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The Vicar’s Letter 

It always feels as if this 
term, September through 
to the end of the year, is 
the term of the ‘big’ 
events in the life of the 
church. We have already, 
at St Mark’s, celebrated 
Creationtide and Harvest 
and as we move into 
November, we will mark 
Remembrance Sunday 
and then, on the last 

Sunday of the month - can you believe it? - Advent 
begins! Before we know it, it will be Christmas. It is 
a time of year I love as I value the importance of 
marking significant events and celebrating 
festivals. In addition, we often find our churches 
feeling quite full and busy at these times of year – 
who knows what this will feel like this year? Last 
year those big gatherings were very restricted and 
became small, intimate (albeit socially distanced) 
events, many of which we enjoyed on screen from 
our own homes.  

We have celebrated Harvest already with both a 
service and a lunch. Messy Church has also 
started up once again, now on the first Tuesday of 
each month in church. And soon we will mark 
Remembrance Sunday, again an occasion to 
gather if we can, this time in solemn gratitude for 
those who have served, and those who continue to 
serve, in our armed forces, and to pray for peace. 
Please join us at St Mark’s on the 14th November 
for a service in church at 10.00 am, followed by an 
Act of Remembrance on the grass in front of the 
church, near our newly cleaned war memorial. We 
are hoping that members of our uniformed 

organisations will join us, with others, for the 
outside Act of Remembrance from 10.45 am so 
please came along. 

And of course, dare I say it, Christmas is not too 
far away and all sorts of things will be going on in 
the life of our villages and churches, starting on the 
28th November, Advent Sunday. That evening we 
will hold an Advent Carol Service for members of 
Wolfson College but all are welcome. Please look 
out for publicity in the coming weeks and join in 
with the celebrations of Advent and Christmas. 

But at the same time as these ‘big’ events, I would 
like to take the chance to invite you to church at 
other times. St Mark’s has two services in church 
each Sunday, as well as a Tuesday morning 
service each week, and a monthly Zoom service. 
In addition, the church building is open every day 
for a quiet moment or a pause for prayer. You are 
welcome whatever your background or age. So 
this term, why not give church a try, or try a service 
or meeting you have never been to before. We 
would love to see you. 

 

 

 

 

 

The Revd Rachel Rosborough 

rachelrosborough@hotmail.com  

Red, Green, Blue 

No - our traffic lights are not being changed. These 
are the three common colours of the milk bottle 
tops which I have been collecting, and to which 
you all have been contributing to, over a good 
many years. The great news is that I am still 
collecting them and taking them down to 
Chichester (where my mother lives). This helps 
provide funds, via the sale of the tops, for the 
Chestnut Tree House which is a children's care 

hospice in West Sussex.  

Not only does the saving of 
tops help raise money for sick 
children, it also stops more 
plastic going into landfill. So, let 
the train down to Chichester 
take the strain and help the 
environment at the same time.  

The tin in the Narthex is open for deliveries or 
please drop them off at my house (no. 11 Eltisley 
Avenue) at any time.  

Thank you so much. 

Nigel Porter 

Christmas Social Events 

This Christmas there will be two social events 

and we hope you will feel able to come to one 

or other of them. 

There will be-  

a Christmas Lunch on Sunday 5th December 

at 12.30pm  

and a Christmas Tea Party on Sunday 12th 

December at 3.00 pm.   

We will be limiting numbers at each event to 30 

people. 

There will be sign up lists in church as in the 

past. We hope to see you there. 
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Seeking Experienced Tutors to join 
our growing team 

Visit our website to apply 

www.tutordoctor.co.uk/cambridge 

01223 430432 

PAUL WALDMANN 

Designs in Wood 

41 Norfolk Street 
paulwaldmann169@gmail.com 

01223 314001    07740 167055 

Cabinet making 

Furniture restoration 

Interior woodwork 

(fitted cupboards, bookcases, etc.) 

www.paulwaldmanndesign.co.uk 

C.S. MARTIN 

PAINTING & DECORATING 
For a complete and reliable interior 

and exterior decorating service 

Free estimates and advice 

Over 25 years experience 

Please contact Chris on 01223 
233613 or 07778338437 

cs.martin@ntlworld.com 

Our New Ordinands 

Alan Gault 

Hi, My name is Alan and I am in my third and final 

year at Ridley Hall. I am studying for a post-

graduate diploma having completed the BTh 

through Trinity Hall in my first two years.  

