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The Vicar’s Letter 

A few years ago, in one of 

my churches in the 

Cotswolds, I organised an 

evening of ‘training’ for 

people who had 

volunteered to assist with 

the administration of 

Communion. It actually 

doesn’t require a lot of 

training but a number of 

people had said they would be happy to help but 

were nervous about getting it right. 

About twelve of us joined together one cold 

evening in church with the aim of me showing them 

how the communion table was laid up and then 

how we serve others the bread and, especially, the 

wine. At the beginning of the evening I happened 

to say that it might be good if we just spoke 

together about our experience of receiving 

communion. I meant the practical things about 

whether we prefer to take the cup from the person, 

or how we hold our hands, what we were taught 

etc., but what emerged was a lovely 45 minutes or 

so of people talking about their experience of 

communion services. Experiences ranged from 

small, chapel based, informal services at Iona 

abbey, to great contemporary gatherings at 

Christian festivals; some people were pretty ‘high’ 

church, some took a much ‘lower’ view. Reflections 

about what we were doing, and why it was 

important, were offered.  

It was really special and what was truly lovely was 

that it all happened rather organically and no-one 

felt compelled to convince others that their 

experience or preferences were somehow the 

‘right’ ones. We listened and shared and learned 

and reflected 

about what God 

was doing. 

It seems to me 

that as we emerge 

from these last 

eighteen months, 

as we move into a new way of being and doing it is 

important that we find spaces to reflect together 

about our experiences. I guess for many the 

pandemic has brought experiences of loss. I know 

that many have had to work hard to adapt to new 

ways of doing church (and other things) but I hope 

that in there are some real treasures to be shared 

as well as lamenting on that which is gone, or 

changed for ever. 

We are considering, at St Mark’s, how we find 

spaces and times and people to do some of this 

reflecting. It will be important to listen, to learn from 

each other, to consider new things and to celebrate 

our differences and there are many ways that we 

might like to do this, in church services and from 

the pulpit, in things like questionnaires and small 

groups but for now, I want to suggest a smaller, 

more informal way of doing this.  

If you are ready to start mixing with others once 

again, why not invite a few friends or fellow 

members of the congregation, or your neighbours 

round for a coffee or a glass of something and 

listen to each other. Perhaps one person could pick 

a topic or theme and each person just to say briefly 

what their experience is. People may have very 

different, even opposing experiences, but that 

doesn’t matter. The topics or mini-themes could be 

anything but a couple of suggestions might be as 

follows: 

In church during August we heard readings about 

bread and we reflected on what communion is, 

what it was like to be prevented from receiving it 

together, how important it is for the life of the 

church – maybe that might be a starting point. 

Natalie, our children & families’ minister preached 

about singing and music, another thing we have 

not been able to do together for some months. This 

goes beyond the life of the church and might be 

something that people have been thinking about. 

There are some other obvious things like family, 

friends, gatherings, parties etc. and the place of 

those things in our lives. 

What about outdoor space and exercise, or the 

food and drink we eat? 

There will be loads of other things but I hope that 

as we begin to emerge from restrictions and 

lockdowns (even if we have to have a few of these 

for a little bit longer) that we can celebrate as well 

as lament and that we can listen to, and learn from, 

each other. I would love to hear from you! 

 

 

 

 

The Revd Rachel Rosborough 

rachelrosborough@hotmail.com 
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St Mark's Church Mission Statement 
To be the people of God in this place and to work to make God more real for our community. 

Christian Aid : the September Charity  

 

 

Coffee after the 9.30 Service 

We are hoping we can start 

to serve coffee again after 

the 9.30 service, probably 

from September.  

Those on the Rota of 'long 

ago' have been asked by 

Rachel via email to let me 

know if they can continue; so, many thanks to 

those who have already done so. We try to keep 

the numbers up so that 'the Duty' occurs no 

more than four times a year. I fear there will be 

others like me who cannot continue and so new 

volunteers would be very welcome. 

I will probably contact people week by week 

during the autumn term rather than set up a full 

Rota. I would aim to start that up again in the 

new year. 

I will be organising the next full Rota, but retiring 

after that, so a new organiser will be needed....? 

Many thanks to all the existing 'coffee 

volunteers' - and to those who are willing to join 

the Rota. 

