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The Vicar’s Letter 

As many of you will know, 
as well as being Vicar of 
St Mark’s I am also Vicar 
of Grantchester and I live 
in the village. Many of you 
will also be aware of the 
ITV series ‘Grantchester’. 
It is a drama set in 1950s 
Grantchester which sees 
the Vicar teaming up with 
the local detective to 
solve crimes. 

The production company have recently been 
filming a new series of ‘Grantchester’. Observing 
the filming this time, I am reminded of the number 
of people and the huge amount of time that it takes 
to put together a one hour episode. Many, many 
hours of filming, many different takes, many 
different technical experts. And, of course, before 
we see them on set, many hours of writing, editing, 
learning lines etc. 

And very few of us, when we watch our favourite 
TV show, think about all that background work. 
The amount of time and the number of people who 
have made the show happen. We simply sit and 
enjoy the show. 

It made me think, not just about the church, but so 
many other things in life, where we see – and 
enjoy and experience – just a small percentage of 
the whole. There is always a back story. 

In the life of the church, you might think about what 
happens on a Sunday and you might consider the 
vicar, other people who are up front reading or 
praying and maybe the organist. And yet so many 
will have contributed to this offering – people who 
clean the church, do the flowers, set up for 
services, plan and pray and all sorts of other things 
that need to happen. The majority of the people 
and actions that make the church “the church” are 
unseen. People just getting on with things without 
recognition or, often, thanks. I am so thankful for 
so many people, for the ones who are seen and 
the many who are unseen, the ones who do a lot 
and the ones who do a little. Thank you. 

And of course, it is easy to think that church is 
about Sundays and it is, in one sense. Sunday is 
the main gathering for Christian congregations, it is 
the time we gather and celebrate to worship 
together, to encourage one another, to enjoy one 
another and to laugh and mourn with one another. 
But church is about so much more than Sundays. It 
is about Christians living out their faith every day, 
daily putting one foot in front of the other to follow 
in the footsteps of Jesus, of daily learning to love 
God and to love each other. And much of this 
happens in a way that is unseen by others. But we 
do not do it to be seen, but simply to reflect the 
love of God that we have received. 

At the moment, some people are feeling able to 

come back to Sunday services in our church 

building, some are gathering on Zoom, some are 

worshipping alone at home. All of these are 

important and valid – and all are seen by the God 

who loves each of us. And whether we can be in 

church on Sunday or not, let’s remember the call 

from Jesus simply to follow him. Let’s remember 

the God who is present always, in church and not, 

on Sundays and at other times, when we are with 

others and when we feel invisible. And let’s 

remember the greatest commandment of all, to live 

a life of love – of God and of others, reflecting the 

love we have received from him.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Revd Rachel Rosborough 

rachelrosborough@hotmail.com 

 

Coffee after the 9.30 Service 

It has been a pleasure to enjoy coffee in the Hall and the courtyard  again during September 

and we look forward to this continuing. However, we do need helpers to make it possible. 

Many thanks to those on the Rota of 'long ago' who have already let me know that they can 

continue. We try to keep the numbers up so that 'the Duty' occurs no more than four times a 

year. I fear there will be others like me who cannot continue and so new volunteers would be very warmly 

welcomed. 

I will probably contact people week by week during the autumn term rather than set up a full Rota. I would 

aim to start that up again in the new year. 

I will be organising the next full Rota, but retiring after that, so a new organiser will be needed....? 

Many thanks to all the existing 'coffee volunteers' - and to those who are willing to join the Rota. 

Eleanor Jones  email afjones39@btinternet.com. Tel 01223 354893 

mailto:afjones39@btinternet.com
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Gombe Diocese, Northern Nigeria , October’s Charity of  the Month 

 

  

New Cover Picture 

Many thanks to Audrey Norton, my granddaughter, who has designed  the new picture 
on our cover. Jane Plows 

We acknowledge the generosity of people 

associated with St Mark’s who over the past fifteen 

years have supported our sending regular gifts of 

money to the Anglican Diocese of Gombe in 

Northern Nigeria. Gombe is one of the poorest 

states in Nigeria and it is also near to the top north-

eastern corner of the country which has been badly 

affected by the attacks of the terrorist group ‘Boko 

Haram’. Along with poverty, the spread of Covid19 

and other diseases, plus criminal gangs which have 

been abducting children from their schools in order 

to pressurise parents or local governments to pay 

ransoms for their release, the people have had 

much to cope with. 