I grew up in a small town outside Belfast before 

moving to East London in 2012. Before training for 

ordination I was a youth worker. I've worked for 

churches in Northern Ireland, Tower Hamlets and 

Swiss Cottage in London as well as working for 

Youth For Christ Northern Ireland.  

I am married to Beth, 

who is a journalist, and 

we have a four year old 

daughter called Ruby 

and a rescue dog 

named Mally. We are 

currently living on the 

edge of Barnwell and 

Fen Ditton.  

I love most sports, 

support Manchester 

United (and Carrick 

Rangers) and also 

really enjoy cooking. In the last few months I’ve got 

back into running (I ran cross country at school). 

Alan 

Ben Vertannes 

Hello to you all and thank you for hosting me on 

placement at St Mark’s this year. I am about to 

start my third and final year of training at Westcott 

House, where I live with my wife Tash (a Classics 

teacher) as well as our daughters Theia (2) and 

Callie (who, at the time of writing, is just 5 weeks 

old!) 

I grew up in Surrey and Lincolnshire before moving 

to Cambridge in 2005 to study for a degree in 

History at Downing College. I left in 2013 after 

finishing a Master's and PhD in medieval history. In 

a sharp turn of direction, I became a secondary 

school Maths teacher and worked in two South 

London schools over six years. I was also a part-

time football referee with plenty of embarrassing 

anecdotes to share from that time! 

It is good to be alongside you this year as more 

onsite activities once again become possible. I 

have already enjoyed my first experience of Messy 

Church and I hope to have more opportunities to 

learn from our young people over the next nine 

months. 

I am really looking forward to meeting as many of 

you as possible. Tash and I would be grateful if you 

could keep us in your prayers, as we will keep you 

and the parish in ours. 

Ben 

We are delighted to welcome Ben Vertannes and Alan Gault who join Josh Richards as ordinands at St 

Mark’s this term. Josh has already written about himself in the June issue of Seek and Alan and Ben have 

kindly agreed to do so this month. 

mailto:paulwaldmann169@gmail.com
http://www.paulwaldmanndesign.co.uk/
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Beginners 

PIANO TUITION  
in your own home 

  

Tel: 07834 420739 

maureen.pritchett@gmail.com 

Registered with Ofsted 

Scotty’s Little Soldiers : Charity of  the Month 

 Once a year in November the whole world comes 

together to remember our fallen heroes. 

However, for families who have experienced the 

death of a loved one who served in the Armed 

Forces, Remembrance is every day.    

Scotty’s Little Soldiers is a charity dedicated to 

supporting bereaved British Forces 

children and young people (0 to 25 years). Army 

widow Nikki Scott, set up the charity in 2010 after 

her husband, Corporal Lee Scott, was killed in 

action in Afghanistan in 2009, leaving behind two 

young children - Kai was five and Brooke was just 

seven months.     

The charity is currently providing assistance to hundreds 

of bereaved Forces children and young people 

around the UK and services offered include 

guidance to parents and carers, access to 

professional child bereavement support, personal 

education and learning assistance (including 

grants) and fun activities such as holiday respite 

breaks and group events. These are all designed 

to remind the children and young people 

supported by Scotty’s that they are not alone.    

Ahead of Remembrance, all Scotty members are 

sent a voucher so they can go out for a meal with 

their family and take time to remember their hero. 

It helps the young people know that their parent 

hasn’t been forgotten, and that they have a 

supportive community around them.  

This year, Scotty’s is taking a group of 85 to 

London to march past the Cenotaph on 

Remembrance Sunday, in honour of their heroes. 

They will be recognisable in yellow and black 

scarves (the Scotty colours), so please look out for 

them if you watch Remembrance coverage. 