Eleanor Jones  

email afjones39@btinternet.com. Tel 01223 

354893 

Christian Aid supports work in over 40 countries. It 
funds projects that are conceived and carried out 
by local people in their own countries. Many of the 
problems have been exacerbated by the change in 
climate, and health needs have been worsened by 
the coronavirus pandemic.  

As well as the escalating need for health care and 
for available vaccines, there is also the lack of food 
related to unsuccessful crops and food production 
worsened by the change in climate - extreme heat, 
droughts, and severe rainfalls causing damage to 
crops, risk to people’s lives and causing soil 
erosion. 

While the UK and the world have focused on the 
corona virus pandemic, the climate crisis has not 
gone away. It has worsened and every moment 
matters. 

Here in Newnham we have so much in so many 
ways, and I ask you, please, to consider people 
globally, and to share by donating to Christian Aid, 
the charity of the month for September. 

I close below with a verse by the Dutch hymn writer 
Fred Kaan : 

Thank you.  

Susan Chester 

For the healing of the nations, 

   Lord, we pray with one accord; 
  for a just and equal sharing  

   of the things that earth affords. 
  To a life of love in action  

   help us rise and pledge our word. 

 

Contributions to the Monthly 

Charities 
As it is presently not possible to make contributions 

to the Charity of the Month via the Sunday 

collections in the usual way you can now make 

your payment directly into the church account, 

giving as reference the name of the charity. The 

details are given below. 

St Mark’s Church, Newnham, sort code 40-52-40, 

account number 00019664. 

It is also possible to give online to St Mark’s. If you 

would like to contribute to the general fund or to the 

Charity of the Month go to Rachel’s weekly 

newsletter to find the link. 

The October Issue of  SEEK 
We hope to be able to distribute the October issue of 

Seek to every household in the parish as usual. This is 

a great way to publicise any groups or activities you are 

involved in. 

Please send  your contributions by Wednesday 15th 

September to Jane Plows at 

janemp@virginmedia.com (350120) or contact any 

member of the committee. 

mailto:afjones39@btinternet.com
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My Great Grandfather 

  

Beginners 

PIANO TUITION  
in your own home 

  

Tel: 07834 420739 

maureen.pritchett@gmail.com 

Registered with Ofsted 

We thank Derek for sharing his research with us. 

Do any other readers have similar stories of their 

forebears to share? 

I was delighted to discover recently – thanks to 

diligent research by my nephew into 19th century 

census returns – that my great grandfather was an 

engine driver. This may not be so remarkable in 

itself, except that he was born in 1817 and he spent 

60 years in the railway industry in three different 

areas of the country. He witnessed at first hand its 

evolution from a limited number of colliery tracks 

with horse drawn wagons on wooden rails to a 

network much more extensive than today’s, and 

from carrying a few tons of coal to the nearest 

canal to a full passenger and goods train service 

over bridges, across viaducts and through tunnels 

to virtually all towns and most large villages in 

Great Britain (and indeed a large part of the world). 

We have no photographs or old documents about 

Edward Cummings. All we know about him comes 

from the 10 yearly census returns and a photocopy 

of his marriage certificate. In 1841. From the latter, 

we have the names of his wife Grace and his father 

Robert and where they lived: Deckham, County 

Durham – that was a surprise, as my father and his 

father were born in South Wales. 

Deckham is now in the middle of the urban sprawl 

of Gateshead, but it was then a small village on the 

turnpike between Newcastle on Tyne and Durham. 

At the time of Edward’s birth there were few 

employment opportunities locally other than 

working on the land. But by 1841 he had qualified 

in the trade of stoker and one of the few places to 

learn that trade was a couple of miles away at 

Robert Stephenson’s Works. From nearby 

Springwell colliery Stephenson’s father, George 

Stephenson, had designed a 15-mile trackway to 

transport the coal to boats on the Tyne (memories 

of ‘Tyne coal’ carried by the ‘dirty British coaster’ in 

Masefield’s poem Cargoes).  

George Stephenson used the static steam engine 

he had designed to haul the loaded wagons up the 

inclines, replacing a large number of working 

horses. But his main interest now was the design 

and development of locomotives, which he tested 

and then worked on the colliery line in the mid-

1820s. A few years later, he won the Railton 

Locomotive Trials held near Liverpool with his 

Rocket. So the colliery railway near his home was a 

perfect training ground for a stoker and future 

driver. 

