
an end on the death of their father on the 28th
June 1937. He was buried in Grantchester
church, as was his wife when she died in London
in 1994 aged 98 years.

Sue Wagner

Charity of the Month
The total raised for Camfed, including Gift Aid, in August was
£650.89. Many thanks to all those who contributed.
Stuart Lingard
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Around and About
The sharp eyed amongst those who attended the
Zoom Harvest service a few weeks ago may have
spotted Natalie Lealand in attendance. Natalie left
St Mark’s after graduating this summer but is still
living locally. She writes, “I am now working with the
churches of Fulbourn and the Wilbrahams as their
parish/pastoral assistant. I lead the children’s work
there (Sunday School, Youth Group, Mother and
Toddler Group etc.), do pastoral work, and also
deal with admin. I’m also involved in delivering
assemblies to the two local schools, but we’re
having to film those at the moment, which is new.

Susan Chester tells us, “We have had a message
from Kennedy Amone-P'Olak who asks for news of
St Mark's. He asks us to pass on his regards to
members of the church. As some readers will
remember, he worshipped at St Mark's for one to
two years when in Cambridge, attached to Wolfson
College, in about 2012 and has visited again when
in the UK. He is at present living and working as a
professor of Psychology at the University of the
Witwatersrand, Johannesburg. His work includes
working with children and young people who have
been through the traumatic experiences of war. His
wife, Gloria, and their family are in Gaborone,
Botswana. He plans to return home to Uganda in
the coming year, and for Gloria and the family to
join him in stages so that the education of their four
children is not interrupted. I have a contact email
address if anyone would like to make contact with
him, please ask me.”

“I’m considered an ‘associate’ on the Ministry
Experience Scheme - I’m employed rather than a
volunteer, but I’m exploring ministry with four other
people (all have just graduated from Cambridge).
Four of us live together and so get to experience
something of Christian community life, and all five
of us are building a pattern of communal prayer and
occasional shared meals into our lives. I imagine
your own volunteer, Anna-Rose, will tell you more
about the scheme while she’s with you!”

Jane Plows

Contributions to the Monthly Charities
It will, of course, not be possible to make contributions to the Charity of the Month via the Sunday
collections in the usual way. Instead, if possible, please make your payment directly into the church
account giving as reference the name of the charity. The details are given below.
St Mark’s Church, Newnham, sort code 40-52-40, account number 00019664.
It is also possible to give online to St Mark’s. If you would like to contribute to the general fund or to
the Charity of the Month go to Rachel’s weekly newsletter to find the link.

Extra sockets to full re-wires
Inspections & Testing
Part P registered
Call for free friendly advice

01223 521882 07830 349199
info@ds-electricalservice.co.uk

C & C BLINDS
SPECIALISTS IN BLINDS
ANY SIZE ANY COLOUR

FREE ESTIMATES

01223 211171

07761 262070

Vertical Blinds, Roller Blinds,
Venetian Blinds, Wooden Blinds,
Roman Blinds, Pleated Blinds, Repairs
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Charity of the Month : Scotty’s Little Soldiers
Once a year in November the
whole world comes together
to remember our fallen
heroes. However, for families
who have lost someone who
served in the Armed Forces,
Remembrance Day is every
day.

breaks, posting the children birthday and Christmas
presents and remembering the anniversary of their
parent’s death, as well as arranging events where
bereaved Forces children from all over the UK come
together to have a great time and form friendships
with kids in the same situation. The majority of
this year’s events have had to be virtual, rather than
face-to-face, but nevertheless, the support and
sense of community is still there and it’s more
important than ever that the children know they
aren’t alone.

Scotty’s Little Soldiers is a
charity that offers support
for bereaved British Forces
children and young people.

Last year, a large group of Scotty’s Little Soldiers’
members took part in London’s Remembrance
parade, marching in honour of their lost heroes.
This year’s parade, due to the pandemic, will be a
much smaller affair, but every family supported by
Scotty’s will be remembering their loved one in their
own way and the charity will be sending each
member a restaurant voucher worth £20 so that,
when
it
is
possible,
they
can
take
some precious time out to have a meal with their
family.