To find out more about Scotty’s Little Soldiers, 

please go to www.scottyslittlesoldiers.co.uk . 

Miles Elliott 

http://www.scottyslittlesoldiers.co.uk/
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Experiences of  a Refugee Support Volunteer 

A long-term friend living in the North of England 

has, at my suggestion, written an article on his 

experiences over the last year as a refugee 

support volunteer. This is described below and for 

possibly obvious reasons he prefers the actual 

Local Authority not  to be identified. 

Chris Wagner 

Some three years ago I joined an organisation 

which supports refugees arriving in the UK under a 

government resettlement scheme designed to 

provide a new start to people who have been 

forced to flee their homes in consequence of 

conflict, violence and persecution; those who have 

not left their countries out of choice. Some have 

journeyed through multiple countries over a period 

of years ending up in camps in countries such as 

Egypt, Iraq and Lebanon where they have been 

supported by the United Nations High Commission 

for Refugees (UNHCR).  

The arrival of refugees in our community was and 

still is dependent on the local authority being able 

to offer accommodation and the immediate 

environment being assessed a safe space for them 

to live in. The local authority arranges such things 

as bank accounts, medical and dental registrations 

and schooling where children are concerned. 

Financial arrangements are much the same as for 

UK nationals whether in work or not.  

The local authority maintains close contact with the 

refugees for at least the first 12 months but 

inevitably they cannot meet every need such as 

how to use rail or bus services or, for Muslims, 

where to obtain their food requirements. This is 

where the local volunteer organisation steps in. 

The aim is to provide each refugee, man or 

woman, with a support person or mentor to whom 

they can turn for advice and who will help them get 

to know the area and integrate into the community. 

This support has included providing second-hand 

bicycles, computers and even furniture, all of which 

has been sourced from people who no longer need 

the equipment.  

The language capability of the refugees has varied 

from nil to fully competent so classes have been 

arranged by the local authority for those in need. 

Initially interpreters were made available for face to 

face meetings or, in the case of hospital visits 

interpreter services have been available over the 

phone so that the patient can understand 

questions and, through the interpreter on the end 

of the line, provide clear information back to the 

medic.  

For my part, I work with a refugee from Sudan as I 

have had experience working in that country and a 

slender but rusty knowledge of Arabic; that said, 

most of our initial conversations were carried out 

using “Google translate” which allows one to speak 

into a Smart phone and get a verbal and text 

translation back - but beware, like Chinese 

whispers, what comes out of the phone may be 

inadequate. 

So, how was it for this little family – the husband 

from Sudan, his wife from Ethiopia, one little boy of 

six and a baby girl born during their first year in 

UK? We soon got used to each other and had 

many a laugh over mistranslations. Their common 

tongue was Arabic but their little boy soon began 

coming home from school and involuntarily using 

English phrases picked up in the playground. The 

little child, now two years old is daddy’s girl and a 

delight to see. 

Occasionally we have walked out into the 

countryside together and he has marvelled at the 

differences between his country of origin and ours, 

then emailed pictures to his friends elsewhere. 

Whenever I visit their house, food and drink is 

prepared and laid out in front of me whether or not 

I have just eaten at home – it would be rude to 

refuse so sometimes I have had two meals in quick 

succession. Occasionally picnic meetings have 

LOCAL HANDYMAN 

Andy Beeton 

• General gardening and house maintenance 

• Small painting jobs or repairs 

• Also professional plasterer 

Free Estimates 

07800 871738 

andrew.beeton48@gmail.com 

 
Garage Services : GP Motors 

Newnham Service Centre 
Eltisley Avenue 
Cambridge CB3 9JQ 
Tel: 01223 355574 

www.gp-cars.com 
e-mail: enquiries@gp-cars.com 
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A caring and professional service at all times  
Richard Stebbings Ltd  

