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Services at St Mark’s Church, Newnham  

in December 

Communion (BCP) at 8.00 am every Sunday 

4th December at 9.30 am          Parish Communion    

11th December at 9.30 am        Morning Worship 

18th December  at 9.30 am        Parish Communion and Junior Church 

24th December at 4.00 pm         The Big Nativity 

Christmas Eve  at 11.15 pm        Midnight Communion 

25th December at 9.30 am         Christmas Communion 

Christmas Day  

1st January at 11.15 am          Joint Communion Service at  Grantchester 

Tuesdays 

Communion (BCP) every Tuesday at 11.00 am (not 27th December) 

Messy Church at 3.30 pm on 6th December 

Full Christmas details can be found on page 9 

Christmas 2021 Flower Arrangement  
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The Vicar’s Letter 

I wonder whether you have an 
Advent Calendar on the go? 
For many people, especially 
children, the countdown to 
Christmas can seem very long, 
and an advent calendar helps 
to make the waiting more 
bearable. 

When I was young, an Advent calendar was a 
cardboard picture, always of the traditional Nativity 
scene, with little flaps which opened each day to 
reveal … little pictures. That kind is still about if you 
look hard enough, but nowadays Advent calendars 
are far, far more. There are ones with a small 
chocolate behind each number, or a big chocolate, 
or Lego, or beer, or tea bags, or … almost 
anything. Just this morning I saw one which gives 
you a small bottle of wine every day – probably not 
something to open in the morning! 

The Body Shop Box of Wishes is filled with 
skincare and beauty products, and it’s a snip at 
£145 – at least compared to the Dior version for 
£470. 

There are calendars based on books, films, TV 
series, and games, and some decidedly eye-
opening ones! Possibly the most niche one I found 
was stocked with different beard oils. 

Many other places advertise “Christmas Advent 
Calendars” – Laura Ashley has a “12 Days of 
Christmas Advent Calendar” which is very 
confusing because the 12 days of Christmas 
technically begin on Christmas Day once Advent 
has finished. 

But that mixture of 
‘now and not yet’ has a 
lot in common with the 
Christian faith. Every 
Advent we wait 
expectantly for the 
coming of Christ, for 
Christmas when we 
celebrate Jesus being 
born and living among 
us, and anticipating his 

return. In that sense we live our Christian lives as a 
kind of Advent, the now and not yet.  

Jesus himself taught his followers that “the 
Kingdom of God has come” – it is Now, but it’s 
hard to see the evidence of that because it’s Not 
Yet fully realised. The anticipation of Advent and 
the joy of Christmas are a picture for us of that 
Kingdom as we wait for it. 

So as we prepare for Christmas and as we live in 
this kind of in between time, let’s look out for the 
glimpses of God in our midst – in moments of joy 

and peace and love, but also in our sadness and 
fear. 

There are many ways we mark Advent and 
Christmas in our churches and, elsewhere in the 
magazine, you can see details of some of the 
services and events later on in December. Please 
join us if you can. 

In addition, we are 
joining with many other 
organisations in and 
around Cambridge to 
offer some ‘Warm 
Spaces’ this Winter. 
For families with young 
children, our toddler 
group, ‘Toddles’ meets 

every Monday and Thursday morning, from 9.30-
11.30am, in term time at St Mark’s Community 
Centre. The hall is well heated and there is a 
steady supply of hot drinks and biscuits on offer. 
There is no charge so please, if you are caring for 
babies or toddlers, come along and enjoy a warm 
welcome in a warm space, and a chance to meet 
others.  

Also mainly for children and their families or carers 
is our monthly Messy Church. On the first Tuesday 
of every month, we meet in church from 3.30pm for 
hot and cold drinks, a story, some singing and lots 
of craft activities. Then at 5pm we move over to the 
Community Centre for a hot meal. Everyone is 
welcome and, again, there is no charge. Our 
December Messy Church is on Tuesday 6th 
December with a Christmas Theme. Please come 
along and enjoy the warmth, the company and the 
activities – as well as a meal. For more information 
about Toddles or Messy Church please contact our 
Children & Families’ Minister, Natalie at 
childrenandfamilies@stmarksnewnham.org. 

