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A Letter from Tom Buchanan
I write on the morning
of Maundy Thursday we have ahead of us
the
darkness
of
Maundy
Thursday
evening, the pain and
despair
of
Good
Friday, the numb inbetween time of Easter Saturday, and the triumph
and the glory of Easter Sunday: four days in which
we experience, with varying degrees of intensity,
our relationship with God.

have prayed and continued to do so. Some of
these actions are small, and may seem
insignificant. But they are not.
Our Easter story, our Easter experience will take
us through all the human emotions and experience
of resolve, courage, abandoned promises,
betrayal,
injustice,
dishonesty,
violence,
humiliation, abandonment, agony, death, fear,
despair, grief, duty, sorrow, disbelief, glory and
love. Through it all runs love. In the little pictures the women going early in the morning to anoint the
body, the pain at the absence of the body, the
running figures, and resurrection, runs the peace
that is the peace of faith. Nobody can really define
faith - we will end up in tautologies and run out of
words. We cannot articulate to its definition, but we
know it for what it is.

These are dark days in our times. We have
become accustomed to living with uncertainty,
unpredictably, strangeness (and an over-use of the
word “unprecedented”). Two years - and counting of Covid seemed more than enough for us to
question where and who we are in the world, how
we interact, how we just “carry on”, what we have
missed and lost, that which we have found does
and does not matter, what this all means for our
Faith. We have regarded friends and neighbours
with suspicion; by a strange reversal, we have
crossed the road away from each other in order to
be good neighbours; and more recently we have
had to learn to walk again together. And then, after
all that, war in Ukraine.

On the Monday of Holy
Week a small group of us
(seven) gathered in the
Chancel at St Mark’s to
say Compline - the office
of Night Prayer. It is a
beautiful service. The
words wash around us - we are in silence as much
as there is speaking. It is dusk, it is growing dark.
We prayed for ourselves and for the world. We
prayed for the Russian soldiers. We prayed for
Peace. And in the stillness, the traffic noise of the
Barton Road fell away, and we all heard it - the
evening song of a bird, just outside the stained
glass windows, gently singing its heart out.

The recent lament that, “God has left Maripoul”
summoned up all the desolation and disbelief in
this dreadful, utterly unjustified, criminal war. When
Rachel said farewell not so many Sundays ago, we
would not have dreamt of this. Yet now it is
“established” news - still shocking, still desperate,
still enraging, but established. What do we do?

Perhaps that is faith, that behind the noise, within
the noise, and above the noise, and whatever the
noise is, we shall hear the bird sing, if we wait
quietly - and patiently.

We have responded. Early in the war a band of
local people gathered on a dark, blustery evening
around the War Memorial in front of the Church.
Bravely led by Alan we held a vigil amongst the
guttering candles that we re-lit when the wind tried
to blow them out. We have given money and time.
Some are giving hospitality, or are trying to. We
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Christ is Risen - He is risen indeed.
Alleluia.
Andrew
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Christian Aid : Charity of the Month
Christian Aid : Charity of The Month for May
Christian Aid Week 15th - 21st May

Christian Aid began at the end of the second world
war, and money was raised to help the many
refugees in Europe fleeing violence and struggling in
destitution. The vision and wish to help came from
following, and was inspired by, Christ’s teaching that
we should love our neighbour and care for those in
need. Christians worked to raise money to enable
help to be given. The work continued and spread to
more than 40 countries in the world. Now in 2022 we
have seen the tragedy of the war in Ukraine, and the
very many refugees and displaced persons fleeing
in fear. Christian Aid is one of the fifteen leading Aid
charities that make up the Disasters Emergency
Committee. You may yourself have given to the
appeal to help refugees from Ukraine and to
alleviate the fear and suffering in the area. This is
one example of the work that Christian Aid does in
starting to –

The rise in temperatures associated with Climate
Change has caused crop failures in many countries,
as for example in Nigeria, and there are many
parents who know their children will be going to bed
hungry. But by obtaining and using drought resistant
strains of grains, and with the help of focused
irrigation methods, yields can be improved and
people fed. The funding needed for such projects is
not great, and can –

- Turn Fear into Hope

- Turn Hunger into Hope

The need continues, both in Ukraine and in the other
areas of conflict in the world.

These are just a few of the ways in which Christian
Aid is helping the people most in need as they are
confronted with these crises. And it is why Christian
Aid is urgently in need of further funding. Please
help and give as generously as you can.