Funeral Service  
Kendal House, Cambridge Road,  

Impington, Cambridge CB24 9YS  

Tel: 01223 232309                   

Fax: 01223 232319               
Member of the British Institute of Funeral 

Directors 

• Independent family business  

• Personal 24 hour service  

• Private Chapel of Rest  

• Pre-payment funeral plans  

• Monumental masonry  

• Floral Tributes 

Domenic 
The Gentlemen’s Hairdresser 

45 Newnham Road 

9.00 - 5.30 Tuesday - Friday 

  8.30 - 4.30  Saturday 

Appointments or ‘drop in’ 

Cambridge 309750      

JM CARPENTRY 
Carpentry · Building · Property Maintenance 

01223 515880 / 07932 788801 

10 Selwyn Road, CB3 9EB 

Domestic & Commercial Carpentry Services 

Kitchens, Roofing, New Builds, Joinery 

Works, Windows, Doors 

CHIROPODIST & PODIATRIST 

BEECHWOOD PRACTICE 

41 HILLS ROAD 

Celia Kenney, B.Sc. (Hons) Podiatry, 

M.Ch.S, S.R.Ch. 

Available for home appointments 

 01223 315541  07939 227195 

been arranged for one and all in a park nearby and 

on such occasions the refugee families have 

brought quantities of delicious food to share. 

Of course, not everything runs smoothly – this is 

very much a trial and error situation so I have taken 

part in occasional meetings arranged by the local 

authority with all interested parties; social worker, 

doctor, school teacher etc. to review progress and 

assess any additional actions.  

Covid lockdown was and remains a big issue. At 

the start, written translations of the essential 

information were provided to the families in Arabic 

or such other language as necessary. For about 12 

months contact was largely limited to zoom calls – 

what a saving that was. Fortunately before that 

occurred a couple of the menfolk had managed to 

secure jobs and work was underway to find work 

for at least one other. Here my input involved 

teasing out my friend’s prior job skills and then 

writing a CV and introductory letter for him to tout 

around when he felt his language capability was 

adequate as he arrived with no English.  

Over the last three years there have been many 

different issues to deal with hospital visits, new 

babies, house moves, children’s schooling. We 

know how difficult this period has been for many 

British citizens and it must be so much more 

difficult when you are far from your country of origin 

and other family members but throughout this my 

little family has frequently expressed their view that 

this is a good place to live and I hope this will 

continue to be the case as they grow into our 

community. 

The December Issue of  SEEK 
Please send  your contributions by Sunday 17th October to Jane Plows at 

janemp@virginmedia.com (350120) or contact any member of the 

committee. 
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A Cambridge War Memorial with a Difference 

Last month I wrote about the Newnham War 

Memorial after its restoration. This led me to think 

about the much grander and more impressive 

Cambridge War Memorial at the corner of Hills 

Road and Station Road. Many people will 

remember it placed on a traffic island in the 

middle of a very busy junction but its present 

position since 2012 outside Botanic House feels a 

much more sensible and appropriate spot. 

When I first came to Cambridge the figure of a 

young soldier cast in bronze on a high stone plinth 

puzzled me. Why was he not striding out towards 

the station full of excitement and anticipation? 

Was the memorial in the wrong position? And 

why, instead of a sombre statue as is usually the 

case, is this one seemingly so jolly? It was so 

difficult to get up close to it that for many years it 

was just an unsolved mystery. 

It was an article in the Cambridge News that 

answered my questions. The statue is called ‘The 

Homecoming' and represents a returning soldier 

looking back down Station Road from where he 

would have left years before. He is one of the 

lucky ones coming home fit in body and mind and 

striding towards the city with his future before him. 

This memorial was the third of three initiatives put 

forward after the 1st World War by a Committee of 

the great and good of Cambridgeshire to 

remember the fallen. A collection of £6000 was 

raised to build a Nurse's Home at the old 

Addenbrookes Hospital and a Roll of Honour on 

oak panels with the names of the 6000 casualties 

of the war was placed in Ely Cathedral. A 

monument in Cambridge was the third suggestion 

but fundraising was slow because the Colleges 

wanted their own individual memorials as did each 

community, such as Newnham. Eventually it was 

decided to have a memorial away from the city 

centre near the station, though Parker's Piece had 

also been suggested. 

