
  

Cambridge 
org 

December 2020 



2 

 

 

The Vicar’s Letter 

Despite what you might have 

heard, Christmas has not 

been cancelled! Whether or 

not we are able to gather in 

person for Carol Services, 

Christingles, Communions 

and Crib Services, people in 

Newnham and all over the 

world will celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ, the 

Word made flesh, God with us. 

At the time of writing this, we are in lockdown again, 

although hopefully not for too long. And although the 

lockdown is not perhaps quite so strict this time, it is 

perhaps harder as we are moving into Winter and 

towards Christmas, a time when many of us are 

used to gathering together. And the restrictions do 

make planning for Christmas quite difficult, for 

churches as much as for everyone else. 

As I begin to think about the next few weeks, and as 

we move into the wintertime, with short days and 

dark nights, the Advent themes of darkness and light 

seem especially relevant this year. 2020 has felt 

rather dark. Many of us have had moments of 

anxiety and uncertainty about the future. For some 

there has been fear and sorrow, loneliness and 

isolation. Others have experienced illness and loss. 

All of us have endured unprecedented restrictions, 

limiting our physical contact with those we love and 

forcing us to keep our distance from each other. 

But despite all this, there have also been moments 

of light in the darkness. Many of us have been 

spending more time with our families. We have 

become more aware of what is really important to 

us, what privileges we have in this part of the world. 

There has been great humour and forbearance. We 

have risen to the challenges that have confronted 

us. As a community, we have cared for those in 

particular need. We have been wearing masks and 

staying away, not for our own benefit, but to keep 

other people safe. 

The prologue of John’s gospel, that well-known and 

much loved reading at Carol Services in particular, 

tells us that ‘the light shines in the darkness, and the 

darkness did not overcome it’ (John 1:5). Jesus 

comes as the light of the world (John 8:12). In him, 

the ancient prophecy – also read at many a carol 

service - has been fulfilled: ‘The people who walked 

in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived 

in a land of deep darkness – on them light has 

shined’ (Isaiah 9.2). And so this Christmas, however 

different it feels to normal, I hope we can all 

experience even just a glimmer of light – a glimmer 

of hope, of love, of peace. A glimmer of God’s 

presence with us. 

But it doesn’t stop there. Jesus also spoke about 

those around him being lights to the world (Matthew 

5:14), carrying the light and love of God into the 

world. 

The American theologian and civil rights leader, 

Howard Thurman, wrote this poem about lights in 

the darkness. They seem especially appropriate 

words as we head towards the end of 2020: 

I will light Candles this Christmas, 

Candles of joy despite all the sadness, 

Candles of hope where despair keeps watch, 

Candles of courage for fears ever present, 

Candles of peace for tempest-tossed days, 

Candles of grace to ease heavy burdens, 

Candles of love to inspire all my living, 

Candles that will burn all year long. 

When the song of the angels is stilled, 

When the star in the sky is gone, 

When the kings and princes are home, 

When the shepherds are back with their flock 

The work of Christmas begins: 

To find the lost, 

To heal the broken, 

To feed the hungry, 

To release the prisoner, 

To rebuild the nations, 

To bring peace among others, 

To make music in the heart. 

Let each of us pledge to be light bearers this 

December as we wait in hopeful expectation 

throughout advent for the coming of Jesus the light 

of the world. 

Details about our planned services in December can 

be found on page 5. We have planned a mixture of 

services in our church buildings (limited seating due 

to the need for physical distancing) and services 

online. Of course, all of this is subject to change 

depending on government guidance so please keep 

an eye on our website (stmarksnewnham.org) and 

noticeboards. 

And when we get to Christmas, I hope and pray that 

you have a joy and peace filled time, however you 

celebrate. 