Our other warm space this winter is our Tuesday 
Communion Service. Each Tuesday at 11am we 
have a short traditional service, followed by coffee, 
tea and biscuits in the main (surprisingly warm!) 
church building. All are welcome at 11am for the 
service, or to call in for a coffee from 11.30am. 

However you choose to spend Advent, or the whole 

month of December, we wish you joy and peace as 

2022 draws to a close.  

 

 

 

The Revd Rachel Rosborough 

rachelrosborough@hotmail.com  

The January Issue of  SEEK 
All contributions are welcome. Please send them  by                          

Wednesday 14th December to Jane Plows at janemp@virginmedia.com 

(350120) or contact any member of the committee. 

mailto:childrenandfamilies@stmarksnewnham.org
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Noor WEG : Charity of  the Month 

The December Charity of the Month is Noor 
Women’s Empowerment Group. Noor WEG is a 
grassroots project created by and for refugee 
women from Aida and al-Azzeh refugee camps in 
the Bethlehem area. They are made up of a group 
of women who have disabled children and/or are 
solely in charge of their families. In addition to 
dealing with social stigma, they face financial issues 
that prevent their disabled children from getting 
adequate education or care. Through Noor WEG, 
we are striving to empower ourselves and find 
solutions to our everyday problems. Life is very 
difficult with a disabled child, both economically and 
psychologically, particularly in a refugee camp 

where virtually no resources are available for people 
with disabilities. The group make items to sell, run 
Palestinian cooking classes for foreigners to learn 
traditional meals, arrange home stays and run a 
school for disabled children.  

In the summer, I took part in a Summer School at 
St. George’s College, Jerusalem exploring themes 
in ministry from visiting biblical places to learning 
more about the recent history of Israel and 
Palestine. When I saw the words “visit to Aida 
refugee camp and lunch” on our programme I was 
intrigued and a little nervous. The words sparked 
images of a short term, temporary solution, lines of 

tents and poor sanitation and living conditions, why 
were we going there for lunch!  

When we arrived we walked through the huge 
keyhole arch gate to the area. Other than the signs 
and the heavy presence of United Nations logos it 
seemed like any other suburb of Bethlehem.  

The Aida camp was set up in 1950 for refugees 
fleeing the 1948 conflict. The camp boundaries have 
remained the same over the last 72 years, however 
the population has doubled. The location of the 
camp close to Jerusalem and up against the 
Separation Barrier mean regular incursions by the 
Israeli military, clashes involving camp residents, 
many of whom are children, and an increasing 
number of injuries as a result of excessive force by 
the Israeli military are common.  

Whilst visiting the camp I had the privilege of eating 
lunch cooked by this group of women and talking 
with them about their life and work. They work 
incredibly hard to provide for their families and 
community in the refugee camps and to ensure that 
disabled children can go to school. Sadly their 
school is far far too small for the hundreds of 
children living in the camp with disabilities.  

In Advent and as we approach Christmas and think 
about one particular family who travelled to 
Bethlehem it feels so poignant that we can support 
communities there now with no room to live or thrive 
and help support the livelihoods and improve the 
lives of our brothers and sisters who have lived their 
entire lives in refugee camps.  

Bethan Rodden 
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Advent Compline 

Compline will be held in church on each Monday evening during Advent 

at 8.00 pm. The dates are the 28th November and the 5th, 12th, and 19th 

December. This will be a quiet and reflective space to mark each week of 

Advent.   

Decorating the Church for Christmas 

 Saturday 17th December  9.30 am 

All are invited to come and help decorate the church 

for Christmas. Please bring as many berries and as 

much greenery as you can!   
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Nonagenarian Michael Wallis 

We thank Michael for agreeing to be interviewed for 

our Nonagenarian series and Miles Elliott for 

conducting the interview. 

Michael was born in Lincoln in August 1932. His 
first school was the kindergarten of Lincoln Girls 
High School where his elder sister was a pupil, 
followed by two years at the preparatory 
department of Lincoln Grammar School. 