A Canadian sculptor, Robert Tait McKenzie, was 

commissioned and he chose to model the figure 

on a private soldier, in full kit, striding along 

bareheaded, helmet in hand, a German helmet as 

a war trophy on his back partly concealed by a 

laurel wreath, flung over the rifle barrel. In his 

hand he holds a rose, another rose has fallen to 

the ground. These were presumably thrown to him 

by grateful citizens. The head was based on that 

of a Christ's college graduate, Kenneth Hamilton 

and he turns to look back towards the station from 

where he left for the war. 

The date for the unveiling was fixed for July 3rd 

1922 and the Duke of York, later George V1, was 

invited to the event. The brief ceremony was 

attended by thousands of people, with crowds of 

children, members of the Cambridgeshire 

Regiment, the British Legion, the Lord Lieutenant, 

the Mayor and the Vice Chancellor of the 

University. However, what most people did not 

know was that the statue was not the bronze one 

they had ordered. The sculptor was taking his 

time to finish his design and when the mould was 

finally ready to be shipped to England there were 

further delays and the bronze could not be cast in 

time. So the committee decided on subterfuge 

and a plaster cast of the statue was erected and 

painted bronze. Apparently nobody noticed and 

10 days later at 4.00 am Mr Kett and 10 men took 

down the plaster cast and erected the correct 

bronze statue we see today. No photograph of 

this occurrence is known to exist but a newspaper 

reporter was on the scene and described the 

event in the paper the following day. 

Perhaps my queries about this very unusual 

memorial are answered by knowing that the 

sculptor was Canadian and was not familiar 

therefore with the usual sombre bearing of 

soldiers represented on most British memorials. 

He wished his soldier to be more positive and 

thankful that he had survived the appalling conflict 

and was striding forward to his future life. 

Sue Wagner 
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Extra sockets to full re-wires 

Inspections & Testing 

Part P registered 

Call for free friendly advice 

01223 521882  07830 349199 

info@ds-electricalservice.co.uk 

Putting your eggs in one (laundry) basket 

The door bell rang. It was my friend Teresa Green 

who exclaimed “I’ve got an egg for you!”  “Well, do 

come in.” I said, “We’ll have to go into the kitchen 

as there is a Zoom 

meeting going on in 

the dining room.” I 

brewed up a pot of 

herbal tea for us and 

we sat down at the 

table. “Tell me more 

about this egg?” I 

asked, “That cockerel 

of yours never ceases 

to amaze me!” “It’s not HIS egg, silly. It’s an 

EcoEgg. You put it in the washing machine. It’s full 

of little balls which clean and freshen up your 

clothes. It does 70 washes then you refill it.”  

“OK, I’ll give it a try. Thank you.” I replied. 

At this point she produced her iPad… Oh dear, not 

another of her carbon footprint quizzes I hope! 

“Talking of laundry, have you read this article about 

not washing things so much in order to save 

water?” she said. “The writer suggests we all wash 

clothes and bed linen too much. Her children are 

only allowed 20 articles of clothing (apart from 

underwear) to be washed per week.  

“How about all their sports wear?” I asked, 

“Anyway I am always having to change my tee 

shirts as I seem to manage to get food/toothpaste 

down the front of them all the time”. “Well, you 

could use an apron, you know.” she told me. “That 

would need to be washed too!” I replied petulantly. 

“OK” she said, “How about a pelican bib that they 

put on babies when they are feeding them? I know 

it’s made of plastic but it sounds like it won’t be 

‘single use’!” 

We had a chuckle about that, then I told her about 

an article I had read about keeping the house clean 

and free of smells by using these new-fangled 

things called ‘windows’. You open them up and all 

this fresh air comes in and what’s more…. it’s 

FREE! More laughing, then I suddenly 

remembered the Zoom meeting so Teresa decided 

it was time to go and air out her house too. 

Some while afterwards my husband emerged from 

the dining room looking in dire need of a cup of 

coffee. “You and Teresa seemed to be having fun 

this morning!” Oh dear! Too much noise, I thought. 