 

 

The Revd Rachel Rosborough 
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6th December 

2nd Sunday in Advent 

 

8.00am St Mark’s Communion (BCP) 

11.00am online Morning Worship 

13th December 

3rd Sunday in Advent 

  

  

9.30am St Mark’s Communion 

11.00am online Morning Worship 

3.00pm St Mark’s or online Youth Group 

5.00pm St Mark’s (invites only) 

Hopefully online for all 

Induction of Rachel as Vicar 

18th December 

Friday 

1.00pm – 

4.00pm 

St Mark’s Open Church, carols and 

candlelight – please pop in 

for personal prayer and 

reflection 
7.30pm online St Mark’s Arts Event 

19th December 

Saturday 

4.00pm – 

7.00pm 

St Mark’s Open Church, carols and 

candlelight – please pop in 

for personal prayer and 

reflection 
20th December 

4th Sunday in Advent 

  

  

8.00am St Mark’s Communion (BCP) 

5.00pm online Carol Service 

21st December 

Monday 

3.00pm – 

5.00pm 

St Mark’s Come and collect Christmas 

in a Bag – especially for 

children & families 

24th December 

Christmas Eve 

  

4pm Online (You Tube) Crib Service – especially for 

children & families but all 

welcome 
5pm – 7pm St Mark’s Open Church, carols and 

candlelight – please pop in 

for personal prayer and 

reflection, communion at 

6.30pm (limited seats) 

25th December 

Christmas Day 

  

8.00am St Mark’s BCP Communion (limited 

seats) 

9.00am St Mark’s Christmas Communion 

(limited seats) 

10.15am online Christmas Morning 

Worship 
27th December 

 

11.00am online Morning Worship 

Every Tuesday Communion (BCP) at 11.00am at Newnham (not 1st or 29th December)  

 December Services 

 December 2020 at St Mark’s 

The table below assumes that we are out of the current lockdown restrictions and allowed 

to hold services etc. in church. However, guidance may well change and so everything is 

subject to change. For up to date information please keep an eye on church noticeboards, 

visit our website (stmarksnewnham.org) and sign up to our email bulletin list. 

Please email Rachel, our vicar, if you are planning to attend a service in church as seats 

have to be limited to allow for distancing (rachelrosborough@hotmail.com).  

For Children and Families, and for Youth events, please email our Children and Families 

Minister, Gertine (childrenandfamilies@stmarksnewnham.org). 

mailto:rachelrosborough@hotmail.com
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ADVENT SMALL GROUPS 

You are warmly invited to join one of our Advent study groups, which will run during the first three 

weeks of December. 

Each week, we shall gather on Zoom to think and talk about a Bible passage, a piece of music and an 

image on the theme of ‘Waiting’. 

Week 1 – Isaiah 11 

Week 2 – Simeon and Anna 

Week 3 – Elizabeth and Mary 

Groups will run on different days and times, and you are most welcome to come to just one week or 

all three. If you would like to join a group, please email Rachel: rachelrosborough@hotmail.com 

HOME FOR CHRISTMAS 

An online Christmas entertainment from Arts at St Marks 

Friday 18th December, 7.30 pm 

A Zoom link will be available in the weekly    

St Mark’s email 

or email Rita Lingard                                            

ritalingard14@gmail.com 

 

Our Cover Picture 

The bauble featured in our cover picture has mixed origins. I received 

it as a present from Norway but the accompanying leaflet tells us that 

it comes from Bethlehem. It was supplied by the Bethlehem Fair 

Trade organisation. 

“These Christmas Decorations are handmade in Bethlehem. 

Everything is created locally with the aim of providing much needed 

jobs in the community.  

“Made by Hebron glass blowers, Bethlehem Baubles are then hand 

painted and boxed individually near the Church of the Nativity.” 

They are “Handmade by Muslims, painted by Christians, shipped by 

Israel.” 

Jane Plows 

mailto:rachelrosborough@hotmail.com
mailto:ritalingard14@gmail.com
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 Practical Action : Charity of  the Month 

C & C BLINDS 
SPECIALISTS IN BLINDS 

ANY SIZE   ANY COLOUR 

FREE ESTIMATES 

01223 211171  07761 262070 

Vertical Blinds, Roller Blinds,          

Venetian Blinds, Wooden Blinds,     

Roman Blinds, Pleated Blinds, Repairs 

Practical Action is a remarkable charity with 

remarkable aims and achievements, working all 

over the developing world to help the impoverished 

survive successfully, by growing their own food, 

improving their own health and sanitation, and 

breaking free from those chains of dependency 

binding so many of the world’s poor. 