With such forces undermining the work of those 

who try to build up their local communities, one can 

understand why the need to motivate people to 

keep on going is essential. The Diocese of Gombe 

has been exercising its ministry in the belief that 

church groups that work together can make a 

difference in their communities. In this, St Mark’s 

has been able to support the purchase of 

equipment for a hospital in the state capital; the 

building of secondary schools in areas where the 

provision has been minimal; and the foundation of a 

College of Midwifery and Nursing in the south of the 

state. 

St Marks has believed that, as we want to support 

those in the world who have the least resources, 

the best way we can do that is to support the 

commitment of local partners in the country. We 

have been pleased to see the use that has been 

made of the money we have sent and we continue 

to believe that in these hard times local church 

groups which work together to improve the lot of 

everyone in their communities are good groups to 

which we can send our support. 

That the people who we are helping are part of 

locally-based groups which encourage individuals 

to make their own contributions to the communal 

good is part of a positive reward for us. The 

willingness of people to do this for the long-term is 

an essential part of motivating people to keep on 

trying, and we have supported the church in Gombe 

as it seeks to do this. As we look for ways in which 

we might help some of the most struggling 

communities in our world we can see, and rejoice 

in, the results which they are producing. 

Andrew Watts 

This letter was recently received by our Treasurer 

Dear Stuart Lingard 

It's a pleasure to hear from you once again. Thanks so much for your church donation and supports for our 

Diocese.  

We received the last donation you made in July and have used it to mould blocks for the Clinic at the College 

of Nursing and midwifery, Kaltungo. The foundation was laid by our former bishop, Henry Ndukuba, two 

years ago.  

The new donation you intend to make will be used to put the blocks in place and do the blockwork of the 

Clinic.  

Greet our brethren at St Mark's Church, please do tell them that we appreciate your donations and supports 

to our Diocese. These have been of immense help to us. 

God Bless you so much. 

Ven. Peter Okparaji 

Happy Birthday 

We send warm congratulations and birthday greetings to Derek 

Cummings who will be celebrating his ninetieth birthday on the 13th 

October. We look forward to learning about his long and varied life when 

we interview him as one our nonagenarians. 
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Children and Families at St Mark’s  

Children and families are an important part of our 

parish community, and we welcome children of all 

ages into St Mark’s and our adjoining Community 

Centre. Our groups usually meet during school 

term-time, although there are exceptions 

(particularly for younger children, where we 

sometimes run through the school holidays).  

Please contact our Children and Families Minister, 

Natalie Lealand, at 

childrenandfamilies@stmarksnewnham.org with 

queries, or to register your interest in any of our 

activities. Visiting the children’s section on our 

website will also allow you to sign up to our mailing 

list.  

Toddles Toddler Group, Mondays and 

Thursdays 

10.15 – 11.30am in the Community Centre 

(behind the church building) 

Toddles is a group which welcomes parents and 

carers alongside their babies and toddlers, for play 

and chat. We have recently updated our selection 

of toys, and have several ride-on tricycles, a mini 

trampoline, baby mats, vehicles, building blocks, a 

small kitchen, and drawing materials alongside 

other items. We provide a variety of snacks for 

adults and children and serve fresh coffee and tea 

as volunteer availability allows. Alongside meeting 

regularly during term-time, we occasionally run 

through the school holidays – contact Natalie for 

details. A donation of £2 is suggested. 