Then he said, “Why is the washing machine 

making that clonking noise?” “Teresa gave me an 

EcoEgg to replace washing powder/liquid.” “Well I 

hope it isn’t going to bring us out in a rash like that 

other ‘liquid refill’ we had.” Mmm - better get some 

more ‘Fairy Sensitive’ then. Having said that, the 

EcoEgg did a great job on the towels. They actually 

didn’t come out like wet cardboard for a change. It 

was a windy day so they dried on the washing line 

and were beautifully soft and fluffy too. 

I don’t know about you, but I sometimes I don’t find 

being Eco very easy. I am not the only one either. 

When the wind doesn’t blow the turbines don’t 

produce enough electricity so we are reliant on 

other sources of energy to make electricity like 

natural gas (now more expensive!) or nuclear 

energy. There has been talk of ‘mini’ nuclear 

reactors which I guess are like the ones in 

submarines. By the way, did you watch Vigil on 

TV? OK, sorry to put the wind up you! 

I guess it is a matter of balancing things and not 

putting all our eggs in one basket…. or washing 

machine for that matter. Hopefully the 26th UN 

Climate Change Conference (COP26) talks will 

result in some innovative ideas and practical 

guidance. Perhaps the nations will come together 

to make realistic commitments at last. Wouldn’t that 

be great? 

Anyway, in the meantime let’s all keep trying to do 

our bit shall we? Take care of yourself …and the 

planet. 

Best wishes as always, 

Rosemary Ley 

mailto:info@ds-electricalservice.co.uk
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C & C BLINDS 
SPECIALISTS IN BLINDS 

ANY SIZE   ANY COLOUR 

FREE ESTIMATES 

01223 211171  07761 262070 

Vertical Blinds, Roller Blinds,          

Venetian Blinds, Wooden Blinds,     

Roman Blinds, Pleated Blinds, Repairs 

Carpet Cleaning &  
Stone Floor, Upholstery, Rugs 

In business since 1993 

01223 832 928       
www.Rothwells.biz 

We’re an honest local family firm. 
Our large truck mounted machines mean more cleaning & drying power for the 

best results possible. 100% satisfaction or it’s FREE. 
Call Oliver and Max Campbell for expert help today. 

Eric Heath 
We are sad to record in this month’s issue of Seek 
the death of Eric Heath on the 24th September. He 
was such a familiar figure to us all and maintained 
an active role at St Mark’s as our Sexton until 2014. 
We will miss him and are pleased to reproduce 
parts of his daughter Sue’s tribute to him as well as 
a few memories from his brother-in-law, which, 
incidentally give us a wonderful glimpse of 20th 
Century Newnham. 

Eric came from a line of families, Newnham born 
and bred, with many aunts and uncles who lived in 
and around Selwyn Road and Grantchester Road. 
They were christened at St Mark’s, married at St 
Marks, and had their funerals at St Mark’s. They all 
sang loudly in church on Sunday, liked get-
togethers and helped each other and their 
neighbours in times of happiness and trouble. 
Eric’s grandfather, Jack Coteman, farmed L Piece, 
a smallholding off Grantchester Rd, and also had a 
market garden, which was where St Mark’s Court is 
now. As a boy, Eric used to sit beside him as he 
drove his horse and cart to the market to sell his 
produce. Blanche, Eric’s mother, took in university 
students as lodgers. As a child Eric was a choirboy 
at St Mark’s, but sometimes didn’t go, spending the 
coin he was given on sweets! However, he was 
there at St Mark’s when the start of WW2 was 
announced. Like his beloved brother, Doug, he 
joined the Navy towards the end of the war and 
looked rather dashing in his uniform!  