Founder, Nikki Scott, set up
Scotty’s Little Soldiers after
her husband, Corporal Lee Scott, was killed
in action in Afghanistan in 2009, leaving behind two
young children - Kai was five and Brooke was just
seven months.
Nikki witnessed at ﬁrst hand the effect the loss of a
parent can have on a child. It was on a family
holiday some 9 months after Lee’s death that Nikki
saw Kai laugh and smile for the ﬁrst time since his
dad’s death. Nikki realised there must be so many
more children who had also lost a parent who
served in the British Armed Forces but hadn’t had
that opportunity to smile again. She decided to set
up the charity Scotty’s Little Soldiers to do just that,
to help their children smile. That was back in 2010
and since then Scotty’s has continued to grow and
the support available to the children has developed.
So far this year, Scotty’s has supported 437 children
across the UK.
Scotty’s Little Soldiers does lots of things to support
its members, including providing access to the very
best
wellbeing
care,
offering
educational
support and delivering outstanding development
opportunities through a range of activity and
educational grants. Scotty’s also helps put smiles
back on those brave faces by providing respite

To find out more about Scotty’s Little Soldiers,
please go to www.scottyslittlesoldiers.co.uk. To
donate, please follow the instructions in the box on
page 5.

Miles Elliott

PAUL WALDMANN
Designs in Wood
41 Norfolk Street
Seeking Experienced Tutors to join
our growing team
Visit our website to apply
www.tutordoctor.co.uk/cambridge
01223 430432

pm.waldmann@ntlworld.com
01223 314001 07740 167055
Cabinet making
Furniture restoration
Interior woodwork
(fitted cupboards, bookcases, etc.)
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C.S. MARTIN
PAINTING & DECORATING
For a complete and reliable interior
and exterior decorating service
Free estimates and advice
Over 25 years experience
Please contact Chris on 01223
233613 or 07778338437
cs.martin@ntlworld.com

Annual Parochial Church
Meeting 2020

Charities of the Month for
2021

As a result of the pandemic the Annual
Parochial Church Meeting, scheduled for April,
was delayed until the 18th October 2020 when
it took place on Zoom.

The group that meets to allocate the charities
for the Charity of the Month collections in 2021
will be ‘meeting’ - via Zoom - at 11.00 am,
Thursday 12th November.

Eleanor Toye Scott, having completed her three
years (plus some extra months), as
Churchwarden was therefore stepping down.
She was thanked warmly for all she had done in
the role. Rosey Gardiner was elected in her
place.

In this time of uncertainty I think most charities
have had lowered incomes and concerns
about subsequent limits to the work they do,
even as the needs they address have grown
as a result of the pandemic.

Do you have a charity you would like to
propose for one of these collections? The
charity could be local, national or international.
It could be large or small. By proposing a
charity you are enabling financial support, (the
congregation at St Mark’s is generous in their
giving), and also raising awareness of the
charity. If it is a charity we have supported in a
previous year you will be updating us about its
work.

Hilary Murray was elected to serve for another
year.
John Brady and Ross and Kris Smythe have all
completed their time on the PCC and were
thanked for their input. Nigel Porter and Susan
Dillon were elected as new PCC members.
Margaret Banks will continue as a Deanery
Synod representative and Gill Kelly has agreed
to join her as our other representative.

Please contact me if you have a proposal, or if
you have any queries about what is involved.
Please do ask to join the meeting if you are
interested.

Stuart and Rita Lingard, as Treasurer and
Deputy Treasurer, were thanked for all the work
they do. They have agreed to continue in their
roles.

Susan Chester
01223 324281, susanc@doctors.org.uk

Heartfelt thanks to Rachel were expressed by
Hilary Murray, on behalf of all those attending,
for her leadership during the pandemic, her
expertise on Zoom and for giving up her
interregnum to return to her parishes.

Carpet Cleaning &
Stone Floor, Upholstery, Rugs
In business since 1993

01223 832 928
www.Rothwells.biz

We’re an honest local family firm.
Our large truck mounted machines mean more cleaning & drying power for the
best results possible. 100% satisfaction or it’s FREE.
Call Oliver and Max Campbell for expert help today.

Beginners

PIANO TUITION
in your own home
Tel: 07834 420739
maureen.pritchett@gmail.com
Registered with Ofsted

LOCAL HANDYMAN

Garage Services : GP Motors
Newnham Service Centre
Eltisley Avenue
Cambridge CB3 9JQ
Tel: 01223 355574

Andy Beeton
• General gardening and house maintenance
• Small painting jobs or repairs
• Also professional plasterer
Free Estimates
07800 871738
andrew.beeton48@gmail.com

www.gp-cars.com
e-mail: enquiries@gp-cars.com

7

Harvest Festival@Home
You may remember that I was trying to go plasticfree with my online shopping. Well, the delivery
arrived and I came to the door to find my
longsuffering husband overseeing the unloading of a
vast amount of fruit and veg onto the doorstep.