In 1847 Edward and Grace had made an 

astonishing move with their two small children to 

the south of England and the 1851 census finds 

them in Wiltshire, with Edward now described as an 

engine driver. It was where Isambard Kingdom 

Brunel had just established his great railway works 

at Swindon and had extended the Great Western 

Railway to Bristol. But Edward’s address was in the 

village of Appleford, a station on the newly opened 

GWR branch line from Didcot Junction to Oxford, 

so it appears that this is where he built his career 

as an engine driver. (The attached contemporary 

sketch shows the Oxford terminus in 1852).  

This decade brought the huge expansion of 

passenger trains, as main lines connected all the 

large towns and branch lines sent their iron track 

fingers to the whole population. I like to imagine 
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A caring and professional service at all times  
Richard Stebbings Ltd  

Funeral Service  
Kendal House, Cambridge Road,  

Impington, Cambridge CB24 9YS  

Tel: 01223 232309                   

Fax: 01223 232319               
Member of the British Institute of Funeral 

Directors 

• Independent family business  

• Personal 24 hour service  

• Private Chapel of Rest  

• Pre-payment funeral plans  

• Monumental masonry  

• Floral Tributes 

Domenic 
The Gentlemen’s Hairdresser 

45 Newnham Road 

9.00 - 5.30 Tuesday - Friday 

  8.30 - 4.30  Saturday 

Appointments or ‘drop in’ 

Cambridge 309750      

JM CARPENTRY 
Carpentry · Building · Property Maintenance 

01223 515880 / 07932 788801 

10 Selwyn Road, CB3 9EB 

Domestic & Commercial Carpentry Services 

Kitchens, Roofing, New Builds, Joinery 

Works, Windows, Doors 

CHIROPODIST & PODIATRIST 

BEECHWOOD PRACTICE 

41 HILLS ROAD 

Celia Kenney, B.Sc. (Hons) Podiatry, 

M.Ch.S, S.R.Ch. 

Available for home appointments 

 01223 315541  07939 227195 

Edward leaning out from the footplate as eminent 

Victorians admired the machine that had brought 

them to the city of dreaming spires, replacing a 

stagecoach. But did they understand his Geordie 

accent?  

Though by no means as important as it then was, 

the Didcot – Oxford line is still the same country 

branch line with a few village halts that he knew and 

the countryside it passes through is largely 

unchanged: small fields of pastureland bordered by 

hedges of trees and, nearer Oxford, a thickly 

wooded area. When I looked at a map I saw that the 

line passed within a mile or two of my childhood 

home in Temple Cowley, Oxford. One of my earliest 

memories is of my mother taking me on a long walk 

in my push chair to watch trains go by and to wave 

to the train crew. I had a sudden imaginative glimpse 

of my great grandfather as a young man (in his 30s) 

waving back to his great grandson on the side of the 

track, crossing a time gap of some 80 years.  

However, operating on a branch line must have 

been too quiet for Edward. Despite his family having 

now increased to four, they made another big move, 

for the next census in 1861 finds them living in one 

of the greatest railway towns at this time: Merthyr 

Tydfil in South Wales, at the heart of the industrial 

revolution. 

Merthyr was then the largest town in Wales, with a 

greater population than Cardiff. It had the 

Penydarren Works, the greatest ironworks in Europe 

employing 5000 workers. The problem was to meet 

the world’s demand for its products and the coal 

from nearby collieries. So there was a great need for 

a rapid rail link to Cardiff docks and I K Brunel was 

called in to handle the project.  

It was forty years later that The Taff Vale Railway 

Co. was set up to construct the line and it is highly 

likely that Edward was engaged as a driver on the 

iron and coal trains which were soon running 

regularly down the valley to Cardiff (also transporting 

a further reminder of Masefield’s cargoes: road rails 

and pig iron).  

There was soon a demand for passenger carriages 

and then passenger trains. In view of his seven 

years’ experience on the Didcot to Oxford line, 

Edward would no doubt be asked to take on the 

greater responsibility of conveying passengers 

safely. Thirty years later, the 1891 census still 

records him as an engine driver at the age of 74. He 

was still living in the same house near the GWR 

station in Merthyr Tydfil, designed by Brunel. Some 

years later, the GWR linked with The Taff Vale 

Railway, giving the Merthyr line direct access to the 

vast GWR network, so Edward could have driven 

large engines well beyond Cardiff.  