Junior Church – 2nd, 3rd, and 4th Sundays 

9.30am (beginning in the church service, and 

moving into the Community Centre) 

Junior Church runs alongside the main Sunday 

service at St Mark’s. We begin in church and join 

the congregation for a hymn and prayer, and then 

walk across to the Community Centre. Once in the 

hall, there is a story from the Godly Play 

curriculum. We use figures and props to make the 

story – and not the storyteller – the centre of the 

session. This form of storytelling encourages the 

children to respond to a Bible story in the way 

which feels most natural to them – we have craft 

materials and other physical objects, which the 

children can use to respond to what they have just 

heard, without the pressure of having to ‘show and 

tell’ their work afterwards. You can read more 

about Godly Play by visiting the website: http://

www.godlyplay.org.uk.  

M&Ms Youth Group  

17th October, 21st November, 5th December  

This is our group for children and young people 

aged 9 and above. We share the group with St 

Mary and St Michael’s in Trumpington, and so 

alternate our meetings between a location in 

Newnham and a location in Trumpington. 

Throughout the better weather, we have met 

outside for games, activities, and discussion. 

During autumn and winter we will usually meet in 

the hall at St Mark’s, or at the Bakehouse in 

Trumpington. We will have indoor activities and 

faith-based discussion. Our sessions are 

welcoming, and we intend for this to be a place 

where children can grow in their faith, and discuss 

issues important to them, in a non-judgemental 

environment. As with all our children’s activities, 

this group is about recognising children and young 

people as a vital part of our church community, and 

so we listen to the children’s ideas and allow them 

to shape our discussions.  

Messy Church, 1st Tuesday of the month 

3.30 – 5.00pm  

This term our sessions will be held on the 5th 

October, 2nd November, and 7th December.  

Messy Church is an opportunity for children to 

come into church and engage in a variety of crafts 

and activities centred around a Bible story, or 

Christian message. There is a lot of room for 

personal creativity, and this is a good way to end 

the school day – allowing children and adults alike 

to engage in something that doesn’t feel like school 

or work. Parents or carers accompany their 

children, with the opportunity to meet and chat with 

others while their children create and play. While 

these sessions would usually end with a meal, we 

have unfortunately suspended the meal for these 

first few meetings back.  

  

Beginners 

PIANO TUITION  
in your own home 

  

Tel: 07834 420739 

maureen.pritchett@gmail.com 

Registered with Ofsted 

mailto:childrenandfamilies@stmarksnewnham.org
http://www.godlyplay.org.uk
http://www.godlyplay.org.uk
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A caring and professional service at all times  
Richard Stebbings Ltd  

Funeral Service  
Kendal House, Cambridge Road,  

Impington, Cambridge CB24 9YS  

Tel: 01223 232309                   

Fax: 01223 232319               
Member of the British Institute of Funeral 

Directors 

• Independent family business  

• Personal 24 hour service  

• Private Chapel of Rest  

• Pre-payment funeral plans  

• Monumental masonry  

• Floral Tributes 

Domenic 
The Gentlemen’s Hairdresser 

45 Newnham Road 

9.00 - 5.30 Tuesday - Friday 

  8.30 - 4.30  Saturday 

Appointments or ‘drop in’ 

Cambridge 309750      

JM CARPENTRY 
Carpentry · Building · Property Maintenance 

01223 515880 / 07932 788801 

10 Selwyn Road, CB3 9EB 

Domestic & Commercial Carpentry Services 

Kitchens, Roofing, New Builds, Joinery 

Works, Windows, Doors 

CHIROPODIST & PODIATRIST 

BEECHWOOD PRACTICE 

41 HILLS ROAD 

Celia Kenney, B.Sc. (Hons) Podiatry, 

M.Ch.S, S.R.Ch. 

Available for home appointments 

 01223 315541  07939 227195 

A Garden 

A garden offers a glimpse of us doesn't it? 

Imaginative or a little boring? Colourful or safe? 

Trendy or traditional? A dangerous line of thought 

perhaps, so let us turn to our Church front garden. 

Was it open or somewhat enclosed? What did it say 

about us? Rachel and I realised that we were both 

pondering this question. We concluded that the front 

hedge was the problem. It had become more of a 

barrier than a boundary. So the project to open up 

the garden began!  

Guided by Nick Linzell, our real gardener, we halved 

the size of the hedge. We removed the debris of 40 

years from its roots and the crushing ivy which 

concealed its essence as honeysuckle. Colleagues 

were anxious but Nick assured us that it would 

recover. 