At 14, Eric became a telegram boy at the Guildhall, 
but his education was good – he attended The 
Central School on Parkside (he had passed the 
examination to go to the County High School, but 
for some reason didn’t go). Later, he sat tests for 
the Great Ouse River Board where he worked his 
way up, and towards the end of his career he 
helped to set up Grafham Water. After retirement, 
Eric was an assistant groundsman at St 
Catherine’s. Along with his brother, Doug, he took 
on his uncle Jack Coteman’s old chicken farm at 
the back of Fulbrooke Road and turned it from 
brambles to a well-kept orchard fronting extensive 
vegetable beds, a chicken run and sheds – these 
included ‘The office’ where they sorted their 
produce and spent time together.  

Both brothers, when first married, joined a self-build 

and built the first houses in Arbury at the end of 

their regular working day. Eric, and wife Sheila, 

moved into one of the homes he helped to build. 

However, in the 1960s, Eric took a risk in 

purchasing some land in Newnham, which 

overlooked St Catherine’s Playing Fields – a 

stone’s throw from where he was born. He worked 

hard at turning a dilapidated donkey shed into the 

idyllic ‘Innisfree’, the family home where he lived for 

over 60 years and he would proudly declare it the 

best spot in Cambridge!  

Eric was secretary, then president of Newnham 

Social Club, previously Newnham Institute. The 

Institute was registered as a friendly society and 

post WW2 it was, to all intents and purposes, a 

working man’s club. Its main activities were 

billiards, snooker, darts and cards supported by a 

small bar where a glass of ale could be purchased. 

During the 1970s, the club, now supported by both 

men and women, enjoyed a surge of interest in 

snooker, and Eric organised numerous snooker 

events. Club members got to play snooker with the 

elite players of the day such as Hurricane Higgins 

and Terry Griffiths. Eric also organised seaside 

outings for the elderly and devised a version of 

“The Weakest Link” quiz show, which he hosted as 

Stan Nightingale! More prestigiously, Eric entered a 

Cambridge based competition and was one of the 

winners of the Senior Citizens Talent Show where 

he sang as Frank Sinatra.  

Sue 

He was a very striking guy, handsome, dashing 

and athletic and very good at sports so for me, at 

10, he was like a super-hero. He seemed to play 

every sport - football, cricket, tennis, squash, 

badminton, golf and was good at all of them.  

But most of all I will remember him as a swimmer 

and more particularly as a great diver. I would 

watch as he climbed the diving boards at 

Sheep's Green to the very highest level and then 

execute a most beautiful swallow dive with arms 

out wide and head thrown back, only to emerge on 

the surface, breathing and shaking his head to 

each side to get the wet hair out of his face and 

then swim the crawl to the iron bridge and back - 

majestic, my hero - not Roy of the Rovers, he was 

better, he was Eric my Hero, my Super Hero! 

Johnny 
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Dispensing Chemist 
N.K. Jank 

32a Eltisley Ave, Tel. 322473 

8.30 - 18.00 Monday to Friday 

8.30 - 13.00 Saturday 

Closed 13.00 - 14.00 Mon & Thurs 

Aromatherapy oils, health and skin care, 
healthfood, gifts wrapped with style 

 COUSINS BUTCHERS & DELI 

36 Grantchester Street; Tel (01223) 35 28 56 
www.CambridgeButchers.com  

Locally-sourced top quality meats. 
Fresh seasonal fruits and vegetables. 

Award-winning pies and sausages.  
     Everything you need for your Sunday roast...                             

a quick lunch 'out'... or a nice dinner 'in'...  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

40 Grantchester Road, Newnham, Cambridge 

01223 503634 lathambuilders.com 07528 772899 

To Make You Smile 
We thank Eleanor Jones and Chris Hammond for 

their contributions this month. 

A Long Wait? 

Kentwell Manor sixteenth 

century re-creation participants 

were always encouraged to 

become comfortable in their 

Tudor clothes by wearing them 

out and about before the 

event. 

During the last petrol shortage 

two ‘Tudor’ dressed ladies en 

route to Kentwell were 

standing by their car in a long queue for petrol when 

the driver behind them came up and said ‘if you have 

been waiting this long I don’t think I will bother……’ 

Eleanor Jones 

This comes from Chris’s mother: 

An elderly lady was 

posting a family Bible to 

her brother in another 

part of the country.  