Also, the further effects of the war can be felt in
many other countries. Egypt is the world’s greatest
wheat importer, and it imports mainly from Ukraine.
It is unlikely there will be much of a crop and harvest
this year, because of the destruction and
devastation caused by the war. In Egypt already the
state subsidizes the cost of a loaf of bread and
many depend on this for their food. They fear
hunger will become widespread as bread becomes
scarce.

There will be no envelopes delivered, and no houseto-house collection, for Christian Aid Week this year,
but the church has kindly put Christian Aid as the
Charity of the Month for May. Please donate to St
Mark’s, for the Charity of the Month, as in other
months, along with a note to the treasurer
(treasurer@stmarksnewnham.org) to say that the
donation is for Christian Aid; and please ask for Gift
Aid to be claimed, if that is possible for you.

The tragedy in Ukraine, with all its repercussions, is
happening while we are still in a global pandemic
with COVID, as well as being confronted with the
reality of Climate Change.

With grateful thanks
Susan Chester

3

Around and About
Churchwarden

Rachel for all she invested in my fellow ordinands
and me this year”.

Do make a note of the date of the Annual Parochial
Church Meeting. The details are on page 3 and
remember that it will be followed by a Bring and
Share Lunch. There will lots of “thank yous” said
that day but we would like to include this tribute
written by Nigel Porter here.

Josh says, “Freya and I will be both ordained on
Saturday 2nd July in St Paul’s Cathedral to serve as
curates at St Mary’s, Islington. Please pray for us
and James Hughesdon, who will be our training
incumbent. We are looking forward to getting to
know St Mary's and Islington and are really grateful
for our time at St Mark's and Grantchester”.

“At the APCM on May 15th Hilary Murray will
officially stand down as Churchwarden after her
three-year term of office. This was her second stint
as Churchwarden and what a three years it has
been, challenging for our church community and for
each of us personally! However she, together with
Eleanor Scott-Toye first and now Rosie Gardiner
and, of course, Rachel, has looked after us, keeping
us going as a church community and keeping us
safe during the last two very difficult years.

Readers will remember that Freya (Bradley), Josh’s
wife, was one of our ordinands last year. She led
our prayers and preached memorably at our Zoom
services last year although she was never able to
preach a sermon from our pulpit.
Holy Week and Easter
Throughout Holy Week and Easter we were blessed
with beautiful weather meaning that Good Friday’s
walk to Grantchester and outdoor service there
were bathed in sunshine, as was the lighting of the
Easter Fire on Easter morning. We are grateful to
Louis Morgan who has provided us with this
photographic record of Good Friday’s service.

“Hilary has worked very hard behind the scenes
making sure the church continues as a lively and
caring fellowship and has been very hands-on in all
her duties including the thorny area of safeguarding.
I am sure she will continue to contribute to life of the
church in many ways in the future.
“On a personal note I would like to personally thank
her for all her support during the last two years after
the death of Stuart. Her words of comfort and
wisdom have been of great help to me. I am sure
that you all would like to say a huge thank you to
her for all her hard work and I hope in the near
future we will be able to have a public
opportunity to say thank you and show our
appreciation to Hilary.
“Thank you Hilary”.
Goodbye to our Ordinands
Before Easter Hilary, speaking on behalf of all of us,
bade farewell to our ordinands and thanked them
for the considerable contribution they have made to
the life of our parish over the last year. Alan and
Josh have written to tell us what the future holds for
them.

It was a delight to be able to celebrate Easter in
church again and to see so many people joining in
singing the Hallelujah Chorus at the 9.30 service.
It has been a pleasure to have Louis worshipping
with us in person this Easter whilst he has been
house-sitting for Rachel and Sam.

Alan writes, “I am due to be ordained in July and will
be serving my curacy at St. Luke’s, Blackburn
(Blackburn Diocese) under Revd Jason Gardner. St.
Luke’s is a city centre church plant that began last
summer with a focus on mission towards young
people. I would also love to take the opportunity to
thank everyone at St. Marks for their warmth
towards myself and my family this year, and to