“Rose, what have you ordered THIS time?”
“Bamboo toilet paper, recycled aluminium foil …oh
and a tablet of shampoo soap!” He was speechless!
Well, the Waitrose recycled toilet paper …let me
rephrase that…the toilet rolls made from recycled
office paper, didn’t do down too well so I thought that
as bamboo was a renewable resource and didn’t
involve cutting down trees it was a good idea to use
it to make (soft!) toilet paper. I’ll let you know how we
get on with that!

“What’s all this?” I asked.”
“Harvest Festival!” was the reply. “Waitrose aren’t
using plastic carrier bags anymore. You haven’t been
complaining again have you Rose?” Anyway, ever
resourceful, he fetched the laundry basket and
loaded the produce into it. We washed/wiped
everything down and squirrelled it all away safely.

In the meantime, I would like to draw your attention
to the Earthshot project. While most of us may not be
going to win it (although in Cambridge I wouldn’t rule
that out!), perhaps we can all award ourselves a
prize (gin and tonic?) for any innovative things we do
in our everyday lives to reduce waste and to do our
bit towards a more sustainable way of life.

Speaking
of
squirrels, it seems
we are not the only
ones to have had
their fruit go missing.
One of our readers
has written to tell us
of their Labrador,
Brodhi’s fruitless (literally!) efforts at watching the
plum tree. They had carefully trained the tree against
a fence so it had maximum sunshine on it. Brodhi
must have realised that something about it was
important, as she saw one of her owners dash
outside several times a day in an attempt to dissuade
the pesky squirrels from stealing the fruit, so in the
latter part of this summer she took to lying on the
lawn looking at the tree. When asked, “Why didn’t
you chase off the squirrel?” she gave that special
forlorn look that dogs give as if to say, “You said to
watch the tree. You didn’t say anything about
chasing off squirrels!”

The Royal Foundation and Prince William have
launched The Earthshot Prize, the most prestigious
global prize for the environment in history.
As well as identifying evidence-based solutions to
the biggest environmental problems the planet faces,
The Earthshot Prize aims to turn the current
pessimism surrounding environmental issues into
optimism that we can rise to the biggest challenges
of our time. The Prize is about much more than
awarding achievement – it is a decade of action to
convene the environmental world with funders,
businesses and individuals to maximise impact and
take solutions to scale, to celebrate the people and
places driving change; and to inspire people all over
the world to work together to repair the planet. The
Prize will incentivise change and help to repair our
planet over the next ten years – a critical decade for
the Earth.

The other thing I mentioned before was ‘Bower
Collective’. We went for a walk today and came back
to find a large cardboard box on the doorstep.

Rosemary Ley

COUSINS BUTCHERS & DELI

Dispensing Chemist

36 Grantchester Street; Tel (01223) 35 28 56

N.K. Jank
32a Eltisley Ave, Tel. 322473

www.CambridgeButchers.com

8.30 - 18.00 Monday to Friday

Best Christmas Turkey
and other Christmas Dinner favourites.
Pre-order today

8.30 - 13.00 Saturday
Closed 13.00 - 14.00 Mon & Thurs
Aromatherapy oils, health and skin care,
healthfood, gifts wrapped with style
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Too good to be true? Good news for Africa
Every now and then,
something makes you
really sit up and take
notice. It is fair to say
that if an offer looks too
good to be true, it
usually is: this time I can
assure you there is a
genuine deal which can
make a real difference. A major United Agency, the
World Food Programme (WFP), has chosen to work
with Christian Aid because of its grassroots
community network. An agreement has been
worked out that for every £1 invested by
Christian Aid the WFP will contribute aid worth
£67, i.e. donations totalling £10 will become
£680, £100 will become £6,800.