Inspiration and good fortune quickly followed. Why 

not open a gap to reveal the plinth of the War 

Memorial and create another entrance to the 

garden? Why not refresh the planting in the coldest 

flower bed against the chancel, which had defeated 

the garden's first designer, the indefatigable Joan 

Bellis? Wouldn't fresh gravel brighten up the paths? 

And dare we risk a” friendship” seat? 

Then Andy, who many of us know from Crofters 

Cafe on Lammas Land, made his contribution. He 

had a friend, David, who is an entertainer and a 

professional cleaner of monuments. Yes, we would 

like to use him! David spent two days carefully 

washing and gently brushing to reveal a glowing 

beacon of Remembrance. 

Many passers-by have noticed our garden almost for 

the first time. We hope they will come in - and more. 

Alan Jones 

Newnham War Memorial  

As Alan notes in the previous article the War 

Memorial in front of St Mark's Church has been 

cleaned. It is now its original colour and stands 

out clearly against the red brick of the church. It 

has inscribed the names of the 52 servicemen 

who died in the First World War and the 23 

Servicemen and one woman who died in the 

Second World War. The lettering is difficult to 

read but a complete list is displayed on a board 

inside the church.  

As soon as the First World War ended, the 

church decided that a memorial to the fallen 

should be initiated. A public meeting was firstly 

held on the 28th January 1919 to discuss what 

form this should take. A month later the Parish 

Magazine records that ‘it was practically 

unanimously decided to adopt the proposal to 

erect a worthy Memorial in the church grounds 

on which shall be inscribed the names of those of 

our Parish whose loss we deplore and whose 

sacrifice we honour'. A Committee was formed to 

take on the project under the chairmanship of 

Professor Dr Holland Rose assisted by 14 

members. 

An appeal letter was delivered to every house in 

the Parish asking everyone to contribute as much 

or as little as they could afford towards the 

approximate cost of £200. It was so successful 

that by May 1919 the vicar the Rev. S. Symonds 

was able to write that this ‘clears the way for 

those who desire to commemorate the Peace by 

some memorial in the church, to make their 

proposals without any seeming spirit of rivalry’. 

He continues ‘Our Churchwardens and others 
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LOCAL HANDYMAN 

Andy Beeton 

• General gardening and house maintenance 

• Small painting jobs or repairs 

• Also professional plasterer 

Free Estimates 

07800 871738 

andrew.beeton48@gmail.com 

 
Garage Services : GP Motors 

Newnham Service Centre 
Eltisley Avenue 
Cambridge CB3 9JQ 
Tel: 01223 355574 

www.gp-cars.com 
e-mail: enquiries@gp-cars.com 

desire to place a stained-glass window in the East 

End Lancet window. This will cost £70’. Obviously 

there had been some disagreement about the 

building of the war memorial which had been 

glossed over earlier in the words ‘practically 

unanimously ‘. 

By the end of May most the money had been 

raised, the site selected, a large elm tree trimmed 

and steps were taken to decide upon the design 

and materials of the Memorial. On the 20th June a 

meeting was arranged to approve the design 

submitted by Messrs. Rattee & Kett. ‘The base, 

standing on two octagon steps, will have four large 

faces for the inscription and names, and will be 

surmounted by a shaft and plain cross, the top of 

which will be about 13ft 9ins from the ground. The 

cost, including the concrete foundation and the 

erection will be about £192, and another £10 will be 

needed for extra expenses. The order has been 

given to Messrs. Rattee & Kett to begin on it at their 

earliest opportunity.’ 

Inevitably there were delays both to the memorial 
cross and window. The stone for the central block 
was difficult to obtain and Mr McLean Leach’s 
preoccupation with another project delayed the 
window. However by August 1920, the Rev. 
Symonds was able to report that ‘we have at last a 
clear course before us, for we have found that 
Thursday October 7th is a convenient day to 
Colonel Riddell, the brilliant C.O. of the 1/1 
Cambridgeshire Regiment in 1916-17, for unveiling 

of the outside monument, and also to the Bishop of 
Ely for dedicating the East End window’. 