He and Grace now had nine children and I have 

great respect for Grace too, for raising successfully 

such a large family in three very different regions, 

though she had had to ‘sign’ her marriage register 

with a cross. Two of their boys also became engine 

drivers and their 8th child (Henry) became a coach 

painter for the GWR. He was my father’s father and 

married a girl from Breconshire who, like my 

younger daughter, has the first name Rachel, 

though we did not know this when we chose the 

name. Her maiden name was Rees - my middle 

name. It is good to know that Edward and Grace 

spent all their last years together, both dying in 1898 

in their 80s within a few months of one another. 

Derek R Cummings 
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LOCAL HANDYMAN 

Andy Beeton 

• General gardening and house maintenance 

• Small painting jobs or repairs 

• Also professional plasterer 

Free Estimates 

07800 871738 

andrew.beeton48@gmail.com 

 
Garage Services : GP Motors 

Newnham Service Centre 
Eltisley Avenue 
Cambridge CB3 9JQ 
Tel: 01223 355574 

www.gp-cars.com 
e-mail: enquiries@gp-cars.com 

Celebrating a Season of  Creation 

 

 

 

 

In the second half of September we will, as in previous years, 

mark a 

Season of Creationtide 

There will special services on 19th and 26th September 

 Other things to look out for include 

a Day of reflection and Refreshment 

at Clare Priory on the theme of Connecting with God and 

ourselves through nature 

This will be on Saturday 18th September and will be led by 

Debbie Whitton Spriggs.  

More details will be on the church website where you can also 

sign up to be on our email mailing list to keep you up to date with 

what's happening.   

We will celebrate Harvest at the end of the season of Creationtide 

with a service at St Mark's on Sunday 3rd October. 

The June Charity : MAC 

 

 

 

 

The total raised for Cambridge Money Advice Centre was £725.89. A huge thank you to St Mark’s for their 

loyal and generous support, enabling us to continue this vital work in Cambridge. 

Shev Roser 
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Seeking Experienced Tutors to join 
our growing team 

Visit our website to apply 

www.tutordoctor.co.uk/cambridge 

01223 430432 

PAUL WALDMANN 

Designs in Wood 

41 Norfolk Street 
paulwaldmann169@gmail.com 

01223 314001    07740 167055 

Cabinet making 

Furniture restoration 

Interior woodwork 

(fitted cupboards, bookcases, etc.) 

www.paulwaldmanndesign.co.uk 

C.S. MARTIN 

PAINTING & DECORATING 
For a complete and reliable interior 

and exterior decorating service 

Free estimates and advice 

Over 25 years experience 

Please contact Chris on 01223 
233613 or 07778338437 

cs.martin@ntlworld.com 

Staycation in Suffolk 

Our daughter rang us to say they had booked a 

week’s staycation (a new word for a holiday it 

seems) at a house in Suffolk not far from the coast 

and would we like to join them for a few days. We 

thought this sounded like a lovey idea so she gave 

us some more details. ”It’s an ECO house that is set 

in farmland.” she said. ”It is very isolated but it has 

ground source heating. I’ll send you the computer 

link and you can see what it’s like.” 

Well we went online to examine the photos. My 

husband said, “It looks like a large black wooden 

shed in the middle of a field and what’s that smaller 

building?” “It’s a shepherd’s hut for guests.” I read 

out. “I’m NOT staying in THAT! Where’s the loo?” I 

did remind him of the time when we were at a 

conference in Montreal and the electricity went out 

on the whole of the East Coast. However, a friend 

invited us to stay at his cabin by a lake. It didn’t 

have electricity so we cooked on an open fire and 

the toilet was a small hut with a pit inside. You had 

to take ashes from the fire to ‘disinfect it’ when you 

needed to go if you know what I mean. We ‘washed’ 

in the lake. Oh, and we boiled water from the same 

lake to drink. It was all rather fun at the time. “That 

was decades ago!” he said. ”I need my creature 

comforts these days!” However, I checked with my 

daughter and she assured me that there were 

indeed 3 loos so we should be OK. 