At the outbreak of the second world war in 
September 1939 the city of Lincoln itself was not a 
prime target but it was surrounded by strategic 
airfields and Michael has vivid memories of the 
frequent occurrence of the wailing sounds of air-
raid sirens. Safety precautions included the building 
of Nissen huts and Anderson shelters in suburban 
gardens, but at Michael’s house they built an extra 
brick wall in the garage and, sitting in that ‘bunker’ 
during an air raid, Michael remembers a family 
friend saying: “It’s like waiting for your doom”: not 
very comforting words for an eight-year-old. The 
only really scary moment was when a bomb 
exploded a few hundred yards from his home and a 
large lump of shrapnel landed in his garden. 

A strange time to move home, but in 1943 his 
parents bought a large house in Burwell, near 
Newmarket, where there was a big garden plus 
livestock - a luxury when food was rationed. He 
spent the next two years travelling daily by bus to 
the Perse School in Cambridge, then situated 
opposite the Catholic Church, before becoming a 
boarder at Gresham’s School in Norfolk on the 
recommendation of the village doctor (Eric Ennion 
of Wicken Fen fame) whose son was also boarding 
there. His Housemaster (and Headmaster) was the 
infamous Martin Olivier, cousin of Sir Laurence and 
son of a former vicar of Epping, a deeply religious 
man whose main purpose in life was “to save boys’ 
souls” - with liberal use of the cane! 

After Chapel one Sunday morning five ‘sixth 
formers,’ faced with the prospect of compulsory 
National Service, all agreed to apply to serve with 
the Royal Engineers. In May 1952, after basic 
training near Aldershot and officer training in 
Chatham, Michael gained his commission and was 
posted to the Canal Zone in Egypt where for the 
next 14 months he spent every night in the same 
tent - apart from 7 days holiday in Cyprus and a 
brief trip into Iraq. Technically they were ‘on active 
service’ whereas the only moment of danger was 
an incident of “friendly fire” from the adjoining 
regiment of the Royal Artillery. It was a year later 

that he met the officer in charge, a fellow 
undergraduate at Magdalene who became his Best 
Man! (In August 1953 Michael spent his 21st 
Birthday inspecting the filtration plant at the Sweet 
Water Canal.) 

Michael then spent three years at Magdalene 
College reading Natural Sciences and specialising 
in biochemistry. Whilst studying at Cambridge he 
met his future wife Evadne (Shaw) who was 
spending weekends at the home of a Perse Girls 
schoolfriend. Evadne was born in Cambridge and 
has lived in Newnham for almost all of her life. Her 
parents separated when she was a baby (in Croft 
Gardens) and was ‘fostered’ at various addresses 
including Eltisley Avenue. After leaving the Perse 
School she attended a teacher training course at 
Bishop Otter College in Chichester and then taught 
for two years at a school in the ‘east end’ of 
London. She moved back to Cambridge in 1958 
after she and Michael had become ‘engaged’ and 
did some “supply teaching” before taking on the 
reception class at Newnham Croft School. 

Evadne had joined her schoolfriend worshiping at 
Holy Trinity Church in Cambridge and she and 
Michael were married there in August 1959 (by the 
then vicar of Burwell). However, with a change of 
vicar, the style of worship at Holy Trinity became 
too ‘evangelical’ for their liking and they moved their 
allegiance to Great St Mary’s. They began married 
life renting a flat in Harvey Road but in early 1960 
they were fortunate to be able to buy a house in 
Grange Road where they lived for 52 years 
together with their subsequent three children. 
Evadne had then continued to teach at Newnham 
Croft, staying there for an extra couple of terms so 
that they could afford to buy a washing machine!  