The inscription on the monument, in addition to the 
52 names recorded, runs as follows. 

To the memory of those who gave their lives in the 
War 1914-19. 

Then a quotation from Dante. 

“In His will is our Peace.” 

And a text from Roman’s XIV v7. 

“For none of us liveth to himself and no man dieth 
to himself.” 

On the day itself the weather was fine and 
hundreds of Parishioners gathered across the road 
in front of the cross. A guard of honour was formed 
by nearly 40 men who had served as they were 
inspected by Colonel Riddell. The unveiling was 
followed by speeches, The Last Post and the 
reading of the names of the Fallen. The ceremony 
ended by the singing of the hymn O God our Help 
in Ages past and a Blessing. Many beautiful 
wreaths were laid around the Cross by friends of 
those whose memory was preserved. 

In the Church, the Bishop of Ely gave an address 
linking the Cross to the Risen Christ depicted in the 
window. Later the Bishop spoke to the children who 
had arrived from school for a little service. They 

must have included many children who had lost 
their fathers in the conflict. 

The event was covered in the Cambridge Chronicle 
and the photograph in the Parish Magazine was 
taken from the issue the following week. More 
photographs were published and these can be 
seen on our website and in the narthex. The 
photographs show the War Memorial as being 
constructed of white stone and now that it has been 
cleaned of 101 years of grime we can appreciate its 
original colour. 

Sue Wagner  
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Seeking Experienced Tutors to join 
our growing team 

Visit our website to apply 

www.tutordoctor.co.uk/cambridge 

01223 430432 

PAUL WALDMANN 

Designs in Wood 

41 Norfolk Street 
paulwaldmann169@gmail.com 

01223 314001    07740 167055 

Cabinet making 

Furniture restoration 

Interior woodwork 

(fitted cupboards, bookcases, etc.) 

www.paulwaldmanndesign.co.uk 

C.S. MARTIN 

PAINTING & DECORATING 
For a complete and reliable interior 

and exterior decorating service 

Free estimates and advice 

Over 25 years experience 

Please contact Chris on 01223 
233613 or 07778338437 

cs.martin@ntlworld.com 

Encounter in Nature 

On Saturday 18th September, twelve St Mark’s folk gathered at Clare Priory in Suffolk. We spent a lovely 

warm September day exploring ways of connecting with the Creator and ourselves through the natural 

world.  I am thinking of offering a similar, shorter ‘Encounter' in October (date tbc), beginning in St Mark’s then 

continuing with a walk by the river. If you might be interested in joining us, do drop me a line: 

debbie@whittonspriggs.com 

Debbie Whitton Spriggs  

The Burial Ground Wildflower Meadow 

The wildflower meadow has once 

again been very successful this 

year, starting with the usual 

cowslips, then, amongst others, 

most notably meadow buttercup, 

ragged robin, oxeye daisies, birds 

foot trefoil, lady's bedstraw, 

knapweed, red clover and, finally, 

last month betony, which I have not 

seen in previous years. 

The meadow has been scythed over 

three afternoons in the last month by 

volunteers from St Marks, usually 

followed by a beer at the Red Bull.  

Chris Wagner 

St Mark’s Church Mission Statement 
To be the people of God in this place and to work to make God more 

real for our community. 

mailto:paulwaldmann169@gmail.com
http://www.paulwaldmanndesign.co.uk/
mailto:debbie@whittonspriggs.com
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Extra sockets to full re-wires 

Inspections & Testing 

Part P registered 

Call for free friendly advice 

01223 521882  07830 349199 

info@ds-electricalservice.co.uk 

Come and Join Us 

The Monday Home Group with Bible Study 

We meet on alternate Mondays from 10.00 am to 11.30 am and will be 

pleased to welcome new members. Please contact Sue Wagner on 

563435 for further details. 

The Tuesday Bible Study Group 

We meet every Tuesday at 7.30 pm and will be pleased to welcome new 

members. At present we are in discussion about splitting the group in two 

partly, in these Covid times, to ensure that our venue is not too crowded. 