If you live where floods every year wash away your 

food crops and your livelihood, Practical Action 

shows you how to grow pumpkins on sandbanks. 

These will provide nutrition, a modest income, and 

the means to acquire livestock, achieve education 

for your children, and move towards survival with a 

better life. Floating fish-farms can produce equally 

remarkable results for their farmers. “Big Change 

Starts Small”, the charity says, just as great oaks 

from little acorns grow. Surprisingly simple but 

ingenious ideas like these are brought into play to 

help combat climate change, which of course is a 

global challenge for all of us, but which bears 

hardest on the poor of Africa, Asia and South 

America, along with many others. Climate change 

brings floods, landslides, hurricanes, drought and 

famine, and with earthquakes, they’re all destructive 

of human life and welfare, all needing determined 

and skilful action by all of us. 

Giving massive aid from the more fortunate western 

world to help recovery from these vast setbacks is 

of course highly commendable, but it doesn’t in 

itself really break that imprisoning dependency 

which locks millions in and condemns them to a 

sentence of perpetual and recurrent servitude. 

Practical Action tackles this challenge a different 

way: let’s use the simple, the ingenious, the 

inexpensive wherever possible, let’s take into 

account the physical circumstances in which so 

many millions have to live, and let’s aim to make 

sure that the solutions match that reality. And let’s 

take those people with us, rather than just telling 

them what to do. 

So, for example, Practical Action tackles the huge 

problem of indoor smoke poisoning. There are a 

billion people in the world who can’t afford 

electricity, if indeed it’s even available to them; 

three times that number who don’t have any safe 

way of cooking without inhaling poisonous smoke; 

four million die from inhaling it every year, even 
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Extra sockets to full re-wires 

Inspections & Testing 

Part P registered 

Call for free friendly advice 

01223 521882  07830 349199 

info@ds-electricalservice.co.uk 

PAUL WALDMANN 

Designs in Wood 

41 Norfolk Street 
paulwaldmann169@gmail.com 

01223 314001    07740 167055 

Cabinet making 

Furniture restoration 

Interior woodwork 

(fitted cupboards, bookcases, etc.) 

www.paulwaldmanndesign.co.uk 

C.S. MARTIN 

PAINTING & DECORATING 
For a complete and reliable interior 

and exterior decorating service 

Free estimates and advice 

Over 25 years experience 

Please contact Chris on 01223 
233613 or 07778338437 

cs.martin@ntlworld.com 

   

Seeking Experienced Tutors to join 
our growing team 

Visit our website to apply 

www.tutordoctor.co.uk/cambridge 

01223 430432 

more than malaria deaths. The solution must be 

simple: A much safer way is cooking on the kitchen 

stove for a shorter time, then putting the food in a 

“fireless cooker”, perhaps a box or basket insulated 

with old clothes or banana skins. The food goes on 

cooking itself! 

We all need clean water for drinking and washing, 

we all need efficient hygienic sanitation for the 

disposal of our refuse and sewage, our ‘waste 

water’. And those who undertake these very dirty 

and unpleasant tasks for us need their own safety, 

health and dignity, too. In the huge urban slums and 

sprawling settlements of so very many parts of the 

world, they simply do not have it. Practical Action 

works to get a clean water supply and handwashing 

facilities into such places, with pipelines and soap, 

and then it trains volunteer health workers to explain 

basic hygiene needs to their own communities. 

Finding better yet straightforward ways to help 

those who have to scavenge on rubbish dumps or 

clean out cess pits with their bare hands is another 

big challenge. Hosepipe pit emptying is faster and 

safer; forming co-operative groups of these workers 

helps them towards decent pay and better working 

conditions; and, then, turning the waste into 

something useful is a yet further step – plastics and 

human waste, too, can, rather surprisingly, be 

recycled. 

Climate change is here for us all. Practical Action 

works to protect the most vulnerable by helping to 

make “resilience a way of life”: advising them how to 

adapt their lives to this change, helping their 

communities predict disasters and make plans to 

reduce their impact, and promoting ways of 

reducing carbon output, too. 