At the Post Office the 

clerk shook the package 

and asked "is 

there anything breakable 

in here?" 

Solemnly she replied "only the Ten 

Commandments". 

Around and About 

Many congratulations to Millington Road Nursery 

who have been classed as “Outstanding” by 

Ofsted after their recent 

inspection at the 

beginning of the Autumn 

Term.  

 

Did you admire the Harvest Festival displays of 

flowers and fruit at our service at the beginning of 

October? Did you realise that the beautiful 

arrangements were all done, as an experiment, 

without the ubiquitous floral foam (Oasis) so loved 

by and so useful to flower arrangers? The new 

awareness that floral foam is non-biodegradable, 

non-recyclable and toxic for both humans and 

animals has led the RHS 

to ban it at all their shows 

this year (apparently 

even “biodegradable” 

foam doesn’t entirely 

decompose and can leak 

more toxic compounds 

into water than regular floral foam).  

http://www.CambridgeButchers.com
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St Mark's Church Mission Statement 
To be the people of God in this place and to work to make God more real for our community. 

Prayers for Remembrance Day 

 

God of justice and peace, 

we pray for those who have been injured 

or disabled through war. 

For those who have lost homes 

and security through conflict; 

for those who have lost loved relatives in wars; 

for those who face danger and take risks for peace; 

for all those, especially children, caught up in current conflicts; 

for refugees and all those in need of aid and other help. 

God of encouragement 

and Saviour of the despairing, 

comfort those who remember past sacrifices 

and guide us in building 

a just and peaceful community for all. 

Amen. 

 

           We entrust to you, eternal God, 

           those times when we can see only shadows 

           and lose sight of the hope to come; 

           the times when suffering seems so senseless, 

           life so fragile, war so unstoppable and death so permanent. 

           Bless us with the assurance that you are in all things, 

           the tragic and the beautiful, 

           the nightmare and the dream, 

           the light and the darkness. 

           This we ask in the name of Jesus Christ 

           the peace of the world, today, tomorrow and forever. 

           Amen. 

William Squire (1928-2021) 

William (Bill) Squire, member of the parish since 1988, died peacefully at home in Chaucer Road Cambridge 
on Friday, 14th October, surrounded by his family. He had just celebrated his 93rd birthday. 
 
Bill and Sarah have been part of the St Marks community since they moved to Cambridge in 1988, on their 
return from serving respectively as Ambassador and First Secretary in the Embassy in Tel Aviv.  
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La Maison du Steak 

125 Hills Road 
Cambridge, CB2 1PG  

01223 324258 

info@lamaisondusteak.co.uk 

We are more than just a Steak House. Come and discover us!   

Newnham Post Office 

Delicatessen/Newsagent 

Jean and Neera 

01223 354391 
Off licence, Provisions, Cakes/Biscuits, 

Cheese Counter, Luxury Ice Cream 

8.00am - 8.00pm daily 

Sunday 8.00am - 4.00pm 

THE DERBY STORES 

Regular Groups 

Home Group with Bible Study : Alternate Mondays 10.00 am to 11.30 am 

Contact Sue Wagner 563435. 

Bible Study Tuesdays at 7.30 pm  

Contact Andrew and Angela Watts 353488. 

St Mark’s Choir meets on the first and third  Fridays of the month from 

6.00 pm to 7.00 pm in the Community Centre in term time.  

 

Services at St Mark’s Church, Newnham in November 

Communion (BCP) at 8.00 am every Sunday 

Morning Services 

7th November at 9.30 am     Communion with Junior Church   

14th November at 10.00 am    Remembrance Sunday Service followed at                   

                    10.45 am by an Act of Remembrance at the                  

                    War Memorial 

21st November at 9.30 am      Communion with Junior Church 

28th November at 9.30 am     Communion 

Evening Services 

7th November at 6.00 pm      Zoom Evening Worship  

28th November at 7.00 pm      Wolfson College Advent Carol Service 

 

Tuesdays 

Communion (BCP) every Tuesday at 11.00 am  

2nd November  at 3.30 pm  Messy Church   