The plan was for her and the family to settle in for a 

few days before we arrived. Luckily there was a 

good mobile phone signal and she could ring us 

with more information. “I thought I’d better warn you 

that the water is from a well. It is filtered but you 

might like to bring bottled water to drink. Oh, and it 

is down a narrow winding road but there are passing 

places to pull in if a tractor comes the other 

way.” (Knowing our luck, we’d meet a combine 

harvester!) “Look out for a five barred gate with a 

narrow track behind it which leads to the house.” 

Well, we put the address into ‘sat nav’ and set off. 

Miraculously it got us to the right road. Mind you, 

can you imagine how many little tracks leading from 

five bar gates there are on a narrow country road in 

Suffolk? Exactly! You get my point? 

We found the place in the end. I had filled seven 

empty wine bottles with good ole Cambridge water 

and as we were unloading them my son-in-law 

looked horrified. “Don’t worry,” I said, “It’s only water 

for drinking.” (Actually, there were a couple that did 

have wine in them.) 

The ECO house was really rather lovely. The 

architect had designed it so that it fitted into the 

countryside seamlessly. There were big triple 

glazed windows on the ‘sunny’ side to let in lots of 

light and everything was as natural as possible 

mailto:paulwaldmann169@gmail.com
http://www.paulwaldmanndesign.co.uk/
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Extra sockets to full re-wires 

Inspections & Testing 

Part P registered 

Call for free friendly advice 

01223 521882  07830 349199 

info@ds-electricalservice.co.uk 

St Mark’s Church Mission Statement 
To be the people of God in this place and to work to make God more 

real for our community. 

using wood and local stone. “It is so peaceful here!” 

I exclaimed. “It’s not.” whispered my granddaughter. 

“There are all sorts of creatures rustling around 

outside during the night and the cows wake me up 

really early in the morning!” Mind you, ‘really early’ 

for a teenager might not be my idea of early. 

Anyway, we enjoyed being with them so much and 

had a wonderful time. 

I told my friend, Teressa Green all about it when we 

got home again. She was very taken with the idea 

of the ECO house. “I think we should all dig up our 

gardens to put in ground source heating.” she 

declared. “We must get rid of our gas boilers as 

soon as we can.” I did point out that I had spent a 

lot of time trying to ‘wild’ parts of our garden so we 

could get more biodiversity and how pleased I was 

with the grass snake that has taken up residence in 

the garden and is doing a good job eating snails 

and slugs. She told me that her cockerel did that 

too. (By the way, my husband says that he doesn’t 

like the sound of either of the ‘predators’!) 

Oh dear, I quite understand that all these changes 

will need to take place if we are to become ‘carbon 

neutral’; nevertheless I went and had a chat with 

our boiler. “Now I know you’re quite old,” I said, “but 

we just need you to carry on a bit longer old girl 

even if they start feeding you hydrogen instead of 

natural gas.” 

Hubby must have realised that I was feeling a bit 

overwhelmed by the thought of all the upheaval that 

might be coming our way so he suggested that he 

made us some G&Ts and we stopped trying to 

solve the world’s climate problems for a moment. 

We sat out in the garden and relaxed….  

The sun was trying to come out and the blackbird 

was singing his usual aria (having gorged himself 

on the blueberries that I had been cultivating!) 

Someone was walking along the path behind the 

fence, happily chatting to their dog (an interesting 

conversation…Newnham dogs must be very 

intelligent) and some young people were enjoying 

playing a game on the nearby sports field. The sun 

came out and the smell of lavender and herbs 

wafted up from our carefully tended pots. We 

moved the tomato plants in their ‘bags on wheels’ 

into the sunshine. They are not looking as good as 

last year’s but we’ve got some lovely loofahs 

coming. Yes indeed, Newnham is an excellent 

place for a staycation too!  

Well, I hope that you have had a good summer 

wherever you spent it. Let’s all keep trying to do our 

bit towards caring for our world in any way we feel 

we can. Remember, lots of tiny changes can make 

a big difference. 

Best wishes,  

Rosemary Ley 

mailto:info@ds-electricalservice.co.uk
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Advertise in this magazine for as little as £45 per annum                   

for 11 issues. 