Please contact Andrew Watts on 353488 for further details. 

Joining the Flower Arranging Team 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Whether it is a posy of pansies or ecclesiastical exotica, a gift 

of flowers in church is always appreciated by visitors and 

congregation alike. The flower arranger too benefits, as time 

spent in an empty church - with perhaps an organist for 

company - offers a moment of calm and reflection.   

If you would like to belong to the team of arrangers, the 

commitment would be to do flowers on your own twice a year 

and then to join everyone else on a Saturday morning before a 

big festival.   Sometimes there is also the opportunity to 

provide arrangements for family ceremonies such as weddings 

and funerals. Please contact Wendy Walford - 323519 or 

wendy.walford@btinternet - if you are interested or want to 

know more. 

St Mark’s Choir 

It is good to be back in action again. We 

sing at the 10.00 am service each week 

and would be delighted to welcome new 

members. 

Choir practice takes place in the 

Community Centre between 6.00 pm 

and 7.00 pm on the first and third 

Fridays of each month. Contact our 

Choir Director John Wyatt 

(mandyandjohnwyatt@gmail.com) if 

you would like to join us. 

mailto:info@ds-electricalservice.co.uk
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C & C BLINDS 
SPECIALISTS IN BLINDS 

ANY SIZE   ANY COLOUR 

FREE ESTIMATES 

01223 211171  07761 262070 

Vertical Blinds, Roller Blinds,          

Venetian Blinds, Wooden Blinds,     

Roman Blinds, Pleated Blinds, Repairs 

Carpet Cleaning &  
Stone Floor, Upholstery, Rugs 

In business since 1993 

01223 832 928       
www.Rothwells.biz 

We’re an honest local family firm. 
Our large truck mounted machines mean more cleaning & drying power for the 

best results possible. 100% satisfaction or it’s FREE. 
Call Oliver and Max Campbell for expert help today. 

Testing Times with a Grain of  Truth 

My friend, Teresa Green, invited me around to 

her place to enjoy a cuppa in the garden as the 

weather was warm and sunny. We were sitting 

there in a couple of rattan chairs she had rescued 

from a skip, her cockerel pecking around the 

‘flower’ beds and the lavender and camomile tea 

lulling me into a false sense of security. 

Much to my surprise Teresa produced an iPad 

(gosh, I didn’t think she would approve of such 

things, but there you go!) and suggested we did a 

test to calculate our carbon footprints. “Oh dear,” 

I thought, “This is NOT going to go well!” 

Here are a few of the questions and my 

comments. You might think about how you would 

respond to the questions too. 

Do you try to buy food that is locally sourced?  

What percentage of food do you waste? 

How much do you spend of food from restaurants 

and take-aways? (I do hope Neera’s yummy 

curries from Derby Stores and the butcher’s 

award-winning steak pies aren’t classed as 

takeaways!) 

Teresa then asked, “How many pets do you 

have?” “Well,” I said, “Does that count the fish in 

the pond?” Evidently “Yes”. “About 10 then.” “But 

how about HIM?” I said pointing out into the 

garden towards the cockerel. “He’s not a pet and 

anyway he just eats snails and stuff from the 

garden. Oh, and he has oats for breakfast.” I 

wasn’t quite sure if she was referring to the fowl 

or to her husband who was also pottering in the 

garden tending some strange plants in the raised 

beds. (More about that later). 

The questions then led on to transport. Things 

like air travel and did I drive a car to work or go 

by bus, bike or walk? “That’s easy,” I said, “I 

make myself a cup of tea and walk upstairs to my 

‘office.’” 

Then the questions moved on the house and how 

many bedrooms did we have. “Do they count as 

bedrooms if you use them as an office?” Yes of 

course they did! 

What is the main form of heating for the house, 

gas, electricity, oil or wood?  

How warm do you keep your house in winter?  

Brrrr…. needless to say the ‘below 14 degrees C’ 

box didn’t get my tick. How many people around 

here live in igloos? 