This is a time when our national politics has turned
inward focussing on us, and not on giving generous
help for the poorest in the world. As Christians we
have a greater vision - to help wherever there is real
need. What could be more important than a chance
to help some of the most vulnerable children, men
and women in the world at this time. You can do
something, and the World Food Programme will
help us to do much, much more. We have
personally given what we can, and now I am inviting
friends and church members also to take the
chance.
How do we do it?
You can donate on
line by going to
caid.org.uk/WFP
or
send a cheque or
charity cheque made out to Christian Aid (FAO
Jack Merrington), 35 Lower Marsh, Waterloo,
London SE1 7RL, now or before the end of
November. Enclose a cover note saying that the
donation is for the World Food Programme
partnership.

What is it for? Armed conflict in the Democratic
Republic of Congo (DRC) and in Nigeria has left
huge numbers of people in need of life-saving food
aid as they are displaced from their homes and can
no longer feed themselves. Five million children in
the DRC suffer from chronic food insecurity. People
face violence, danger, food shortages and now
COVID. it really puts our problems in perspective.

Please contact me if you would like further
information. I commend the appeal to your
generosity and prayers. The information I was sent
from Christian aid about this partnership with the
World Food Programme included this prayer with
which I end:

Why should we give? One good answer is in the
book of James in the New Testament : If a brother
or sister is naked and lacks daily food, and one of
you says to them - “Go in peace, keep warm and
eat your fill” and yet you do not supply their bodily
needs, what is the good of that? so faith by itself, if
it has no works, is dead. James 2: 15-1

Loving God. Come now and make us into a global
neighbourhood looking out for each other through
struggle and crisis, reaching out to strangers who
become sisters and brothers, shape us into a caring
community strengthening each other through every
challenge, standing together until justice comes for
all. In your name we pray, Amen

What will the project do? It aims to improve food
security for 300,000 people in the DRC and Nigeria,
initially on immediate food aid, but also working for
sustainable long-term food solutions.

Susan Chester
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New Arrivals
We are delighted to welcome Lottie, Freya, Mary
and Anna-Rose to the parish and look forward to
getting to know them better. They have kindly
agreed to tell us something about themselves.

common room. My husband Josh is also at Ridley,
and is on attachment at Corpus Christi college,
which happens to have a special connection with
Grantchester.

Lottie Jones

I was born in Rochdale, but grew up on a farm in
the Peak District and have lived all over the place,
including France (if you speak to me in French I will
understand you but may not be able to produce a
reply!). Before I started training I spent time
teaching, in the charity sector, and in church
ministry. I love to read, watch TV and go for walks,
which thankfully are great lockdown activities.

I am really looking forward to spending the next
year at St Mark's and Granchester (even if we
spend a lot of our time together virtually).
I am in my final year of three years of training at
Ridley Hall having spent the last two years on
attachment in Cottenham. I am looking forward to
getting involved in Sunday services at St Mark's and
Granchester as well as popping in, serving at and
observing different aspects of church life through
the week.

Mary Yasini
I am delighted to be attached to St Mark’s and thank
you all for such a warm welcome.

Before I was in Cambridge I was a Youth and
Children's Pastor at a church in Leeds and am
preparing myself in the next year to head back up
North. It is in the chaos and joy of full-time ministry
that I feel a call to the priesthood and I have very
much enjoyed spending the last two years preparing
for that next part of my journey while also
recuperating from the busyness and intensity of my
previous job. Ridley and Cambridge have been a
wonderful space for me and I am sure the St Marks
and Granchester will also be part of that formation
and space in my final year.

I am in my first year of training for ordination at
Westcott House. I am studying Theology, Ministry
and Mission as a Postgraduate student. This course
is specifically designed to help those training for
ministry within the Church of England to prepare to
integrate their faith and life through prayer and
reflection. Training has also included learning New
Testament Greek, which so far has been
challenging but enjoyable.
Before moving to Cambridge, I studied Philosophy
and Theology at Durham University. During that
time, I was a leader in the Christian Union, involved
with student ministry and evangelism. I also
volunteered in a variety of roles, including working
with refugees and asylum seekers, the local night
shelter, and charity organisations.

Freya Bradley
I'm delighted to be attached to St Mark's and
Grantchester for the coming year. This means I will
be with you for Sunday services and assisting in
some mid-week activities and special services. It’s
been lovely to meet some people already – virtually
and in person!

My childhood and teenage years were spent in
Manchester, where my family still live. Growing up, I
attended a variety of churches from different
traditions and contexts. My main interests are
music, arts and crafts, walking, and reading. I look
forward to getting to know all of you over this year.

I am a final-year ordinand at Ridley Hall, preparing
for ministry and attempting to learn Ancient Hebrew
in my free time! I have already spent a very happy
two years living in the area, in a flat above the

Continued….