These are just a few examples of what Practical 

Action can do and is indeed doing, living up to its 

name. Small is beautiful. Simple solutions, making 

lasting difference to the lives of millions. There’s a 

lot to do, as they’ve been doing for half a century 

already. But they are well worth supporting:  

If you visit practicalaction.org/smallworld you will 

see what they do and how they do it. Please give to 

them under Gift Aid if possible, and follow the 

instructions in the box on page 7.  

Tina and Tony Wilson 

Carpet Cleaning &  
Stone Floor, Upholstery, Rugs 

In business since 1993 

01223 832 928       
www.Rothwells.biz 

We’re an honest local family firm. 
Our large truck mounted machines mean more cleaning & drying power for the 

best results possible. 100% satisfaction or it’s FREE. 
Call Oliver and Max Campbell for expert help today. 

  

Beginners 

PIANO TUITION  
in your own home 

  

Tel: 07834 420739 

maureen.pritchett@gmail.com 

Registered with Ofsted 

mailto:info@ds-electricalservice.co.uk
mailto:paulwaldmann169@gmail.com
http://www.paulwaldmanndesign.co.uk/
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Contributions to the Monthly 

Charities 

It will, of course, not be possible to make 

contributions to the Charity of the Month via the 

Sunday collections in the usual way. Instead, if 

possible, please make your payment directly into the 

church account giving as reference the name of the 

charity. The details are given below. 

St Mark’s Church, Newnham, sort code 40-52-40, 

account number 00019664. 

It is also possible to give online to St Mark’s. If you 

would like to contribute to the general fund or to the 

Charity of the Month go to Rachel’s weekly newsletter 

to find the link. 

Carpet Cleaning &  
Stone Floor, Upholstery, Rugs 

In business since 1993 

01223 832 928       
www.Rothwells.biz 

We’re an honest local family firm. 
Our large truck mounted machines mean more cleaning & drying power for the 

best results possible. 100% satisfaction or it’s FREE. 
Call Oliver and Max Campbell for expert help today. 

LOCAL HANDYMAN 

Andy Beeton 

• General gardening and house maintenance 

• Small painting jobs or repairs 

• Also professional plasterer 

Free Estimates 

07800 871738 

andrew.beeton48@gmail.com 

 
Garage Services : GP Motors 

Newnham Service Centre 
Eltisley Avenue 
Cambridge CB3 9JQ 
Tel: 01223 355574 

www.gp-cars.com 
e-mail: enquiries@gp-cars.com 

  

Beginners 

PIANO TUITION  
in your own home 

  

Tel: 07834 420739 

maureen.pritchett@gmail.com 

Registered with Ofsted 

Tom and Sophie Buchanan 

Over the last few weeks, some of you may 

have met the Revd Tom Buchanan, and his 

wife Sophie, in the Zoom service breakout 

groups. We are delighted to announce that 

Tom and Sophie will be joining us regularly at 

Newnham and Grantchester and Tom will 

helping the team out on a regular basis - 

taking services etc. at both churches.  

Tom has been ordained for seven years and 

exercises this ministry alongside running his 

own business, advising companies and 

academic institutions on strategy and 

communications. He is also Chairman of the 

Governors of the Leys and St Faith’s schools, 

and a non-residentiary Canon and chapter 

member at Ely Cathedral. Sophie is a teacher 

at St Faith’s. They come to us having 

worshipped and ministered at St Philip's 

church in Cambridge for three years and we 

look forward to getting to know them in the 

coming weeks and months. For those of you 

who feel you might recognise Tom, he is Anne 

Smellie’s son, and first worshipped at St Marks 

fifty years ago, although by his own admission 

he has changed a bit since then!  

Welcome, Tom and Sophie - we look forward 

to getting to know you better. 

Rachel 

Words for Woods 

We are fortunate to have in our congregation a 

number who can weave words with unusual skill. 

And Debbie Pullinger (aka Debbie Whitton Spriggs) 

is one of them. In this collection of her poems, she 

combines exquisite word-care with uncommon 

insight, a probing intelligence, and delightful dashes 

of humour.  

Every piece is short, but repays multiple reading. 

Adding to its attractiveness is its size (easily fitted 

into a bag or large pocket), and the beautifully 

textured photos that punctuate the text at key points. 