Then the questions went on to the usual things 

like, Have you got energy-saving light bulbs, loft /

cavity insulation, double glazing, solar heated 

water? (Not sure how effective solar heated 

water would be in ‘sunny’ Cambridge. Chilly 

showers to go along with the heating set at 14 

degree sounds like a recipe for hypothermia to 

me!) 

Next one…Do you recycle/compost food waste, 

tin cans, glass, paper, plastic? (I’m OK on that 

one thankfully!) 

How often do you wear a garment before 

discarding it, 7, 30, 100 times? Teresa told me 

that the average was 7 times. I was amazed. 

Some of my tee shirts and jumpers might be 

nearer to having had 300 washes! (I know… 

They look like it!) She went on to tell me all sorts 

of facts about the fashion industry but I must 

admit I was getting rather impatient with all the 

testing by then and suggested we calculate our 

scores.  

I was amazed that I came out at the 80% needed 

to get to the level that the government wanted 

this year which I was pleased about. Teresa’s 

score was much lower (of course!). It was 

sobering to find that both of us were well above 

the world average though. These are indeed 

‘testing times’ for a great number of people 

globally. 

Anyway, I couldn’t resist asking about what was 

in the raised beds especially the one with pretty 

pink flowers that seemed very popular with the 

bees. “That’s buckwheat,” she said, “We are 

trying to grow our own grains this year.” There 

was also Amaranth growing about two metres 

high with striking colourful red, pink and yellow 

flowers and Sussex flax with beautiful blue 

flowers and quinoa which she said was an 

alternative to rice. “We’ll harvest all the seeds 

when they are ready,” she said. If the cockerel 
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Dispensing Chemist 
N.K. Jank 

32a Eltisley Ave, Tel. 322473 

8.30 - 18.00 Monday to Friday 

8.30 - 13.00 Saturday 

Closed 13.00 - 14.00 Mon & Thurs 

Aromatherapy oils, health and skin care, 
healthfood, gifts wrapped with style 

 COUSINS BUTCHERS & DELI 

36 Grantchester Street; Tel (01223) 35 28 56 
www.CambridgeButchers.com  

Locally-sourced top quality meats. 
Fresh seasonal fruits and vegetables. 

Award-winning pies and sausages.  
     Everything you need for your Sunday roast...                             

a quick lunch 'out'... or a nice dinner 'in'...  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

40 Grantchester Road, Newnham, Cambridge 

01223 503634 lathambuilders.com 07528 772899 

To Make You Smile 

The Printer's Prayer 

My husband as a former University Printer at 

Cambridge University Press (although he 

never actually had to "turn the handle" himself) 

was amused to find this poem on the back of a 

printer's visiting card. 

May it serve as an encouragement to Chris 

and Barbara Wright, our own printers of 

"Seek", when their turn comes to reach the 

Pearly Gate! 

Tina Wilson 

 

A printer stood by the Pearly Gate; 

His face was wan and old.  

Meekly he asked St Peter 

For admission to the fold. 

“What have you done,” St Peter asked, 

“To seek admission here?” 

“I ran a printing plant on earth 

For many, many a year.” 

The Gates swung sharply open  

As St Peter touched the bell. 

“Come in,” he said, “and take a harp. 

You’ve had enough of Hell.” 

didn’t get there first I thought. He already had his beady 

eye on the beds! “Then we’ll thresh the grain by beating 

on a sheet of tarpaulin and winnow it by pouring from 

container to container in front of a fan to remove the 

chaff then grind it in a pestle and mortar to make flour 

to bake some bread.” Wow! 

When I got home and told my husband about the 

afternoon and Teresa’s grain growing and that we 

didn’t have anything as spectacular in our garden he 

said, “Rubbish. 

How about your 

loofahs? Come 

and look at 

them.” “They are 

amazing! The 

biggest is 36 cm 

long and 19cm 

in diameter. 

Anyway, do you 

really want all 

that palaver just 

to make maybe 

two loaves of 

bread. What’s 

wrong with the 

local bakery?” 

So, whatever 

your ‘harvest’ is, even if it’s just a few herbs, let’s give 

thanks for this wonderfully productive planet of ours 

and remember that Harvest Festival is all about sharing 

resources. How about picking a few herbs or flowers 

from the garden and putting them in a jam jar with 

water, tying a ribbon around it and taking it around to a 

friend or relative? If it’s Teresa you might get a small jar 

of grains in return. 