Michael’s father Laurie Wallis had been a 
prominent bookmaker on the racecourse during the 
1940s and 1950s, a time when horseracing was run 
and dominated by the aristocracy, and one might 
have described him as being “bookmaker to the 
aristocracy”. Michael had never expressed any 
interest in horseracing and/or bookmaking, and his 
father understood this: his father had actually 
wanted him to become a farmer, but Michael was 
bored at his first job (in the pharmaceutical industry) 
and began looking for employment with other 
companies. Meanwhile his father had a ‘change of 
heart’ because he was having management 
difficulties and invited Michael to assist him. So a 
new door had opened and in August 1957 he 
started work at his father’s prestigious London 

            Bawds Christmas Production 

Alice Through the Looking Glass 

ADC Theatre 6th - 10th December 

  Tickets from the ADC Box Office 

01223 300085 or ADCTHEATRE.com  
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office above the Embassy Club in Old Bond Street. 
He then spent many years travelling around the 
country representing his father at all of the major 
racecourses where he was more interested in the 
clients that he met - rather than the horses. Michael 
is well aware that he is fortunate to have been 
involved in an industry for which the late Queen 
Elizabeth, and the Queen Mother before her, have 
been valuable ambassadors to the sport (the 
horseracing, if not the betting) which has given it a 
degree of respectability from which it might not 
otherwise have benefited. 

In the meantime Michael had become involved in 
fundraising for the new Hester Adrian Workshop 
which in turn led him to work for the Cambridgeshire 
Mental Welfare Association by giving practical 
assistance to the residents living at its sheltered 
houses in McGrath Avenue, Hinton Avenue, and 
Tenison Avenue. He also became more and more 
involved with Great St Mary’s Church, variously as 

sidesman, fundraising and managing the installation 
of its 1990s Parish Organ, Churchwarden, 
Treasurer, Chairman & Secretary of its Property 
Committee, etc. Meanwhile, with their 3 children 
becoming more independent, Evadne spent 23 
years as a volunteer for the Arthur Rank Hospice at 
its previous premises at Brookfields, off Mill Road, 
offering refreshments to its visitors. 

Ten years ago they ‘downsized’ into Millington Road 
and, with advancing years and Evadne requiring in-
house care, Michael is happily worshiping at St 
Mark’s, quietly enjoying the quality of its preaching 
and music, and the friendship of its community. 
Their lives, and the lives of their children, have been 
greatly enriched by their love of music, so 
Cambridge has been a wonderful place in which to 
have lived. 

Miles Elliott 

 

The Cantus Singers of CambridgeThe Cantus Singers of Cambridge  

(Conductor: Alan Howard) (Conductor: Alan Howard)   

Saturday 10Saturday 10
thth

  December at 8pmDecember at 8pm    

at St Mark’s Churchat St Mark’s Church  

  

  

  

An Advent JourneyAn Advent Journey  

A seasonal programme including A seasonal programme including   

Charpentier: Messe de MinuitCharpentier: Messe de Minuit  

Advent “O” Antiphons  Advent “O” Antiphons    

(each by a different composer)(each by a different composer)  

and a selection of Christmas piecesand a selection of Christmas pieces  

Tickets £10 in advance from Margaret Hay (mmh29@cam.ac.uk)  

or £12 on the door.  

Under 18s free  

mailto:mmh29@cam.ac.uk
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Beginners 

PIANO TUITION  
in your own home 

  

Tel: 07834 420739 

maureen.pritchett@gmail.com 

Registered with Ofsted 

Advertise in this magazine 

11 editions each year and also online 

Small advertisement £45 per annum, Large advertisement £80 per annum. 

Contact the Editor 

janemp@virginmedia.com 

  

CHIMNEY SWEEP 

Professional and insured 

Certificates issued 

Advice given and problems solved 

edcleansweep@gmail.com 

07919 888990 

www.cleansweep.co.uk 

Based in Haslingfield 

  

Set down a leafy lane, our Ofsted Outstanding rated nursery cares for 2-5 year olds in a 
stimulating and fun atmosphere with excellent outdoor facilities. 

Established over 50 years ago, we offer a happy, safe and secure environment with fully qualified staff.  

Registered with the Government Early Years Funding Scheme 
01223 356565 

4a Millington Road, Newnham, Cambridge 

www.millingtonroadnursery.co.uk 

 

LOCAL HANDYMAN 

Andy Beeton 

• General gardening and house maintenance 

• Small painting jobs or repairs 

• Also professional plasterer 

Free Estimates 

07800 871738 

andrew.beeton48@gmail.com 

 
Garage Services : GP Motors 

Newnham Service Centre 
Eltisley Avenue 
Cambridge CB3 9JQ 
Tel: 01223 355574 

www.gp-cars.com 
e-mail: enquiries@gp-cars.com 

 COUSINS BUTCHERS & DELI 

36 Grantchester Street; Tel (01223) 35 28 56 
www.CambridgeButchers.com  

Locally-sourced top quality meats. 
Fresh seasonal fruits and vegetables. 