A delight from beginning to end, at £6.00 this is a 

bargain you should not miss. Buy it now! 

Jeremy Begbie  
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Dispensing Chemist 
N.K. Jank 

32a Eltisley Ave, Tel. 322473 

8.30 - 18.00 Monday to Friday 

8.30 - 13.00 Saturday 

Closed 13.00 - 14.00 Mon & Thurs 

Aromatherapy oils, health and skin care, 
healthfood, gifts wrapped with style 

 COUSINS BUTCHERS & DELI 

36 Grantchester Street; Tel (01223) 35 28 56 

www.CambridgeButchers.com  

Best Christmas Turkey 

and other Christmas Dinner favourites. 

Pre-order today  

Charity of  the Month 

Contributions made in September to Friends of 

the Holy Land amounted to £694. Many thanks 

to those who gave so generously. 

Words for Woods 

At the start of the first lockdown back in March, I began writing a sequence of 

poems. I wrote in order to explore both the situation and our response – an 

attempt to tell, in all senses of that word, the time. Like most people’s 

experience of those months, it’s a mixed lot, in both mood and measure.  

All are still on my blog, along with audio tracks of readings and the original 

reflections that accompanied them. I have now collected all poems, together 

with some of my own photographs, into a small book, Telling Time. As I wrote 

on through the weeks, it became apparent that trees were emerging as an 

important theme. So the entire cover price of £6.00 is going to The 

Woodland Trust. That’s the important bit, and the reason for this bit of 

cheeky self-publicity. You can preview pages and order copies on my website –

www.debbiepullinger.com. 

Oh, and while you’re here, perhaps I might also tempt you with something a little more seasonal? A 

Christmas Abecedary and The Christmas Lists are more towards the chuckle-inducing end of the 

spectrum (though with the odd thought-provoker thrown in) and also there to preview and order. Festive 

fun for all the family and ideal stocking fillers at just £5.00 each! 

Debbie Whitton Spriggs 

With Debbie’s permission we are delighted to be including a few of her poems in this edition of Seek. 

  

Silenced Spring 

Round town the railing posters still remain, 

Like shiny prayer flags flapping in the breeze,  

Recitals clean forgotten, plays unstaged, 

Classes culled, unfinished symphonies. 

 

The cherry’s sparrows chatter unaware, 

The darkling thrush still trembles out his soul. 

Sing for us now, you creatures of the air, 

 Until the day our songs can rise once more. 

http://www.CambridgeButchers.com
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La Maison du Steak 

125 Hills Road 
Cambridge, CB2 1PG  

01223 324258 

info@lamaisondusteak.co.uk 

We are more than just a Steak House. Come and discover us!   

Domenic 
The Gentlemen’s Hairdresser 

45 Newnham Road 

9.00 - 5.30 Tuesday - Friday 

  8.30 - 4.30  Saturday 

Appointments or ‘drop in’ 

Cambridge 309750      

JM CARPENTRY 
Carpentry · Building · Property Maintenance 

01223 515880 / 07932 788801 

10 Selwyn Road, CB3 9EB 

Domestic & Commercial Carpentry Services 

Kitchens, Roofing, New Builds, Joinery 

Works, Windows, Doors 

CHIROPODIST & PODIATRIST 

BEECHWOOD PRACTICE 

41 HILLS ROAD 

Celia Kenney, B.Sc. (Hons) Podiatry, 

M.Ch.S, S.R.Ch. 

Available for home appointments 

 01223 315541  07939 227195 

Your 'Vicar' is Becoming your 

Vicar!  

When I was appointed to Grantchester and 

Newnham, I, along with most of the 'vicars' in the 

South Cambridge deanery at the time, was 

appointed as Priest in Charge. Priest in Charge is 

supposed to be a temporary role, held in case of 

the need for pastoral reorganisation - i.e. joining 

parishes together, changing structures of the 

deanery etc. At the time I was appointed, there 

was no agreed plan for the parishes of South 

Cambridge deanery and so generally 

appointments were as Priest in Charge. This year, 

the Diocese of Ely has approved the South 

Cambridge Deanery Plan and so I am to be made 

Vicar!  