Louis is Director of Library Services at Lee
University, Tennessee but became a good friend to
many of us during Lockdown joining our online
services, breakout groups and discussion groups one of the bonuses of technology.
I was in the same 2020 Lent discussion group and a
recipient of his wonderful generosity. He arranged
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“His smile and his incredible zest for life, changed
mine and so many others.
"Mr Donald Green was one of the most
extraordinary humans I have ever met. He loved
students, and I mean that. Even handing in below
average papers you just knew that he was willing
you on. His effect on Sidney Sussex College, and
especially on all of us who studied Engineering, was
nothing but positive and exhilarating and joyful. He
was all the best a person can be. And all he ever
wanted for anybody else was that they would be the
best that they could be too.
“We loved you Mr Green, all of us did, and we will
carry on doing so. Thank you for everything. You
will be truly missed."
One of Donald’s claims to fame was that he had
appeared on This is Your Life when it featured Carol
Vorderman.
Donald’s funeral will be in St Mark’s at 11.00am on
Thursday 12th May Rather than sending flowers,
the family have suggested that those who would like
to might make a contribution to the RNLI, a charity
which Donald and Jenifer had supported over many
years, and in memory of Donald’s love of sailing.

for every member of our group to receive a packet
of Grasmere gingerbread and a jar of rum butter as
an Easter present.
Donald Green
We extend our sympathy to all Donald’s family who
have lost both their parents within the space of a
year. Donald died on April 4th.

It is good to know that the Community Centre is
returning to normal with an increasing number of
activities taking place again. The drama group,
Bawds, is back rehearsing here. They are preparing
for an open air production of Tom Jones at
Madingley Hall, details of which can be found on
page 14.

Amongst the many tributes paid to Donald is this
from Carol Vorderman on the Sidney Sussex
website. She recalled him interviewing her when, as
a 16 year old, she applied to study Engineering.
"’Hello Miss Vorderman, do come in’. Mr Green said
with his huge smile as he welcomed me into his
study on B staircase for my application interview.

Jane Plows

Beginners

PIANO TUITION
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Going Wild in Newnham

It was one of those lovely sunny days so my friend
Teresa Green and I decided to investigate the
‘wilding’ being carried out on Lammas Land. Large
patches of grass have been cleared and sown with
wild flower seeds. I think that could look very
beautiful but I can’t say I’m sure about the Lammas
Land Lump! It is a mound of tree trunks, branches,
earth and gravel to attract wildlife such as bees and
other pollinators but I fear it may be a tempting spot
for children and dogs to scramble over. Right now it
looks a bit of a mess but you may feel differently.
Hopefully it will soon be a refuge for pollinators and
wild flowers.

seen people ‘wild’ swimming in the river Cam.
What do you think? It would be free!” I went over
and pointed to the water and said, “In THERE! It’s
full of strange critters not to mention cross looking
swans and there might be sewage spills. I have
been reading about that in the news.”
Ever
resilient, Teresa suggested we could go ‘foraging’
for wild garlic instead. “Not in a nature reserve we
can’t, and anyway I’m afraid of picking the wrong
thing. I went picking mushrooms once and now
have a mushroom allergy.”
A few days later I was reading the gardening
section of the newspaper online and came across
an article about wild garlic, Allium ursinum. ‘It
makes wonderful pesto with walnuts, oil and loads
of pepper and you don’t make others wince when
you speak to them afterwards. Wild garlic also has
strong anti-inflammatory properties’. Duly inspired, I
went online and ordered some wild garlic bulbs ‘in
the green’. They came in a pack and looked a little
like snowdrops that had just been dug up. My
husband looked at them and asked if I was sure
that they had come from a reputable source and not
been pulled up by someone making a fast buck.
“They came from a proper nursery!” “Mmm”, he
replied.

We then decided to go for a coffee/herbal tea at
Crofters as it was so nice out. I saw Teresa
studying the disposable cups and so I said, “They
are compostable and we’re supporting the local
economy by buying a drink here.” “I know, I was just
thinking that these cups would be perfect to grow
green beans in.” Whereupon she suggested going
round to the other customers to try to collect more
cups. “Let’s go for a walk instead,” I said hastily
and so we went through Paradise Nature Reserve.
“You’re right, we need more exercise. How do you
fancy going swimming with me?” Teressa
suggested. “Ooh, I’d love to do that. Which
swimming pool do you suggest?” “Well, I have
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Still, we planted them up in a small raised
vegetable bed with some mulch from the compost
heap in a shady ‘woodland-like’ spot. They were
given a good dose of rainwater from one of the
water butts. Within days they had perked up and I
am looking forward to them coming into flower.
Some of the photographs I have seen of swathes
of wild garlic in flower are fabulous. The slugs
don’t seem to be keen on them either which is a
bonus as that has been the problem when we tried
to grow salad crops in that bed.

are getting quite big now and I’ve had to put them
in pots. Plastic but I’ve reused old ones which I’ve
given a bit of a clean-up. I’ve tried growing beans
in the plugs too but without success. However,
those planted in peat-free compost in the
cardboard cups from the coffee shop on Lammas
Land are shooting up like ‘Jack and the Beanstalk’.
Let’s hope all those ‘pollinators’ living on the
Lammas Land Lump will hatch and come to visit
our garden this summer so we get lots of tomatoes
and green beans.