40 Grantchester Road, Newnham, Cambridge
01223 503634 lathambuilders.com 07528 772899
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Anna-Rose Harris

An Autumn Affair

I am so pleased to be attached to St Mark’s as
part of the Ministry Experience Scheme in
Cambridge. Thank you for such a warm
welcome. I am looking forward to meeting as
many people as possible both over Zoom and
in the Tuesday and Sunday services.
I graduated from Cambridge in July where I
studied theology at Newnham and sang in the
Choir at Selwyn Chapel.

I have a problem! A young male has formed an
attachment to me which has become problematic.

Before university, I spent a year as a Choral
Scholar at Exeter Cathedral. I have actually
been lucky enough to spend a lot of my life
singing in Cathedrals, as a Chorister at Exeter
and then Ely and then Exeter again.
Worshipping through music will always be a
huge part of my life, but I have felt for a while
that I have a vocation I would like to explore
more - hence this year! I am really excited to
experience different aspects of Parish life and
get involved with as much as I can.

He seems a lonely bird. He walks alone in our garden
and sleeps alone on our fence.

This is my second year living in Comberton
with my partner and our dog. In my spare time I
enjoy cold-water swimming, walking the dog
and doing any art or craft going. I also have
chronic refractory migraine, and I am very
interested
in
disability
inclusion
and

He is a pheasant.

He began to take an interest in me when he saw me
start to repair the lawn. From the edge of the lawn he
watched me remove the weeds and dead grass,
coming over to inspect my work when I had gone
indoors. He pecked at the odd morsel.
The next day when he saw me filling the holes with
fresh soil his curiosity overcame him and he moved
closer.
The crisis in our relationship came one Sunday. I
began to seed the lawn. Although it said on the
packet that birds would not like this seed, after
lengthy inspection be began to eat. I sowed, he ate.
No social distancing for him! We spent four hours like
this together.
I thought he might get indigestion but he carried on
pecking with no apparent ill effects.
At the end of that momentous day he saw that I was
packing away my tools and he let out a faint cry.
Perhaps he knew that we must part and that he would
have to find another mate.
I think he will miss me when I give up gardening for
the winter but what can I do ? Please help us.
Alan Jones

La Maison du Steak
125 Hills Road
Cambridge, CB2 1PG
01223 324258
info@lamaisondusteak.co.uk

THE DERBY STORES

We are more than just a Steak House. Come and discover us!

Newnham Post Office
Delicatessen/Newsagent
Jean and Neera
01223 354391
Off licence, Provisions, Cakes/Biscuits,
Cheese Counter, Luxury Ice Cream

8.00am - 8.00pm daily
Sunday 8.00am - 4.00pm
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Prayers for Remembrance Sunday
Merciful God, your love embraces all of Creation.
Your realm knows nothing of the borders we draw between nations.
You have taught us that every woman, man and child is our neighbour.
You have commanded us to love, love, love,
Without thought of our own security, or glory, or gain.
Remind us that you have pronounced your blessing,
Not upon nations or armies,
But upon the poor, and the meek, and the peacemakers.

We remember those who have lost their lives as a result of war.
Young soldiers, dispatched to far-away places, never to return
And civilians, young and old, caught in the crossfire of conflict.
Loving God, bring healing to families torn apart by war.
Comfort those who mourn for their loved ones.
We remember those who have been psychologically wounded by the horrors of war,
Who find themselves unable to live with the burden of having taken away human life.
Those who dehumanise ‘the enemy‘ in order to carry out acts of violence

And find their own humanity diminished as a result.
Loving God, bring healing to hearts and minds that are broken.
Reveal to us your image deep within us and within every other human life.
We remember those living now under oppressive regimes
Or in the midst of violence and conflict.
The millions displaced from their homes to refugee camps.
The communities struggling on with daily lives under the shadow of war,
Fearing for their lives, and the lives of their children.
Loving God, bring healing to nations where there is unrest.
Inspire is us hope for a world where we can all live in dignity and safety.
Written by Cara Heafey
Chosen by Sue Wagner

St Mark's Church Mission Statement
To be the people of God in this place and to work to make God more
real for our community.

The December Issue of SEEK
Please send contributions by Sunday 15th November to Jane Plows at
janemp@virginmedia.com (350120) or to any member of the committee.
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