Award-winning pies and sausages.  
     Everything you need for your Sunday roast...                             

a quick lunch 'out'... or a nice dinner 'in'...  

Domenic 
The Gentlemen’s Hairdresser 

45 Newnham Road 

9.00 - 5.30 Tuesday - Friday 

  8.30 - 4.30  Saturday 

Appointments or ‘drop in’ 

Cambridge 309750      

CHIROPODIST & PODIATRIST 

BEECHWOOD PRACTICE 

41 HILLS ROAD 

Celia Kenney, B.Sc. (Hons) Podiatry, 

M.Ch.S, S.R.Ch. 

Available for home appointments 

 01223 315541  07939 227195 

La Maison du Steak 
125 Hills Road 
Cambridge, CB2 1PG  

01223 324258 

info@lamaisondusteak.co.uk 

We are more than just a Steak House. Come and 
discover us!  

http://www.CambridgeButchers.com
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St Mark’s Advent and Christmas Calendar 

Each Sunday there are services in church at 8.00 am and 9.30 am,  

as well as a service each Tuesday at 11.00 am  (not on the 27th Dec) 

Sunday 27th November  

 7.00 pm   Wolfson College Carol Service 

Sunday 4th December 

 12.30 pm Christmas Lunch  

Tuesday 6th December 

  3.30 pm   Messy Church 

Saturday 10th December 

 8.00 pm   The Cantus Singers : An Advent Journey (page 3) 

 Sunday 11th December 

  3.00 pm   Carols at the Kiosk, Lammas Land (page 17) 

 Friday 16th December 

  7.30 pm   A Christmas Wreath (page 5) 

 Saturday 17th December 

   9.30 am   Decorating the church for Christmas.  

   All welcome. Please bring greenery. 

 Sunday 18th December 

   8.00 am   Holy Communion 

   10.00 am  Parish Communion and Junior Church 

                 5.00 pm   Carol Service   

Saturday 24th December - Christmas Eve                 

 4.00 pm   The Big Nativity (page 17) 

 11.15 pm  Midnight Communion  

Sunday 25th December - Christmas Day                   

 8.00 am   Holy Communion 

 9.30 am   Christmas Day Communion  

Sunday 1st January—New Years Day  

 11.15am  Joint Service at Grantchester  

 

From the Registers 

Funerals        22nd November        Connie Hammond  

             24th November           Michael Hadley        
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An Award for St Mark’s Church Burial Ground                                           
under the Cambridgeshire Churchyard Conservation Scheme 

Friendly Feedback from Seek Readers 

It has been really heart-warming to speak with a 
number of Seek readers who have told me about 
their efforts to save energy and to reduce waste by 
recycling or repurposing things. 

One reader has invested in a fluffy electric blanket 
which she wraps round herself while watching TV or 
reading in the evenings so the heating can be turned 
down low in the home. 

I had thought that electric blankets were only used 
to heat a bed but this sounds like a really cosy idea.  

Other readers have told me that they have taken 
their old/broken electrical appliances like hair-driers 
to deposit in the pink bin at the Lammas land car 
park. That’s wonderful! 

And lots of you are collecting their used aluminium 
foil to make tennis ball sized balls and no, I am not 
going to suggest that you use them as Christmas 
decorations. It’s just that the recycling centres can 
handle the foil better like that. 

Another person said that their family cut up old 
bedlinen into squares with pinking shears (so the 
edges didn’t fray) and used the material to wrap 
Christmas presents, tying the parcel up in a bow 
with old chiffon scarves. Evidently, it’s great for odd 
shaped parcels like footballs. The material can be 
folded, packed away and reused the next year. Just 
think, no wrapping paper scattered everywhere. 