Happy Harvest Festival 

Rosemary (Ley) 

http://www.CambridgeButchers.com
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Prayers for Harvest Festival 

Creator God, 

from the moment your spirit 

hovered over the waters of this earth 

we were part of a vision 

held lovingly within your heart. 

From the moment you spoke 

and separated darkness from light 

you created space 

where we might one day walk. 

From the moment your joy 

spilled out into green and living things 

your beauty was revealed 

for us to taste and see. 

Creator God, 

for this world, 

beauty and majesty, 

passion and artistry, 

a green and pleasant place, 

we praise your mighty name. 

Thanksgiving 

For each new morning with its light, 

For rest and shelter of the night, 

For health and food, 

For love and friends, 

For everything Thy goodness 

sends. 

Ralph Waldo Emerson 

We give you thanks, most gracious God, 
for the beauty of earth and sky and sea; 
for the richness of mountains, plains, and rivers; 
for the songs of birds and the loveliness of flowers. 
We praise you for these good gifts, 
and pray that we may safeguard them for our 
posterity. 
Grant that we may continue to grow 
in our grateful enjoyment of your abundant 
creation, 
to the honour and glory of your Name, now and for 
ever. Amen. 

Book of Common Prayer/Book of Divine Worship 

 

 

 

 

 

ALMIGHTY Father, who hast watered our fields 
with the dew of heaven, and poured out upon us 
the former and the latter rain, according to our 
need, and hast reserved unto us the appointed 
weeks of the harvest: We bless and praise thee 
that, in love to thy children, thou hast at this 
season bestowed upon us such an abundant supply 
for all our necessities. Grant that we may never be 
destitute of those better gifts which nourish and 
enrich the soul. Pour down, we beseech thee, upon 
us thy heavenly grace, and endue us with the gifts 
of thy Holy Spirit, that we may bring forth 
abundant fruits to thy glory; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 

Book of Common Prayer 

 

 

Almighty and gracious Father, we give you thanks 

for the fruits of the earth in their season and for the 

labours of those who harvest them. 

Make us, we pray, faithful stewards of your great 

bounty, for the provision of our necessities and the 

relief of all who are in need, 

to the glory of your Name; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and for ever. Amen. 

Book of Common Prayer/Book of Divine Worship 
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La Maison du Steak 

125 Hills Road 
Cambridge, CB2 1PG  

01223 324258 

info@lamaisondusteak.co.uk 

We are more than just a Steak House. Come and discover us!   

Newnham Post Office 

Delicatessen/Newsagent 

Jean and Neera 

01223 354391 
Off licence, Provisions, Cakes/Biscuits, 

Cheese Counter, Luxury Ice Cream 

8.00am - 8.00pm daily 

Sunday 8.00am - 4.00pm 

THE DERBY STORES 

 

Services at St Mark’s Church, Newnham in October 

Communion (BCP) at 8.00 am every Sunday 

9.30 am 

3rd October          Harvest Festival   

10th October         Morning Worship (livestreamed, contact Rachel             

                Rosborough for the Zoom link) 

17th October         Communion   

24th October         Communion 

31st October         Joint Communion Service with Grantchester.                            

                On the eve of COP26 (UN Climate Change Conference) we will    

                hear  from Professor Bob White and pray for the conference. 

6.00 pm 

3rd October          Zoom  Evening Worship  

 

Tuesdays 

Communion (BCP) every Tuesday at 11.00 am  

5th October  at 3.30 pm  Messy Church (See page 4)   

Regular Groups 

Home Group with Bible Study : Alternate Mondays 10.00 am to 11.30 am 

Contact Sue Wagner 563435. 

Bible Study Tuesdays at 7.30 pm  

Contact Andrew and Angela Watts 353488. 

St Mark’s Choir meets on the first and third  Fridays of the month from 6.00 pm 

to 7.00 pm in the Community Centre in term time.  

Go to page 8 for further details.  