By the way, the coir plugs that I wrote about before
(Remember them? They are compressed pellets
which expand when you add water) have been
great for growing tomatoes seedlings. The plants

Well bye for now. Take good care of yourselves
….and the planet.
Best wishes
Rosemary Ley

Christian Aid Week Service
Sunday 15th May at 6.00pm
All Saints’ Church, 6 High Street, Cottenham, CB24 8SA

There will be a speaker from Christian Aid, and refreshments
will be available afterwards for those who would like to stay.
Please come! All will be welcome!
If you have any queries please contact me.
Susan Chester, 01223 324281

March’s Charity of the Month

The total raised for Caring Together, including attributable Gift Aid,
was just over £930

Many thanks to all those who contributed so generously.
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The Ice Saints
As I eyed the damaged blooms on my lovely
camellia after a particularly cold frosty night recently
I looked ahead longingly to the warm days of May.
Then I remembered an article in The Times which I
had read in May 2019. On the Weather Eye page I
learned about the Ice Saints for the first time. Of
course, what follows is all pure folklore but it is
remarkable how often we have a spell of cold nights
towards the middle of May (so, be warned,
gardeners – we are not safe yet).

Wikipedia informs us that, “The Ice Saints are
St Mamertus (or, in some countries, St Boniface of
Tarsus), St Pancras, and St Servatius. They are so
named because their feast days fall on the days of
May 11th,12th and 13th respectively, known as ‘the
blackthorn winter’ in much European folklore.”
Apparently in parts of the Northern Hemisphere, the
period from the 12th May to the 15th May is
believed to bring a brief spell of colder weather in
many years, including the last nightly frosts of the
spring.

In Poland and the Czech Republic, the Ice Saints
are St Pancras, St Servatius and St Boniface. In
Polish, the trio are known collectively as zimni
ogrodnicy (cold gardeners) and are followed
by zimna Zośka (cold Sophia). In Czech, the three
saints are referred to as ledoví muži (ice men or icy
men) and St Sophia is known as Žofie, ledová žena
(Sophia, the ice woman).

Pupils of Galileo confirmed this weather pattern for
the years of 1655 to 1670 and reported a marked
cold snap over the days of the Ice Saints but in
1902 William Dines, then President of the Royal
Meteorological Society, used modern statistical
techniques to demonstrate that the Ice Saints were
a myth. However, a review of Kew Gardens data
from 1941 to 1969 showed that the 13th May was
usually the warmest day of the month and was,
indeed, followed by a sharp drop in temperature. I
wonder if that will happen this year?

In Sweden, the German legend of the Ice Saints
has resulted in the belief that there are
special järnnätter (iron nights) especially in early
June, which are susceptible to frost. The term
probably arose out of mistranslation of German
sources, where the term "Eismänner" (German for
"ice men") was read as "Eisenmänner" (German for
"iron men") and their nights then termed "iron
nights," which then became shifted from May to
June.

There is a certain lack of consistency. St
Mamertus is counted amongst the Ice Saints only in
certain countries whilst St Boniface belongs to
them in others as well, with his feast day falling on
the 14th May. The feast day of St Sophia,
nicknamed Kalte Sophie (Cold Sophia), on the 15th
May can be added in Germany, France (in Alsace)
and Poland amongst others.

Keep an eye on your bedding plants!
Jane Plows

A caring and professional service at all times
• Independent family business
• Personal 24 hour service
• Private Chapel of Rest
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• Floral Tributes

Richard Stebbings Ltd
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Kendal House, Cambridge Road,
Impington, Cambridge CB24 9YS
Tel: 01223 232309
Fax: 01223 232319
Member of the British Institute of Funeral
Directors
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The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee

St Mark’s will celebrate the Jubilee with drinks on the front lawn of the
church after the 9.30 service on the 5th June. This will be combined with
welcoming Rachel and Sam back after Rachel’s sabbatical.
Let’s hope the weather cooperates. The record of Coronation and
Jubilee weather is hardly encouraging!
If you have memories of how you celebrated any previous Jubilees - or,
indeed, the Coronation - we would love you to share them. I can
remember hours at the sewing machine running up red, white and blue
summer dresses for my small daughters for the Silver Jubilee. What do
you remember?