Quite a mess, 
especially if the dog 
has decided to shred it 
all up into tiny pieces 
that you keep finding 
for months! In fact, my 
granddaughter was so 
taken by this idea that 
she has borrowed my 
pinking shears. (Mmm, 
wonder when I’ll see 
those again!) 

She and her friends are into buying ‘vintage’ clothes, 
that young people don’t want any more or have 
grown out of, from the internet. For ‘vintage’ I 
thought she meant clothes from ‘second-hand 
shops’ or even those ‘jumble sales’ we used to 
have. However, I was informed it was quite different 
nowadays. Everything has to be clean and in a good 
condition. All very sustainable I am told! 

It has been lovely to hear from so many of you about 
your efforts to save energy, repurpose or recycle 
things. Well done everyone! Let’s make this 
Christmas as sustainable as we can…. but don’t 
forget to enjoy and appreciate the world around us 
too. 

Best wishes 

Rosemary Ley 

The Burial Ground was 

recently awarded Bronze 

under the Cambridgeshire 

Churchyard Conservation 

Scheme, whose patron is 

the Bishop of Ely. The 

application was initiated by 

Peter Hampson and was undertaken by two judges 

from the regional Wildlife Trust. It is understood that 

the follow-on Silver and Gold awards are a stage-by

-stage process and hopefully the Burial Ground 

may get the Silver Award in the next few years; the 

Gold Award is unlikely as the Burial Ground has no 

water source, so the environmental benefit of a 

pond for wildlife is not possible. 

Obviously the emphasis of the Wildlife Trust is the 

natural environment and measures undertaken to 

encourage nature in all its aspects covering both 

flora and fauna. The two judges seemed very 

impressed with what was there and the 

environmental measures which we had introduced. 

In fact, their only recommendations were to leave 

the grass uncut at the far end of the Burial Ground 

and the provision of a notice board/plaque at the 

entrance gate describing the flora, both trees and 

plants in more detail. What the judges did not see in 

June was, of course, the extensive spring flowers, 

such as primrose, snowdrops, daffodils and forget-

me-nots, in the older part of the Burial Ground; 

however we were able to show photos of these to 

them. 

So with this award I am taking the opportunity to 

use this article to describe the existing flora in more 

detail but also a bit of the history of the Burial 

Ground. Firstly it can be considered that it is quite 

remarkable in the large number of very well-

established trees in what is a relatively small area. 

Personally I do not know of any cemetery of this 

size with so many large trees. These trees are all in 

the older part of the Burial Ground, many probably 

planted about a hundred years ago in the 1920s. 

These include a significant number of ash and 

sycamore trees, a hornbeam adjacent to Barton 

Road and several oaks.  

However, most notable are three very old oak trees, 

maybe not quite yet old enough to be called 
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Connie Hammond 

The Editorial Committee offers condolences to Chris Hammond and his family after the death this month of 

his mother, Connie, a long term resident of Hardwick Street, at the ripe old age of 101. 

ancient, which are in an approximate straight line 

along the western boundary of the Burial Ground. It 

is estimated that these trees are between 200 and 

250 years old. Interestingly maps, dated 1795 and 

1802, exist which indicate that the track, maybe not 

bridleway status, between Grantchester and Coton 

passed adjacent to these three trees. One of these 

maps refers to Deadman's Way and we think there 

may once have been an old cemetery in the area. 

Following the changes in land ownership, resulting 

from the Enclosures Act, this track was lost and 

instead a new one was started along the line of the 

present road between Grantchester and the Barton 

Road roundabout. 

The lack of water at the Burial Ground has been 

referred to earlier. Due to its location it would be 

unduly expensive to have a piped supply. A 

borehole with a hand pump (still there near the old 

disused shed) was placed in the early days of the 

Burial Ground, but it is not known if it was at all 

successful. In all probability it was not, as the 

geological map of the area indicates Gault Clays, 

which people living on the west side of Newnham 

know well from their gardens. These clays are highly 

consolidated (due to past glaciation) and are quite 

impermeable. Interestingly the Gault Clays do not 

actually appear in the grave digging which have 

generally been to depths of 2 m or more. Instead, 

chalky marls or, more typically, yellow sandy 

gravels, with a wide distribution of different types of 

small stones, have been found. Geologically this is 

termed as Cambridge Greensand, a glacial till which 

typically overlies the Gault Clays at shallow depth in 

some parts of the Cambridge area.  