Contact Jane Plows  (janemp@virginmedia.com) 

C & C BLINDS 
SPECIALISTS IN BLINDS 

ANY SIZE   ANY COLOUR 

FREE ESTIMATES 

01223 211171  07761 262070 

Vertical Blinds, Roller Blinds,          

Venetian Blinds, Wooden Blinds,     

Roman Blinds, Pleated Blinds, Repairs 

Carpet Cleaning &  
Stone Floor, Upholstery, Rugs 

In business since 1993 

01223 832 928       
www.Rothwells.biz 

We’re an honest local family firm. 
Our large truck mounted machines mean more cleaning & drying power for the 

best results possible. 100% satisfaction or it’s FREE. 
Call Oliver and Max Campbell for expert help today. 

To Make You Smile 

This month we thank Tina Wilson and Nick 

Warburton for their contributions. 

 

Out of the Mouths of Babes and Five Year-olds  

 

Children and grandchildren are a great source of 

constant delight, aren't they? Our youngest 

grandson, five year-old Hector, is an avid little 

reader. In August whilst on holiday with his parents 

in a hotel up North, he discovered a book, left by the 

Gideons, in a drawer beside his bed, announcing 

"It's a “Holly Bibble”! 

Tina Wilson 

 

Curious churches … 

Only one of these anecdotes about curious 

churches is true. Can you tell which? 

1. There’s a church in northern France which is 

built inside an enormous oak tree. It’s called the 

Chapel Oak and has a staircase constructed around 

it. 

The tree is more than eight hundred years old; even 

older, some say, claiming that William the 

Conqueror prayed under its branches before he left 

for England. In the 1600s, the tree was hollowed out 

by fire after being struck by lightning, though its 

outer shell continued to live. In response to this 

event, the local clergy had the tree made into a 

chapel. 

2. A community in Nebraska in the 1920s had a 

new church built in a narrow space between a hotel 

and a drugstore. Because the space was so 

confined, they had their meeting rooms installed on 

the first floor, above the large hall they used for 

worship. The elders of the church, who most often 

used these rooms, gained access to them by means 

of ropes. The more elderly elders were hoisted into 

position by a series of slings and pulleys. This was 

because their church forbade, on religious grounds, 

the use of stairs and ladders in all buildings 

dedicated to worship. 

3. Before the fall of the Berlin Wall, Christians in an 

East German town found a novel way of attending 

services despite the state repression of churches. 

Monthly services were held in warehouses that 

sometimes stood empty. Of course, the organisers 

couldn’t advertise the services, or say which 

warehouse was the next to be used, so worshippers 

developed a code which enabled them to find out 

what they needed to know. They would go to certain 

food shops in the town and ask for a particular brand 

of tinned fish. They were then told that the fish was 

unavailable and the only way to get hold of it was to 

go directly to the warehouse where it was stored. 

Nick Warburton 

You can find the answer on page 11. 
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Dispensing Chemist 
N.K. Jank 

32a Eltisley Ave, Tel. 322473 

8.30 - 18.00 Monday to Friday 

8.30 - 13.00 Saturday 

Closed 13.00 - 14.00 Mon & Thurs 

Aromatherapy oils, health and skin care, 
healthfood, gifts wrapped with style 

 COUSINS BUTCHERS & DELI 

36 Grantchester Street; Tel (01223) 35 28 56 
www.CambridgeButchers.com  

Locally-sourced top quality meats. 
Fresh seasonal fruits and vegetables. 

Award-winning pies and sausages.  
     Everything you need for your Sunday roast...                             

a quick lunch 'out'... or a nice dinner 'in'...  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

40 Grantchester Road, Newnham, Cambridge 

01223 503634 lathambuilders.com 07528 772899 

Memories of  the Learner Pool 

An article in the Cambridge Evening News on the 

4th July 1972 reads, “The new learners’ swimming 

pool for children, which Cambridge City Council 

have built at Sheep’s Green, Newnham, will be 

opened on July 11. 

“Council officials and members yesterday visited 

the pool while final tests were carried out. 

“The pool stands in the grounds of the adults’ 

bathing place by the side of the river. It cost about 

£6,000 and is the first outdoor learners’ pool in the 

city. 

“The water will be heated and special windbreak 

fences have been built round the pool to give 

added protection from the weather.” 

 

 

When we came here in 1974 the Pool was heated, 

and supervised and cost 1p to enter by the rotating 

metal gate. The price increased to 2p which then 

meant finding 8 x 1p - or 16 x 1p if I went with the 

children twice in the day which we did frequently in 

the heatwave of 1976. The first year juniors from 

Newnham Croft School had swimming lessons 

there on a Wednesday afternoon with Miss 

Warrington, in our day, assisted by a parent. There 

were problems as teenagers would go from the 

river into the pool, obviously not wise, confirmed 

later when the Council removed the steps into the 

river (only to be reinstated for the Canoe Club!) 

due to the poor quality of the water.  