In day to day practice, there will be no real change 

but it does mean a little bit more security for us as 

there are no plans to join us with other parishes, or 

to change my role for now. 

There will be a 'Service of Institution and 

Installation' at St Mark's at 5.00pm on Sunday 13th 

December. Unfortunately, we will not be able to 

extend an open invitation to all due to the need for 

physical distancing. However, I hope that we will 

be able to live stream the service so that more 

people can join in if they would like. More details to 

follow. 

Rachel 

Stamps for the MS Society 

I have been collecting cancelled stamps in 

support of the MS Society for many years. 

Along with so many other things during these 

hard Lockdown times, it has been hard to 

collect many stamps and there are just fewer 

stamps being used for mail. The funds raised 

from the sale of the stamps is donated for MS 

Research. If you have been saving any 

cancelled stamps in the past months, or if 

Christmas cards provide you with many 

stamps in the next few weeks, I would be so 

happy to receive them. You can contact me at 

susan.dillon@virgin.net and I will arrange to 

pick them up. 

Susan Dillon 

mailto:susan.dillon@virgin.net
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The Madonna of  the Swallow 

I wonder if you listened to Sunday Worship on BBC 
Radio 4 on the 6th September this year. It was 
presented by the Reverend Lucy Winkett, Rector of 
St James’ Church, Piccadilly and Neil MacGregor 
the former director of both the National Gallery, 
London and the British Museum. The theme was 
saints and the programme was based around 
religious art in the Sainsbury Wing of the National 
Gallery which contains the earliest part of the 
collection. 

One painting considered in detail was an altarpiece 
known as the Madonna of the Swallow dating from 
about 1490. It was commissioned for the 
Franciscan monastery in the town of Matelica in 
eastern central Italy. The artist Carlo Crivelli was 
originally from Venice and spent much of his life 
working in the Italian Marches where he 
specialised in altarpieces. It is a large painting, or 
rather set of paintings, and one of very few in the 
National Gallery to remain complete in what is 
probably the original lavish frame. Both painting 
and frame were restored in 1989. 

The main central section depicts a 
young Mary, as Queen of Heaven, 
nursing a slightly chubby infant Jesus 
on her knee. His little hand holds - just 
manages to hold - an apple. It is the 
apple of the Fall in the Garden of 
Eden, the symbol of all the sin from 
which this child’s suffering has 
redeemed the world. Mary and Jesus 
are seated on an elaborate throne with 
the swallow, which gives the picture its 
name, perched on the top. Because it 
was thought that swallows hibernated 
in the mud in winter, they were a 
symbol of the incarnation - God made 
flesh as described in the opening 
passage of John’s Gospel - and also 
of the Resurrection - a rebirth. Either 
significance makes the bird a suitable 
attribute here. 

Mary and Jesus are flanked by Saints 
Jerome and Sebastian in their best 
court clothes and looking directly 
towards Jesus. The venerable Jerome 
supports the church (neatly 
symbolised by an architectural model) 
with his writings, a customary lion by 
his side. Sebastian, by contrast, is a 
youthful knight in the latest fashion 
and haircut. 

In contrast to the timeless scene in 
heaven in the main picture the 
predella, the small section 
incorporated into the base of the 
picture, contains five separate scenes, 

the outer four depicting events in the lives of saints 
on earth. The middle one shows the nativity, 
appropriate for this time of year and worth studying 
closely. Mary is positioned centrally kneeling and 
looking devotedly at the new born Jesus who is 
lying on a cloth on the ground. An ox and ass are 
close enough to him for their breath to provide 
warmth. Joseph is somewhat isolated to the left, 
slumped and asleep. Through an opening on the 
right are two shepherds and sheep, either coming 
to or going from worshipping Jesus. By contrast an 
opening on the left depicts people whose lives are 
going on oblivious to events in the stable. To 
contrast with the heavenly image above, the stable 
wall has shelves holding everyday domestic 
utensils. 

Although it is not possible to listen to the Radio 4 
broadcast of 6 September the transcript is 
available via the BBC website and provides more 
information. 