In the late 1990s, due to a need for more space, the 

Burial Ground was extended by approximately three 

acres in a triangular shape. It is termed the 

"Extension" and a wide range of trees were planted 

along the two external boundaries. These included 

oak, maple, ash and hazel trees and these are 

typically now more than 7 m high. In the gaps 

between these trees, hawthorn, cotoneaster and 

dogwood shrubs were planted and these have 

provided an abundant source of berries for birds 

from late Autumn until stripped bare by mid-Spring 

every year since. 

It will be a long time 

before the full area of 

the Extension will be 

needed for burials, with 

on average only three or 

four each year. In view 

of this it was decided seven years ago to convert a 

significant area of it into a wildflower meadow and 

we obtained advice from a specialist with the 

Countryside Restoration Trust based in Barton. The 

wildflower mix adopted covered about 15 different 

plants appearing at varying times during the 

summer, but most notably yellow rattle, lady's 

bedstraw, cowslips, ragged robin, oxeye daisies, 

meadow vetchling and knapweed. The clearing and 

scarifying of the grass sward and then sowing with a 

perennial mix of wildflowers was all done by 

volunteers from St Mark’s. Similarly the scything of 

the meadow in late July or August has typically been 

done by a similar team of volunteers. Yes, this could 

have been done much more quickly by machine, but 

as part of "getting back to nature" we decided to 

choose scything, thereby trying to reciprocate the 

harvest practice, say in Victorian times. In view of 

the success of the meadow, it is planned to increase 

the area next Spring. 

Chris Wagner 

Sunday 11th December 3.00 pm ‘Carols at Crofters Kiosk’  

please join us for carol singing at Crofters on Lammas Land with mulled wine and 

mince pies on offer!  

 

Christmas Eve 4.00 pm The Big Nativity  

a fun, interactive retelling of the Christmas Story for all ages, please come in a nativity 

costume if you can.  
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St Mark’s Church Mission Statement 
To be the people of God in this place and to work to make God more 

real for our community. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

40 Grantchester Road, Newnham, Cambridge 

01223 503634 lathambuilders.com 07528 772899 

C & C BLINDS 
SPECIALISTS IN BLINDS 

ANY SIZE   ANY COLOUR 

FREE ESTIMATES 

01223 211171  07761 262070 

Vertical Blinds, Roller Blinds,          

Venetian Blinds, Wooden Blinds,     

Roman Blinds, Pleated Blinds, Repairs 

Carpet Cleaning  
Stone Floor, Upholstery, Rugs 

In business since 1993 

01223 832 928       
www.Rothwells.biz 

We’re an honest local family firm. 
Our large truck mounted machines mean more cleaning & drying power for the 

best results possible. 100% satisfaction or it’s FREE. 
Call Oliver and Max Campbell for expert help today. 

 

A caring and professional service at all times  
Richard Stebbings Ltd  

Funeral Service  
Kendal House, Cambridge Road,  

Impington, Cambridge CB24 9YS  

Tel: 01223 232309                   

Fax: 01223 232319               
Member of the British Institute of Funeral 

Directors 

• Independent family business  

• Personal 24 hour service  

• Private Chapel of Rest  

• Pre-payment funeral plans  

• Monumental masonry  

• Floral Tributes 

PAUL WALDMANN 

Designs in Wood 

41 Norfolk Street 
paulwaldmann169@gmail.com 

01223 314001    07740 167055 

Cabinet making 

Furniture restoration 

Interior woodwork 

(fitted cupboards, bookcases, etc.) 

www.paulwaldmanndesign.co.uk 

C.S. MARTIN 

PAINTING & DECORATING 
For a complete and reliable interior 

and exterior decorating service 

Free estimates and advice 

Over 25 years experience 

Please contact Chris on 01223 
233613 or 07778338437 

cs.martin@ntlworld.com 

 