Current Situation 

Thanks to the efforts of Dani Redhead and 

‘Friends of the Pool’ the Pool has been saved and 

improved after a long period of neglect and threat 

of closure. It is still chlorinated and supervised 

although not heated - and free! 

Sadly, because the Pool is well hidden from the 

rest of Lammas Land and long neglected, its 

existence is not widely known so attempts are 

continuing to get it advertised near the Paddling 

Pool before it is again threatened with closure…. 

Eleanor Jones 

Dani Redhead adds 

It is estimated that it would cost about £15,000 - 

£20,000 to re-instate eco-friendly heating of the 

pool, which would mean the school could use the 

pool for lessons. If there is anyone or any business 

in the community that might be interested in 

supporting such a venture, I would love to hear 

from them. 

http://www.CambridgeButchers.com
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Prayers for September 

Prayers in Seek 

For many years now Anne Howie has taken on the responsibility of sourcing the 

prayers for the back page of Seek. Many of you will have been gently approached by 

her at some time and have kindly responded by providing us with a wonderfully 

diverse range of prayers. We are enormously grateful to Anne for this. She has now 

decided that it is time for her to step down from this role and to take a well deserved 

rest.  

Thank you very much, Anne, for all the time and effort you have so generously given 

to Seek.  

This month we have looked back over the last decade to discover the prayers that have been suggested for 

September in previous years.  

Lord, we pray for all families as holidays end; families who live busy lives and are under 

great pressure. 

Please guard them, strengthen them and give them joy and security. Give them also, dear 

Lord, open hearts and open doors to welcome all. Amen 

Chosen by Dorothy Elven in 2011  

As this new term starts, 

God of wonder, 

may we remember the youthful thirst for knowledge, 

in sponge-like brains 

that soak up all they hear and experience. 

May their imaginations be sparked 

by teachers who thrive on the sharing 

of what they know. 

When the classroom does not appeal, 

help us to find new ways 

to share knowledge. 

In our later years 

encourage us to be open to what is new 

and willing to expand our experiences 

so that we continue 

to wonder at God’s glory 

shown in creation.   

Amen 

Chosen by Hilary Murray from Pray Now in 2013 

 

           Autumn   

           As lovely as this golden autumn morning, 

           I will not look back to grieve the passing days of summer 

           Of all the regal seasons Autumn is most brilliant 

           Make my life brilliant too.  

           Amen  

             Ruth Harms Calkin  

Chosen by John Brady in 2015                 

Answer: Number 1 
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La Maison du Steak 

125 Hills Road 
Cambridge, CB2 1PG  

01223 324258 

info@lamaisondusteak.co.uk 

We are more than just a Steak House. Come and discover us!   

Newnham Post Office 

Delicatessen/Newsagent 

Jean and Neera 

01223 354391 
Off licence, Provisions, Cakes/Biscuits, 

Cheese Counter, Luxury Ice Cream 

8.00am - 8.00pm daily 

Sunday 8.00am - 4.00pm 

THE DERBY STORES 

Regular Groups 

Home Group with Bible Study : Alternate Mondays 10.00 am to 11.30 am 

Contact Sue Wagner 563435. 

Bible Study Tuesdays at 7.30 pm  

Contact Andrew and Angela Watts 353488. 

St Mark’s Choir meets on the first and third  Fridays of the month from 6.00 pm to 

7.00 pm in the Community Centre in term time.   

 

Services at St Mark’s Church, Newnham                 

in September 

There will be Communion (BCP) at 8.00 am every Sunday 

9.30 am 

5th September          Communion   

12th September         Morning Worship 

19th September         Communion  (Creation)  

26th September         Communion 

6.00 pm 

5th September          Zoom  Evening Worship  

 

There will be Communion (BCP) every Tuesday at 11.00 am  

Toddles 

Our toddler group will resume in September. We meet on Monday and Thursday mornings at St Mark’s Com-

munity Centre, behind the church. Contact Natalie Lealand, Children and Families Minister. 07925 439068 

childrenandfamilies@stmarksnewnham.org 