St Mark’s Church Mission Statement
To be the people of God in this place and to work to make God more
real for our community.
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Call for free friendly advice

01223 521882 07830 349199
info@ds-electricalservice.co.uk
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Vertical Blinds, Roller Blinds,
Venetian Blinds, Wooden Blinds,
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COUSINS BUTCHERS & DELI

N.K. Jank

36 Grantchester Street; Tel (01223) 35 28 56

32a Eltisley Ave, Tel. 322473

www.CambridgeButchers.com

8.30 - 18.00 Monday to Friday

Locally-sourced top quality meats.
Fresh seasonal fruits and vegetables.
Award-winning pies and sausages.
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8.30 - 13.00 Saturday
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Aromatherapy oils, health and skin care,
healthfood, gifts wrapped with style
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Sunday 15th May
The Annual Parochial Church Meeting and Election of
Churchwardens

in the Community Centre
after the 9.30 am Service
The APCM and Election of Churchwardens, will take place on
Sunday, 15th May, after coffee.
All are welcome (and encouraged) to attend.
This will be followed by a Bring and Share Lunch

Tom Jones
Based on the novel by Henry Fielding
adapted for the stage by Joan Macalpine
Madingley Hall Gardens, 8th -15th July 2022
Tickets: £12 Adult

adcticketing.com/tomjones

40 Grantchester Road, Newnham, Cambridge
01223 503634 lathambuilders.com 07528 772899
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7.30 pm

£10 under 18s

Box Office: 01223 300085

Prayers for May

A Prayer for refugees
We remember before thee, O God, the multitudes of refugees throughout the
world, and all those without homes and without hope. Show thyself to them in
thy great compassion; save them from despair and bitterness of spirit; and
graciously bless all those working for their present relief and their future
security; for the sake of him who had nowhere to lay his head, thy Son Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.
Anonymous

A Prayer for Rogation Sunday 22nd May
Heavenly Father, as you have taught us to pray for our daily bread and to
recognise our dependence on your bounty, so we ask your blessing on the
sowing of the seed and the labours of those who work on the land; that the
earth may yield its full harvest and the needs of all people may be supplied;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Frank Colquhoun

The Book of Common Prayer Collect for Ascension Day 26th May
Grant, we beseech thee, Almighty God, that like as we do believe thy only-begotten
Son our Lord Jesus Christ to have ascended into the heavens; so may we also in
heart and mind thither ascend, and with him continually dwell, who liveth and reigneth
with thee and the Holy Ghost, one God, world without end. Amen.

Chosen by Chris Hammond

PAUL WALDMANN
Designs in Wood
41 Norfolk Street
paulwaldmann169@gmail.com
01223 314001 07740 167055
Cabinet making
Furniture restoration
Interior woodwork
(fitted cupboards, bookcases, etc.)
www.paulwaldmanndesign.co.uk

C.S. MARTIN
PAINTING & DECORATING
For a complete and reliable interior
and exterior decorating service
Free estimates and advice
Over 25 years experience
Please contact Chris on 01223
233613 or 07778338437
cs.martin@ntlworld.com
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Seeking Experienced Tutors to join
our growing team
Visit our website to apply
www.tutordoctor.co.uk/cambridge
01223 430432

Services at St Mark’s Church, Newnham in May
Communion (BCP) at 8.00 am every Sunday
Sunday Morning Services
1st May at 9.30 am

Communion

8th May at 9.30 am

Morning Worship and Junior Church

15th May at 9.30 am

Communion and Junior Church

22nd May at 9.30 am

Communion and Junior Church

29th May at 9.30 am

Joint Communion at St Mark’s with Grantchester
and Trumpington

Sunday Evening Services
1st May at 6.00 pm

Zoom Evening Worship

Tuesdays
Communion (BCP) every Tuesday at 11.00 am
Messy Church at 3.45 pm on 3rd May

Ascension Day Service
26th May at 7.30 pm Joint Service for Ascension Day at Trumpington Church

Regular Groups
Monday Bible Study
10:00am, alternate weeks – contact: Sue Wagner, 01223 563435
Tuesday Home Groups
7:30 pm, weekly – contact: Andrew Watts, aa.watts@hotmail.co.uk or
Mike Thompson, michaelangelot99@gmail.com
Prayer Meeting
11.00 am every Friday at 10 Stukeley Close – contact: Anne Howie, 01223 356140
Choir
The choir normally sings on the first three Sundays of the month at
our 9:30 am service. Rehearsals are 6:00 pm – 7:15 pm on the first and third
Fridays of the month and from 9:00 am on Sundays. Contact: John Wyatt.
mandyandjohnwyatt@gmail.com
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