Extra sockets to full re-wires    Part P registered   Inspections and Testing  

01223 521882      07830 349199 

info@ds-electricalservice.co.uk 

Call for free friendly advice 

 

Newnham Post Office 

Delicatessen/Newsagent 

Jean and Neera 

01223 354391 

  

8.00am - 8.00pm daily 

Sunday 8.00am - 4.00pm 

Off licence, Provisions, Cakes/Biscuits, 

Cheese Counter, Luxury Ice Cream 

THE DERBY STORES 

mailto:paulwaldmann169@gmail.com
http://www.paulwaldmanndesign.co.uk/
mailto:info@ds-electricalservice.co.uk
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St Mark’s Charity of  the Month  

THURSDAY 22ND DECEMBER, 7:30PM 

St Mark’s Church, Newnham 

HCT believes that theatre should be available for everyone so they do not 

set ticket prices in advance. Instead you reserve your space for free 

The Charities Group met in October to discuss 

allocation of charities for 2023. Appreciation was 

expressed to Stuart and Rita Lingard who first 

introduced the idea of Charity of the Month to St 

Mark’s back in 2004 and then set it up, along with 

Stephana Babbage and Jeffery Lewins. There was 

also a thank you to Susan Chester for having been 

the organiser in recent years. 

12 charities had been suggested by members of 

the congregation. These included two charities to 

which the church has shown regular commitment 

over recent years - The Diocese of Gombe (twice 

yearly) and Christian Aid.  After discussion the  list 

below was agreed    

The collection taken at the Crib Service and Carol 

Service would go to The Children’s Society. If Lent 

lunches take place next year a charity could be 

chosen nearer the time. 

Sarah Squire 

 Charity Proposer/Organiser 

January Cambridge Churches Homeless 

Project 

Judith Barwise (tbc) 

February MAC : Cambridge Money Advice 

Centre 

Shev Roser 

March Cam Sight Sue Payne 

April Gombe Andrew Watts and Perrin Hardy 

May Christian Aid Susan Chester 

June Umoja Sue Wagner 

July Dementia Compass Margaret Banks 

August A Rocha tbc 

September Centre 33 Tina Wilson 

October Gombe Andrew Watts and Perrin Hardy 

November The Gurkha Welfare Trust Miles Elliott 

December Musalaha - reconciliation centre 

in Israel/Palestine 

Rev Bethan Rodden 
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Regular Groups 

Monday Bible Study 

10:00am, alternate weeks – contact: Sue Wagner, 01223 563435 

Tuesday and Thursday Home Groups 

7:30 pm, weekly – contact: Andrew Watts, aa.watts@hotmail.co.uk or                      

Mike Thompson, michaelangelot99@gmail.com 

Prayer Meeting 

11.00 am every Friday at 10 Stukeley Close – contact: Anne Howie, 01223 356140 

Choir 

The choir normally sings on the first three Sundays of the month at our 9:30 am 

service.  Rehearsals are 6:00 pm – 7:15 pm on the first and third Fridays of the 

month and from 9:00 am on Sundays.  

December Prayers 

O God whose love has been shown to us in the birth of Jesus our 

Saviour, help us this Christmas to find time to let you speak to us: 

that we may respond in trust and adoration and open our hearts to 

receive your grace and pardon, your joy and peace, through Jesus 

Christ our Lord. Amen 

 

Moonless darkness stands between. 

Past, O Past, no more be seen! 

But the Bethlehem-star may lead me 

From the self that I have been. 

Make me pure, Lord: Thou art holy; 

Make me meek, Lord: Thou wert lowly; 

Now beginning, and alway: 

Now begin, on Christmas day. 

Gerard Manley Hopkins 

 

Praise be to the Lord God of Israel, 

because he has visited and redeemed his people, 

He has raised up a horn of salvation for us 

In the house of his servant David, 

Luke 1, 68,69 

 

What can I give him 

Poor as I am? 

If I were a shepherd 

I would bring a lamb; 

if I were a wise man 

I would do my part; 

yet what I can I give him - 

give my heart. 

Christina Rossetti 

Chosen by Anne Howie 

mailto:aa.watts@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:michaelangelot99@gmail.com