Chris Hammond 
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Newnham Post Office 

Delicatessen/Newsagent 

Jean and Neera 

01223 354391 
Off licence, Provisions, Cakes/Biscuits, 

Cheese Counter, Luxury Ice Cream 

8.00am - 8.00pm daily 

Sunday 8.00am - 4.00pm 

THE DERBY STORES 

We are going Crackers this Christmas 

Well, how are you doing finding Christmas presents 

for your loved ones this year? 

More difficult? When I asked my granddaughter 

what she would like and the reply was… 

“I would like to adopt a Siberian tiger.” 

“Oh” I said, “Where are you going to keep it? Who 

is going to take it for walks?” It did cross my mind 

that it would solve the problem of getting people to 

‘social distance’.  

“No, no, Granny! You send the money to a charity 

and they send you an adoption certificate.” Bit 

dodgy if you ask me but anyway that idea fizzled 

out and she has now asked for a contribution 

towards a bedside table. “It has to have a built-in 

connection to charge a phone and a lockable 

drawer for ‘private’ stuff”. “Where on earth am I 

going to find one of those? John Lewis? Think of all 

the wrapping paper it would take!” was my reply. 

“Don’t be daft, Granny. I’ve found one on the 

internet. Mummy will pay for it on her credit card 

and all you have to do is transfer money to her 

account!” Easy eh? However, this Granny is not so 

daft that she doesn’t realise that ‘mummy’ will have 

a duplicate key cut for that drawer in less time than 

it takes for two shakes of a Siberian tiger’s tail. 

Talking of wrapping paper, my friend, Teresa 

Green, tells me she has found the ultimate eco 

wrapping paper, newspaper! She is doing all her 

presents in it and tying them up with string then 

putting a little bunch of herbs or berried holly on 

top. Rather nice idea I thought but, in an effort to 

cut down on paper usage, we have cancelled our 

newspaper and have a digital copy delivered 

directly to the iPad each morning. (It took a bit of 

getting used to but doing the Suduko and 

crossword is much easier, and you get the 

‘corrections’ too.) 

Did you know that, not only can you can download 

digital books from Cambridge Library, you can read 

magazines too? I used to love reading magazines 

at the hairdressers. Ones that I wouldn’t dream of 

buying like Hello. Anyway, the December issues of 

the ‘Home’ magazines are full of great ideas for 

making Christmas celebrations more Eco. 

Homemade labels with photos of the recipients 

instead of their names for instance. Ooh, and 

beautiful crackers that you can make using toilet 

roll centres (Remember all those rolls I bought that 

were made from bamboo. Their ‘cores’ would be 

perfect.) 

I put the idea to my husband. He said, “But I like 

crackers to go bang when you pull them! I suppose 

we could get some party poppers instead”. “No we 

can’t. They’re made of plastic. What about 

Christmas stockings?” “That’s OK” he said. “We 

can use a pair of my old ski socks and hang them 

up for Santa to fill with Eco presents”. I think I’ll buy 

some crackers online before we both go crackers 

too. 

Well I hope you all get to enjoy Christmas. Let’s not 

forget that others may be less fortunate and do 

what we can to help them through what could be a 

hard time of year. 

Rosemary Ley 
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St Mark's Church Mission Statement 
To be the people of God in this place and to work to make God more 

real for our community. 

The line to Heaven by Christ was made, 

With heavenly truth the Rails are laid, 

From Earth to Heaven the Line extends, 

To Life Eternal where it ends. 

Repentance is the Station then, 

Where Passengers are taken in ; 

No Fee for them is there to pay, 

For Jesus is himself the way. 

God's Word is the first Engineer, 

It points the way to Heaven so clear, 

Through tunnels dark and dreary here. 

It does the way to Glory steer. 

God's Love the fire, his Truth the Steam, 

Which drives the Engine and the Train; 

All you who would to Glory ride, 

Must come to Christ, in him abide. 

In First, and Second, and Third Class, 

Repentance, Faith, and Holiness, 

You must the way to Glory gain, 

Or you with Christ will not remain. 

Come then poor Sinners, now's the time, 

At any Station on the Line, 

If you'll repent, and turn from sin, 

The Train will stop and take you in. 

The Spiritual Railway 

A personal reminiscence for All Saints and All Souls Days  

Rachel’s reminder on the Sunday before All Saints 

and All Souls Days, to think about and celebrate our 

memories of our departed loved ones and close 

friends prompted me to go back 70 years and recall 

my happy childhood with my parents. 

I was an only child and my father spent many hours 

at weekends helping me build Meccano lifting 

bridges and roundabouts powered by model steam 

engines and constructing track layouts for my 

Hornby electric trains. I was fascinated by steam 

railway engines and occasionally he would take me 

and my mother to the Cattle Market sidings below 

Hills Road Bridge to watch the marshalling and 

trains arriving and departing at the Station beyond.  

One day we went on my first visit to Ely Cathedral 

and were directed to a memorial to two young 

Railwaymen who had tragically died on Christmas 

Eve 1845 in an accident on the line between Ely 

and Norwich.  

On that memorial there was a poem, poignant at 

that time, sung as a ballad (Ely Cathedral Choir 

later sang it for fund raising on Liverpool Street 

Station). As a six-year-old the poem did not mean 

much to me for at that time I was more concerned 

with their families’ grief at Christmas. 

Perhaps you can then imagine my feelings of 

nostalgia when later on that recent Sunday night I 

was listening to Mark Tully’s programme Something 

Understood comprising music and readings on the 

theme of ‘Railways’ which concluded with this same 

poem below, thereby bringing back a host of these 

wonderful childhood memories. 

Nicholas Pevsner thinks that the poem 

characterises Victorian earnestness in the triumph 

of human ingenuity. I find it a reassuring allegory in 

its simplicity. 

John Brady 
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A caring and professional service at all times  
Richard Stebbings Ltd  

Funeral Service  
Kendal House, Cambridge Road,  

Impington, Cambridge CB24 9YS  

Tel: 01223 232309                   

Fax: 01223 232319               
Member of the British Institute of Funeral 

Directors 

• Independent family business  

• Personal 24 hour service  

• Private Chapel of Rest  

• Pre-payment funeral plans  

• Monumental masonry  

• Floral Tributes 

Cambridge Churches Homeless Project  

Stephen Barwise (stephen@cchp.org.uk) has sent us an update on the work of the Cambridge Churches 

Homeless Project during the pandemic. CCHP is to be our Charity of the Month in January and so readers 

will be able to catch up more fully with its news in our next issue. 

In the meanwhile, he reports that the organisation has been supporting some the most vulnerable rough 

sleepers who have not qualified for the room only accommodation provided by the Council.  

He writes, “For the last seven years, for four months, from the beginning of December to the end of March, 

covering 122 nights, CCHP has housed 17 rough sleepers per night. At any one time, during these winters, 

there have been six churches and one synagogue involved in providing this service. This winter, the nature 

of the service offered will be different, but we intend it to be no less relevant to the rough sleepers with 

whom we engage.”  

mailto:stephen@cchp.org.uk
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Prayers for December 

 

 

 

 

 

A favourite Christmas prayer of my mother: 

May the humility of the shepherds, the perseverance of the wise men, the joy of 

the angels, and the peace of the Christ Child be God’s gift to us this Christmas 

time and always. 

Amen 

The Book of Common Prayer Collect for Christmas Day: 

Almighty God, who hast given us thy only-begotten Son to take our nature upon 

him, and as at this time to be born of a pure Virgin; Grant that we being regenerate, 

and made thy children by adoption and grace, may daily be renewed by the Holy 

Spirit; through the same our Lord Jesus Christ, who liveth and reigneth with thee 

and the same Spirit, ever one God, world without end. 

Amen 

The prayer used at the close of the Festival of Nine lessons and Carols in 

King’s College Chapel: 

O God, who makest us glad with the yearly remembrance of the birth of thy only 

son, Jesus Christ: grant that as we joyfully receive him for our redeemer, so we 

may with sure confidence behold him, when he shall come to be our judge; who 

liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, world without end. 

Amen 

A prayer for life’s journey during unsettled times: 

Be thou, O Lord, our shield and defence as we travel along the perplexing path of life, with 

its many difficulties and dangers. So guide and protect us here on earth, that we may find 

eternal rest when our journey is finished and our work is done; through Jesus Christ our 

Lord. 

Amen 

Selected by Chris Hammond 


